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How To Choose Your Subjects

 
 

 
 
 
Please Note:Subject Fees are subject to change depending on any 
increase/decrease fluctuations of material costs during the year. Subject fees are 
not donations; they are for materials used and taken home as part of the course. 
 
 

How To Choose Your Subjects 
 

Choose your subjects carefully. 
 Ask yourself these questions - 
• What pathway might I follow when I leave    

school? 
• What am I good at? 
• What do I enjoy? 
• What choices have I got? 
• What’s important to me? 
• Who can help me? 

  

 Get advice. Talk to - 
• Your parents 
• Your teachers  
• Your Whanau teacher 
• Careers Adviser (Mrs Driver) 
• Your Dean 
 

 
 

INTEREST + ABILITY + OCCUPATION = SUBJECT CHOICE 
What do you 
enjoy? 
Do you like the 
work or is it just 
that you like the 
teacher? 

 How good are 
you at a subject? 
Look at your 
results. 

 If you have some idea 
of your career options 
ask your Dean or 
Careers Teacher which 
subjects you need. 

 Investigate carefully 
all the subjects you 
are interested in. 

 
If you are 
interested in a 
subject you are 
most likely to 
do well 

  
Discuss your 
ability level with 
your teacher. 

  
If you are not clear 
about future careers 
keep your options open 
by not specialising too 
soon. 

  

 
 
Start thinking about your future pathway 
• Look up career ideas on 

• Check pathways on 
www.careers.govt.nz 

www.youthguarantee.net.nz 
• Attend Open Days, Expos or Career 

Evenings 
• Get a part time job to see what field you 

may (or may not) want to work in.  
• Talk to friends and relations about what 

they do. 
 

  

 A Reminder…. 
• Your choices are your future. 
• Do NOT take a subject because your 

friends are taking it or because you like 
the teacher…..or just because your 
parents want you to. 

• And don’t avoid a subject because you 
think that you don’t like the teacher. 
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Understanding NCEA Qualifications
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Vocational Pathways
 

 Vocational Pathways 
  
 Not sure what you want to be? 
 Unclear about you career options? 
 Need help to plan your studies? 
  
 The Vocational Pathways can help you plan your journey from 

learning to earning. They represent a way to achieve NCEA Level 
2 (or equivalent) with Vocational Pathways at the same time. You 
can see how your credits are valued by industry and the types of 
study options and job opportunities available. 

 
The pathways are flexible and enable you to change your direction 
as you’re on your journey. You can use Vocational Pathways to 
plan your career and study options by using the colour coded 
pathways, and easily see how your skills and interests relate to 
the industry. 

Vocational Profile 
Your Vocational Profile, on your Record of Achievement shows how your NCEA credits are mapped to the 
Vocational Pathways. 
 
You can use your profile to show employers how your interests and qualifications relate to their industry 
and support you to do further study, training, or move into work. 
 
Check out your Vocational Profile at www.nzqa.govt.nz/login OR log into the Kamar Portal. 

 
NCEA Level 2 with Vocational Pathways 
 
NCEA Level 2 (or equivalent) is the minimum qualification that you need to achieve to show that you are 
ready to enter and progress to further study, training or work. 
 
Achieving NCEA Level 2 with Vocational Pathways means you have some interest, knowledge and skills 
related to industry. It shows you have: 

• Achieved the required number of credits to achieve NCEA Level 2 
• Achieved the required industry related credits that align with a particular industry 
• A broad understanding of industry 
• Interest and skills that relate to a particular industry 
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Important Information for Year 11 Students
Important Information for Year 11 Students 
o Year 11 students must choose SIX subjects including a course in English, Mathematics and Science.  
o There are several options for each of these subjects; consult your present teacher to decide which one is suitable for you. 
 
There are a number of pathways for students entering Year 11. 

Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 
Students in this pathway will be 
aiming at achieving NCEA Level 1 
over 2 years. Currently they will be 
working at Level 3 or 4 on the New 
Zealand Curriculum framework in 
most subjects. 

Students in this pathway will be 
aiming on achieving NCEA Level 1 
next year with a combination of 
Achievement Standards and some 
Unit Standards (Industry Standards). 
Currently they will be working mostly 
at Level 5 on the New Zealand 
Curriculum framework. 

