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As we close the chapter on another school year, we reflect on our
growth, resilience, and collective determination to thrive and reach our
true potential.

Our year began with a powhiri for new students and staff—a fitting
welcome that set the tone for the year ahead. From there, the year
unfolded with highlights both inside and outside the classroom. Many
unforgettable events define our school spirit, and they are celebrated
in this edition of The Haurakian.

One such event was our Matariki Celebration, where our collective
spirit brought the community together in the spirit of Manaakitanga.

It was a true highlight that we hope to build upon next year.

The rollout of our refreshed uniform began this year and will continue
intfo 2025. By 2026, most students will wear it.

Year 12 and 13 students now have a senior uniform, with Year 13
receiving a distinctive pin. For the first time, we also presented
graduation folios at the Leavers’ Dinner.

The Ka Ora Ka Ako, Healthy Lunches programme we launched in
partnership with PEL Group was a great success. While provisions will
change for 2025, we've joined the new centralised programme to
ensure young minds are nourished.

Our early adoption of a phone ban aligned well with the government's
mandate. With good compliance, we've seen increased activity at
break times and stronger interpersonal connections.

The Active As programme has been a great addition, offering activities
during Year 9 classes, after school, and at lunchtimes. With facilities like
exercise equipment, a frisbee golf course, and basketball hoops, it has
become a real highlight.

Challenges, including implementing Level 1 NCEA, were met with
determination to support our taiohi (young people). The resilience of
staff, students, and whanau has been inspiring.

Our village—kaiako, kaimahi, parents, whanau, and friends—remains
the backbone of our success. Thanks also go fo the school board for
their strategic guidance.

To our student leaders, thank you for your invaluable contributions.
Your leadership has left a legacy that will be felt for years to come.

For those leaving Thames High School, carry forward the lessons
learned, friendships formed, and our values. May you look back fondly
and pursue your ambitions while contributing positively to your
communities.

Whether you're reading this edition of The Haurakian as the year ends
or looking back in the future, may it remind you of the shared
experiences and memories that make Thames High School a place to
cherish.

Ngd Manaakitanga
Michael Hart
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Student eaders 2024
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MANUARATAKI
-A-KURA /
HEAD
TUDENT LEADER
2024

CASSANDRA DUTHIE

As a Head Student, it is my responsibility to be a
dependable source of support for anyone in need
and to collaborate with my fellow Student Leaders
to ensure that our school benefits from a positive
influence.

The aspect of school that | love the most is
parficipating in  sport and the meaningful
relationships that come with them. It is a great joy fo
work together with others and proudly represent our
school while engaging in the sport that | am
passionate about.

Once | complete my education at Thames High
School, my aspirations are to explore both New
Zealand and other countries. | have my sights set on
attending the New Zealand School of Tourism,
where | aim to obtain a Diploma in Tourism and
Management. This will not only give me the
opportunity to travel and see the world, but also to
meet new people and gain insights into various
cultures.

ANUKURA MAORI /
MAORI
STUDENT LEADER
2024
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ABBY GREENWOOD

| miva baan chosen Tor the rale of Deputy Head
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HUNTER GROWDEN

*Note: These were written at the start of the year so plans may have changed

Kia oro, My nasma is Hunter Growdon

Thiz yaas | Five Baan chogen 1o take on tha
role a8 & Deputy Student Lesder ot Thames
High S&hadl
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MAIA HARRISON
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NIA WILSON
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STUDENT LEADER
2024
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Wt & star 1o Term 1 20774 31 Thames High School!
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Let's make 2074 3 year of nourshment, growth, and togethes ness!
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ANZAC
Dawn

“It is a great honour to speak and stand here today on behalf of Thames High School to commemorate the many male
and female veterans, Maori Battalions and animals, who fought and defended our country and gave their lives to protect
ours and the future ones to come. We reflect on the ageless values of duty, honour, and comradeship that define us.

The ANZAC heritage has been written into the fabric of our identity throughout history, reminding us of how much we
owe fo those who fought for our freedoms selflessly. As we stand here today, let us honour their memory and settle to
uphold the principles for which they fought, ensuring that the candle of remembrance burns brightly for future
generations.

In the First World War, over one hundred and twenty thousand New Zealand froops enlisted, around one hundred
thousand served overseas, and nearly one in five who served abroad did not return. The eight thousand five hundred-
strong New Zealand Expidishanary Force (NZEF) was quickly developed under the command of Alexander Godley, a
British commander on loan in New Zealand.

On October 16, 1914, the NZEF left New Zealand as the largest group of men (and horses) to leave at once. The ten
tfroopships travelled over the Tasman to join the Australian Imperial Force (AlF). Together, they set sail across the Indian
Ocean towards France, where they would join the British Expeditionary Force that had been dispatched. Following the
main body, a Mdori contingent served as garrison troops in Molta and Gallipoli. There were two thousand, two hundred
and twenty-seven Mdori who served in the NZEF throughout the conflict.

The 28th Mdori Battalion was at times aftached fo each of the Division's three brigades. A lieutenant cernal
commanded each battalion. The Mdaori Battalion usually contained 700-750 men, divided into five units.

The Maori Baftalion were excellent problem solvers, engineers, home defenders, artillery and on the front line. The
Battalion’s four rifle companies were organised on a tribal basis, A, B, C, and D.

B Company consisted of men from Rotorua, Bay of Plenty, Taupo, and the Thames-Coromandel areas.

Traditionally, haka was a customary way to welcome, celebrate, entertain, and challenge visiting tribes, but it also
served to strengthen warriors as they headed into battle. It was a show of physical expertise but also an embodyment of
cultural pride, strength, and unity.

During World War 2 almost three thousand six hundred men served overseas with the Maori Battalion between 1940 and
1945. Of these, 649 were killed in action or died on active service, more than 10% of the six thousand and sixty-eight New
Zealanders who lost their lives serving with NZEF were in the Middle East and Europe.

Between 1941 and 1945, New Zealand's 28th Mdori Battalion forged an outstanding reputation on the battlefields of
Greece, Crete, North Africa and Italy.

By 1945, the 28 Maori Baftalion had become one of New Zealand's most celebrated and decorated units. But Maori
contributed to the war effort in many different ways, at home and overseas. The 28th Mdori Battalion established a
formidable reputation as one of New Zealand's finest fighting forces. Allegedly Erwin Rommol Commander of all Axis
forces in North Africa had the greatest respect for the bravery and courage of the 28th Maori Battalion.

So let us not forget all the brave New Zealanders who protected what we have today and what we have for the future.
Lest we forget

Ake! Ake! Kia Kaha E!

Forever and forever, be strong.
Thank you.

Casandra Duthie’s Speech
Head Student
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Today, we gathered in Thames to honour the ANZAC spirit, and it was heartening to
witness Thames High School students embodying that legacy in vanous robes, From
the Cadets to 51, John's, they stocd united, paying homage 1o our heroes. Kudes to
Head Students Cassandra Duthie and Koen Liddell for their stirring speeches, and to
Joa Hayward, representing both student body and Cadets, for lowearing the flag with

solemn reversnce, On this polgnant morning, we nemember and salute all who
served. Lest we forget. Sanzacday2024




souse Activities

Celebrating Achievements: Thames High School House Activities Day/Athletics 2024
Thursday 22 February marked a day of spirited competition as our students
participated in the House Activities Day/Athletics event. Amidst cheers and a
heated PUkana game, our talented athletes showcased their skills, leaving an
indelible mark on the record books.

Among the standout performances of the day, two remarkable achievements stand
out:

Ellie Johnson Breaks Intermediate Girls Triple Jump Record: With a breathtaking leap
of 9.82 meters, Ellie Johnson soared past the previous record set by R Juby in 2021,
establishing herself as the new record holder and inspiring us all with her incredible
athleticism and determination.

Isayah Boyd Sefs New Intermediate Boys High Jump Record: Isayah Boyd's
remarkable performance saw him scale new heights, quite literally, as he cleared
an impressive 1.82 meters in the High Jump event. Surpassing the previous record
held by C Veal since 2019, Isayah's achievement is a testament to his hard work,
talent, and dedication to his sport.