Students in this pathway will be 
aiming on achieving NCEA Level 1 
next year with mainly Achievement 
Standards. 
Currently they will be working at 
Level 5 or above on the New 
Zealand Curriculum framework. 

Students in this pathway will study 
the following: 
• English – Literacy and 

Communication Skills course 
(ENG103) 

• Maths – Numeracy Mathematics 
• Social and work Skills course 

(SOC101) 
• Living Science (SCI103) or 

Everyday Science (SCI104) 
And 2 options.  
Work Experience may be available 
for students. 

Students in this pathway will study 
the following: 
• A course of English 
• A course of Mathematics 
• A course of Science 
And 3 options 

Students in this pathway will study 
the following: 
• English – ENG101 
• Mathematics – MAT116 or 149 
• Science – SCI101 
And 3 options 
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There are a number of pathways for students entering Year 11. 

Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 
Students in this pathway will be 
aiming at achieving NCEA Level 1 
over 2 years. Currently they will be 
working at Level 3 or 4 on the New 
Zealand Curriculum framework in 
most subjects. 

Students in this pathway will be 
aiming at achieving NCEA Level 1 
the following year with a combination 
of Achievement Standards and some 
Unit Standards (Industry Standards). 
Currently they will be working mostly 
at Level 5 on the New Zealand 
Curriculum framework. 

Students in this pathway will be 
aiming at achieving NCEA Level 1 in 
one year with mainly Achievement 
Standards. 
Currently they will be working at 
Level 5 or above on the New Zealand 
Curriculum framework. 

Students in this pathway will study 
the following: 

• English – Literacy and 
Communication Skills course 
(ENG103) 

• Maths – Numeracy Mathematics 
(MAT103) 

• Social and Community Skills 
course (SOC101) 

• Living Science (SCI103) 
• And 2 options 

(Work Experience may be available 
for students during the year). 

Students in this pathway will study 
the following: 
• A course of English (probably 

ENG102) 
• A course of Mathematics 

(probably STAT101) 
• A course of Science (probably 

SCI102 or 103) 
• And 3 options 
 

Students in this pathway will study 
the following: 
• English – ENG101 
• Mathematics – MAT101 or 

STAT101 
• Science – SCI101 
• And 3 options 
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Information for Students  
Moving into Year 12 or 13

 

Information for Students Moving into Year 12 or 13 
• Year 11 students move to Year 12 automatically. 
• All Year 12 students study SIX subjects. 
• Year 13 students study FIVE subjects (6 subjects with permission of Principal). 
• Year 13 students can select courses at either Level 1, 2 or 3, but they should check very carefully that they meet the 

requirements for the qualifications they want and the courses they may wish to take at Tertiary Level. 
• There may be an option for some students to be granted a study pass. This will be dependent on the course being studied, 

the student’s attendance rate and the ability of the student to independently manage their time and work commitments. A 
study pass must be approved by the parents/caregivers and the Year 13 Dean. 

 
NOTE: Most Level 2 and Level 3 courses have a pre-requisite for entry. Students who do not meet this pre-requisite can not 
expect to be accepted into the course. 
 
Students in Year 12 are able to study a combination of Level 1 and Level 2 courses (and Level 3 if they have met the 
prerequisites). Students in Year 13 are able to study a combination of Level 1, 2 and 3 courses.  
Students must complete the required literacy and numeracy credits at Level 1 to gain their NCEA certificates. 
 
Courses outlined in this document will only be available in 2020 if sufficient students wish to take them AND appropriate 
staff are available to teach them. 
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Entry to University
 

Entry to University 
 

New University Entrance Requirements  
University Entrance (UE) will continue to be the minimum requirement to go to a New Zealand university. 

• NCEA Level 3  
PLUS 
• Three subjects - at Level 3 or above, made up of: 

 14 credits each, in three approved subjects  
PLUS 
• Literacy - 10 credits at Level 2 or above, made up of: 

 5 credits in reading AND 
 5 credits in writing  

PLUS 
• Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above, made up of: 

 achievement standards – specified achievement standards available through a range of subjects, OR 
 unit standards - package of three numeracy unit standards (26623, 26626, 26627- all three required). 

 
Once you have met the requirements for University Entrance it will appear on your Record of Achievement. 
 