We couldn't be prouder of Ellie, Isayah, and all our athletes who competed with
passion and sportsmanship.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the staff, and volunteers who contributed to the
success of the day. A special mention to our students who recorded the day via
drone and shared some amazing bird's eye view images! Your dedication and
enthusiasm make moments like these possible, and we're grateful for your
unwavering support.

As we reflect on the incredible achievements of House Activities Day/Athletics 2024,
let's confinue to celebrate the spirit of sportsmanship, Manaakitanga and
Whakamana that define our school community.

We're thrilled to extend our heartfelt congratulations to all our Athletic age group
champions for 2024! Their dedication, hard work, and unwavering determination
have truly shone through.

Blog Post
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Scat Boxing

@hms High Schoal Events and Cetebrations
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Today was an unforgettable day in the busic Depariment! Thanks 1o Creatnee 'Wakcato, we had
v peealegs of hoating Beatboding champion and Thames High School alumal, Jy Pakmnga (aka
Goreeticl, along with the exceptionally talented Beaw Monga. They shared thewr mesmerizing
skills wilh our Studenis, ledyving Everyond i e

Cher snicr guitar group had the opponunity 1o expariment with looping, immarsing themsebes
in the world of music alongside these two phenomenal artists. The energy in the rocm was
oloscbns, and the talom on Bsplay was sumgly rind-Blowing?

Tormorrow, Jj and Beau will be visiting Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga {also Jj's old school). If you
weard 10 withess their magic firsl-hand, bé sure 1o drop by and expenence the Grilhandce fod
yoursalt

Maseiee thandes 10 Jj Pakinga and Beau Monga for irspiring us with their incredible talons!

g BCnatheWmkaio Fdusica Talant

The Earp Visit

Thames High School Events and Celebrations
Published by Justing Lady-Burke @ - April & at 295PM O

The Music Department hit the jackpot once more with an enchanting pedal harp
presentation by Canadian harpist Josh Layne, as part of a project spearheaded by
local enthusiast Anna Dunwoodie to introduce harps into schools, supported by
TCDC s Creative Communities Scheme.

Josh paid a wisit on Monday morning, engaging with our senior Music students and
Year 10 newcomers, delving into the instrument’s history, technolegy, and the
beautiful melodies it produces. There were plenty of beaming smiles from the brave
students who dared to try their hand at playing!




Creative Writing

Statement of intent:

I am going to write a creative piece from the perspective of
a guard inside Shawshank prison during the time that the film
The Shawshank Redemption was set (approx 1947-1970). The
character narrating the piece is not a named character in
the film but a background character observing from further
away. He is referred to as Eddie by his wife Elsie. This piece is
meant as a contrasting point of view and is captured in short
snippets at different times of day.

Uniform? Grey. Walls? Grey. Hair? Greyer than yesterday.

| traipse up to the bright green front door of our cottage. Elsie
likes it that way. She keeps her life full of colour. | don’t know
what I'd do without her. “Eddie!” Her radiant smile alleviates
all stress from the shift before. | smell the rich, seasoned steam
from the kitchen. Home. At dinner | try to keep conversation
away from Shawshank. Elsie tells me of her improved flower
garden and my spirits slowly rise higher.

It takes me a while to get to sleep. Every creak in the rafters
jolts me awake until suddenly the sky has begun to lighten.

Uniform? Grey. Air? Cold. | frudge to the road side and await
the bus. Fellow guards enlarge my vision as they too leave
the warmth of their homes. The bus rattles along as if to
remind us of our positions. It is not only the convicts that are
prisoners to Shawshank. | am swapped in at Breakfast. My
post is near a table of whispering inmates. Eavesdropping
makes life here more bearable. “Did ye hear?” a hunched,
older man leans into his peers. “That library bloke is goin
round askin fer a rope” His thick accent had me leaning
forward slightly to make out his words. “Always was an
oddball that one. My bet he won't last till mornin” | knew
exactly who he was talking about. Dufresne. He had helped
me handle funds when Elsie’s father had passed. The way he
held himself made you think he wasn't a prisoner at all. It was
as if he was just going about his day at work like any old
London Banker. The Scotsman noticed me and stopped
talking.

Mind? Blank. Bell? Loud.

The following day my thoughts linger with the Dufresne boy,
summoned fo the yard. | find myself amongst a sea of my
same uniform. A panicked looking senior guard stood before
us. “A prisoner has escaped!” | feel my eyes widen. In all my
years here | have never seen an escape. Not a successful
one anyway. Men run in all directions as our senior shouts
orders. | follow a group out to... the creek where the sewage
is let out. Frantically | follow the masses down the bank for
what feels like an hour of searching. What exactly for? I'm not
certain. Elsie won't be happy with the smell.

Izzy Fitzsimmons (Year 12)

The Whispering Coral

Gazing out the window, my whanau bustling around me, |
felt a weird mix of excitement and nerves. Our old house,
sitting right on the edge of the reef, seemed to buzz with
energy. The ocean was wilder than usual, its waves crashing
against the shore like they were trying fo fell us something.
The morning light peeked through the window, making
everything look a bit magical. Today was different. We were
finally going to explore the far side of the reef, a place that
everyone talked about but no one had seen up close. My
heart was pounding as | got ready, wondering what we
would find out there.

Bordering the old house was the ancient reef, like a giant
playground full of coral and fish. It felt alive, whispering
secrets of the ocean. As we walked out, the water was crystal
clear, and | could see colourful fish darting around the coral.
Each step made me feel more connected to the sea. The
reef started to change as we went further. The familiar corals
furned info strange shapes, tall and shadowy under the
water. The whispers got louder, like the reef was frying to fell
us something important. My whdnau moved ahead, their
voices mixing with the sounds of the waves, but | stayed
back, mesmerised by the scene. A school of silver fish swam
by, shining in the sunlight, leading me deeper into the reef's
mysteries.

Suddenly, the whispers turned into a loud, urgent noise. |
looked back and saw the house far away, a tiny dot against
the horizon, and panic rose inside me. My whanau was far
ahead, and | felt alone. | starfed to run, my feet slipping on
the wet coral. The ocean seemed to rise and fall around me,
like it had a mind of its own. Just as | caught up, a huge wave
crashed over us, knocking me off my feet. | was underwater,
surrounded by swirling blue and green. Even in the chaos, |
felt a strange calm, like the reef was holding me. | came up,
gasping for air, and saw my whanau's worried faces. As the
wave pulled back, it left us standing there, amazed by the
power and beauty of the ocean. We knew we were part of
something much bigger, and that the reef had its own story
fo tell.

Blaze Houghton (Year 10)
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Matai Whetu Art Trip

the il gverlooking Kopu

and of course lots of sketching!

E Thames High School Events and Celebrations
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J B4 What an enniching experience for our Year 11 Art and Design classas! They
had the prnvilege of wisiting Matal Whelu recently, a stunnimg marae nestled atop

Thir day was filbed with earning about the rich tikanga of the marag, soakindg in
wisdom shared by Matua Wati, and diligently recording ocur newfound knowladge

Thank you to everyone invofved for making this excurséon possible. Here's to
more moments of cultural immersion and artistic inspiration!
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On Wednesday 6 March Year 13 went to camp at
Tapapakanga Regional Park for two nights and three days

In groups of twelve, they participated in multiple
activities and were challenged to work together and
learn new things about each other.

One of the highlights of the camp was the spider web
challenge, a test of agility, coordination, and most
importantly, teamwork. Picture this: twelve individuals,
each with a unique set of skills and perspectives,
manoeuvring through a tangled maze of ropes without
making contact or doubling up. It was a feat that
demanded creativity, communication, and support for
one another.

"It forced us to think creatively and communicate with
one another, which helped us grow closer and more
comfortable with each other." -Nia Wilson Student
Leader

Throughout the camp, we were fed nutritious meals
and were well looked after. This experience has led to
our Year 13 group becoming closer having built
connections with each other and the teachers on a
deeper level.




CARS Camp

EARS is a tuakana-teina peer support
programme.