THIS DOES NOT GUARANTEE ENTRY TO THE DEGREE OR SUBJECTS OF YOUR CHOICE – in many cases, a 
higher level of achievement will be required. 
 
Many degrees at polytechnics, institutes of technology and private training enterprises also require this entry standard. 
 
Discretionary entry, which is particularly designed for able students to move to university degree study from Year 12, will 
require meeting as a minimum the Mathematics and Literacy requirements above, together with high levels of achievement 
in Level 2 subjects. 
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“Approved” subjects for university  

Available at Thames High School: 
Accounting 
Agriculture & Horticulture 
Biology 
Calculus 
Chemistry 
Classical Studies 
Construction & Mechanical Technologies 
Design and Visual Communication 
Digital Technologies 
Drama 
Earth & Space Science 
Economics 
Education for Sustainability 
English 
French 
Geography 
Health Education 
History 

Home Economics 
Mathematics 
Music Studies 
Painting (Practical Art) 
Photography (Practical Art) 
Physical Education 
Physics 
Processing Technologies 
Science 
Statistics 
Technology 
Te Reo Maori 
 
Others offered by Distance 
Chinese 
German 
Japanese 
Media Studies 
Spanish 
 

Other approved subjects that are not available at Thames High School may be available 
through Distance Courses. Check the NZQA website for a full list of approved subjects. 

 

Note that some degree programmes have limited entry.  In these cases, a higher 
level of attainment in NCEA will be required, e.g. a number of Merits and 
Excellences. 
 
Each university and many courses within each university, have additional 
requirements.  Check the Website of the university concerned for accurate up to 
date information. 
 
Further information on university entrance can be found on the NZQA website at 
www.nzqa.govt.nz 
 

  
“Approved” subjects for university  

Available at Thames High School: 
Agriculture & Horticulture 
Biology 
Calculus 
Chemistry 
Construction & Mechanical Technologies 
Design (Visual Art) 
Design and Visual Communication 
Digital Technologies 
Drama 
Earth & Space Science 
Economics 
Education for Sustainability 
English 
Geography 
Health Education/ Hauora 
History  
Home Economics 
Mathematics 
Media Studies 
Music Studies 
Painting (Practical Art) 
Photography (Practical Art) 
 

Physical Education 
Physics 
Processing Technologies 
Science 
Spanish 
Statistics 
Technology 
Te Reo Maori 
 
Others offered by Distance 
Accounting 
Business Studies 
Chinese 
Classical Studies 
Dance 
French 
German 
History of Art 
Japanese 
Print Making 
Sculpture 
Social Studies 
Te Reo Rangatira 
And other languages as available 

Other approved subjects that are not available at Thames High School may be available through Distance 
Courses. Check the NZQA website for a full list of approved subjects. 

 

Note that some degree programmes have limited entry.  In these cases, a higher level of attainment in NCEA will 
be required, e.g. a number of Merits and Excellences. 
 
Each university and many courses within each university, have additional requirements.   
Check the website of the university concerned for accurate up to date information. 
 
Further information on university entrance can be found on the NZQA website at www.nzqa.govt.nz 
 

 

  
“Approved” subjects for university  
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Painting (Practical Art) 
Photography (Practical Art) 
 

Physical Education 
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Processing Technologies 
Science 
Spanish 
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Technology 
Te Reo Maori 
 
Others offered by Distance 
Accounting 
Business Studies 
Chinese 
Classical Studies 
Dance 
French 
German 
History of Art 
Japanese 
Print Making 
Sculpture 
Social Studies 
Te Reo Rangatira 
And other languages as available 

Other approved subjects that are not available at Thames High School may be available through Distance 
Courses. Check the NZQA website for a full list of approved subjects. 

 

Note that some degree programmes have limited entry.  In these cases, a higher level of attainment in NCEA will 
be required, e.g. a number of Merits and Excellences. 
 
Each university and many courses within each university, have additional requirements.   
Check the website of the university concerned for accurate up to date information. 
 
Further information on university entrance can be found on the NZQA website at www.nzqa.govt.nz 
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Curriculum Flowchart 2020  
Senior Curriculum (NCEA)Curriculum Flowchart 2020 

 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13 

ARTS   

• Art • Art • Visual Art 
 

• Visual Art 
• Photography 
• Visual Art Design 

• Visual Art 
• Photography  
• Visual Art Design 

• Drama • Drama • Drama • Drama • Drama 

• Music • Music • Music • Music • Music 

Cross-Curricula 
Learning 

   • English (CCLE201) 
• Work and Life Skills (CCLW201) 
• PE/Outdoor Pursuits (CCLP201) 
Students must choose all 3 courses 

 

ENGLISH 

• 
 

English • 
 

English • 
OR 

ENG 101 

• 
OR 

ENG 102 

• English (ENG201) 

Literacy and Communication Skills 
(ENG103) 

• Media Studies (MDS201) 
• English (ENG202)  
• Communication English (ENG203) 
 

• English (ENG301) 
• Media Studies (MDS301) 
• Communication English 

(ENG303) 
 

SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 

• • Social Studies 
 

Social Studies • Geography 
• History 
• Social Studies (SOC) 

• Geography 
• History 

 

• Geography 
• History 
 

  • Economics • Economics • Economics 

LANGUAGES 

• Spanish • Spanish • Spanish • Spanish • See Distance 
• Te Reo Maori • Te Reo Maori • Te Reo Maori • Te Reo Maori • Te Reo Maori 

• ELI • ELI • ELI • ELI 
• ELA 

• ELI 
• ELA 

MATHS 

• 
 

Mathematics • 
 

Mathematics • 
• Statistics (STAT101) 

Mathematics (MAT101), 

OR 
• 

• Mathematics (MAT201) 

Numeracy and Financial Skills 
(MAT103)   

• Mathematics (202) 
• Statistics (STAT201) 
  

• Calculus (CALC301)  
• Statistics (STAT301) 
 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

• 
 

Physical Education • 
 

Physical Education 

 

• Physical Education (PED) 
• Outdoor Education (OEC) 
• Active Learning Through 

Movement (LTM101) 
• Health, Outdoor Pursuits & PE 

(HOPE) 

• Physical Education (PED) 
• Outdoor Education (OEC) 
• Active Learning Through 

Movement (LTM201)  

• Physical Education (PED) 
• Outdoor Education (OEC) 
• Fitness (FIT301) 

 

• • Health • Health, Outdoor Pursuits & PE 
(HOPE) 

Health • Health (HTH) • Health (HTH) 

SCIENCE 

• • Science • Science 
• 

Science (SCI101) 

OR 
Science (SCI102) 

• 
 

Living Science (SCI 103) 

• Physics 
• Chemistry 
• Biology 
• General Science (SCI201) 
• Living Science (SCI202) 

• Physics 
• Chemistry 
• Biology 
• General Science (SCI301) 
• Living Science (SCI302) 

 

DISTANCE 
GATEWAY 

Languages as available 
and required 

Languages as 
available and required Languages as available and required 

• Gateway 
• Distance Learning (including 

Languages) 

• Gateway 
• Distance Learning (including 

Languages) 

TECHNOLOGY 

• Food  
Technology in  

• Wood 
• Metal 
• Fabric & Design 

Technology in
• Food  

   

• Metal 
• Wood 
• Fabric & Design 

• Mechanical Engineering 
• Furniture Making 
• Fabric & Design 
• Food and Hospitality 

• Mechanical Engineering 
• Furniture Making 
• Fabric & Design 
• Food and Hospitality 

• Mechanical Engineering 
• Furniture Making 
• Fabric & Design 
• Food and Hospitality 

• Graphics & Design • Graphics & Design • Graphics & Design • Graphics & Design • Graphics & Design 

• Digital  
    Technology 

• Digital 
    Technology 

• Digital Technologies (DTC101) 
• Digital Applications (DTC102) 

• Digital Technologies (DTC201) 
• Digital Applications (DTC202) 

• Digital Technologies via   
Volcanics 

• Digital Applications (DTC302)                                                                             
 

Some of the above subjects offered in Years 9 and 10 are taught in alongside another subject in an 
authentic context. Students will choose some of their courses while ensuring they keep a balance of 
subjects across the curriculum. 

N.B. The underlined subjects are compulsory for that Year Group 

Some of the above subjects offered in Years 9 and 10 are taught in alongside another subject in an authentic context.  
Students will choose some of their courses while ensuring they keep a balance of subjects across the curriculum.

N.B. The underlined subjects are compulsory for that Year Group
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