This year ftwenty students volunteered to
support student welfare by being available
as ‘a listening ear’ on an as needed basis
during morning tea and lunchtimes.
Alongside these students we are lucky to
have the support of 24-7's Samanda and
Linny, as well as Lisa Barnett (Learning
Support Co-ordinator)

The training camp was an integral part of the
learning around how to be an EARS tuakana.
This year the camp was held at Te Mata
Lodge where everyone got to know each
other better through learning and team-
building activities.

These included communication and listening
skills, building trust, ethical considerations,
cooperative games and problem-solving
skills.

Kylie Finch
School Counsellor

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga sent a team
of riders to the Waikato/ BOP mountain bike
trail regional competition at Te Miro MTB park
on Thursday 14 March. e
Our team made up of part-time riders, non- " L

riders and give-it-a-goers from years 9-12 . T 5 ¥ .
arrived to some uncertain  weather . ; pt ‘-;ﬂ*i
condifions, along with uncertainties about Ja~
what to expect or how they will go in the
unknown of never being in an event like this.
Our team made us incredibly proud with top-
10 finishes against experienced riders. Their
dedication and effort were evident despite
the tough conditions and the high caliber of
competitors in the field. They are looking
forward fo the next event and | encourage
others to inquire with Tess about joining the
tfeam.

Thanks to the whanau who came over to
support us, shout out to Hydralink Thames for
having our riders back.

Our team - Ride hard, Ride smart, Ride Dirty.
Ko koe tonu a rungal

Shannon Paki
Mentor Check & Connect
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Beneath the Coral Canopy by Jake Robinson (Year 10)

Peering out the window, my family and | watched as the
morning sun painted the ocean in all sorts of dreamy colours.
The waves looked like they were dancing, whispering secrets
to anyone who cared fo listen. Being the oldest kid in the
house, | felt this pressure to be all responsible and stuff, like |
had to be the one looking out for everyone.

My mum, she kept trying to talk me out of it, saying things like,
"You don't have to go, Tama. Our reef needs you here." And
yeah, it kinda got to me, you know? Like, leaving behind all
that love and comfort wasn't easy. But at the same time,
there was this pull, this urge to go out there and see what's
beyond our little patch of paradise.

When | got that letter from the marine research institute,
offering me this gig as a coral conservationist, | swear my
heart skipped a beat. It was like all my dreams were suddenly
within reach. And yeah, it was scary as heck, thinking about
leaving everything behind and diving into the unknown. But it
was also super exciting like | was about to embark on this
epic adventure.

So, the stretch of coastline by our old house? It was like the
gateway to a whole new world. Saying goodbye to my
family wasn't easy, but | knew deep down that | had to do
this. As | stepped onto that boat, | felt this mix of nerves and
excitement bubbling up inside me. Sure, it was gonna be
tough out there, but | was ready to dive in and protect the
wonders waiting for me beneath the coral canopy.

As the boat chugged away from the shore, | couldn't help
but feel a pang of sadness at leaving behind the familiar
sights and sounds of home. The salty breeze tousled my hair,
and | fook one last look at the coastline disappearing info the
distance. But amidst the nostalgia, there was also a sense of
anticipation building within me. | was on my way to
something greater, something that would define my purpose
and shape my future. With each passing wave, | felt more
determined than ever to make a difference in the world of
marine conservation.

Creative Writing by Lily McCarthy (Year 10)

The kitchen counter is full with used pans, cooking utensils,
plates big and small, knives, forks, serving spoons, dropped
veggies and little blobs of gravy that spilt out of the mixing
bowl. My dog Poppy is sitting and watching with love in her
puppy eyes, every once and a while getting thrown a bit of
chicken. My Dad has always loved this dog, and absolutely
loves cooking.

He's sipping some beer while singing and swaying along to
the old music blasting through his little blue speaker. | can
hear him humming along to Al Green's “Let's Stay Together”
as he slices the juiciest potatoes He glances up at the
beautiful sun which is shining right through our kitchen
window, and then back down at his chopping board, up
and down and up and down, while moving his head to the
beat. He's going to finish our Sunday roast pretty fast tonight.
He's wearing his usual attire, a smart Ralph Lauren polo shirt,
long black shorts and black ankle socks. His short dark brown
hair is covered with his classic worn out straw hat, strings
pulled just loose around his neck, the tip of the hat almost
touches the roof because he's so tall, with black rimmed Ray

Creative Writinga

The journey to the marine research instifute was long and
arduous, but every moment was filled with excitement and
wonder. As the boat approached the island where the
institute was located, | caught my first glimpse of the coral
reefs shimmering beneath the crystal-clear waters. It was a
sight to behold, a breathtaking mosaic of colours and life,
unlike anything | had ever seen before. My heart swelled with
pride and determination as | realised the importance of the
work that lay ahead.

Stepping onto the island, | was greeted by a team of
passionate scientists and researchers, all dedicated to
protecting and preserving our precious coral reefs. It felt like |
was part of something bigger than myself, a community
united by a common goal. Over the coming days and
weeks, | threw myself infto my work with unwavering
dedication, diving deep into the ocean to study and protect
the fragile ecosystems that lay beneath the surface.

With each passing day, | grew more confident in my abilities
and more determined to make a positive impact on the
world around me. The challenges were many, but so were
the rewards. Whether it was rescuing injured sea creatures or
conducting groundbreaking research, every moment felt like
a step towards a brighter future for our oceans and our
planet.

Looking back now, | realise that leaving home was the best
decision | ever made. Beneath the coral canopy, | found not
only adventure and discovery but also a sense of purpose
and belonging that | had never known before. As | continue
my journey as a coral conservationist, | know that the
wonders of the ocean will always be my home, guiding me
forward on my quest to protect and preserve the treasures
that lie beneath the waves.

"

Bans perched on top of it. | look a little further down and see
a massive smile filling his face, with a bit of tongue hanging
out as a sign of concentration. He's focused but | know he's
enjoying himself because he loves cooking and he's pretty
fantastic af it.

“Can you lay the table for me please?” he says while still
humming along to the song. His voice is so deep but so
loving. About half an hour later our dinner was ready. We alll
loved Sunday roasts. All that can be heard is my family
laughing and joking and my dad trying to get in on the
conversations as he plates up our dinners. He finally sits down
with a big sigh of relief after finishing all that cooking.

After dinner is finished we all help to clean up, except for
Dad of course, He gets a free pass after doing the actual
cooking. By the fime we are finished the sun is just setting in
the littfle crack of the mountains. | know this because | can
see it reflecting onto Dads eyes as he shields his face from
the glare. We all sit down around him and that's when he
says “Same time next week?”




@ Thames High School Events and Celabrations
Bianilich v Jisiiing Lady -8B -B d

& & What an adventure! s i

On Tuesday 20 Februeary, a group of Year 12 students made the journey to Wero
White Water Park in Manukau. They pat their ratting skills to the test, showcasing
overything they've learned duning Dutdoar Education Level 2,

Fram nanngating through rapids (o working tegether as a tesm, these students
ahoned true courage and deterrmination

A huge shoutout to all the students who participated and to our amazing Outdoor
Education kaiako tor organizing such an incredibie experience, »
#luidesrEducation EWeGrowTegetherToAchsvyelnesTruePotential

Thames High Schoal Events and Celebrations

Pubkshid by Justrng Lady-Bue 2 Im 5

at Extrema Edge in Panmure! From scaling the heights of the clmbing walls to

& #ExtremaEdge #OutdoorEducation
#WeGrowTogetherTobchsweDnesTruePotential

wl Check out these awesome Lnapshols of our seniar students rockmng oul (]

canquering challenging roubes, they*we truhy shown their determination and skill,




Congratulations to Amber and Bella Hunt (Year 11) and Neka Woolf (Year 11) who
competed in the Thames Valley Secondary School Showjumping event held at
Thames Pony Club and placed second overall.

All three girls are experienced riders and competed in three different classes for
the event.

Thames High Scheol Events and Celebrations
RSTETS - | ]
Comgratilaticns

SHR Mived touch team who WON T the TVES touch finals yeslerday and placed
151 overal

JMR Girls for placeng 3rd ¥ overall yesterday

Spocial thanks o our staff who altended yesterday David Harrison | Jon Flatchar
and Shannon Paki




Swimming
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Bchools Alblet: Champs held in T weeks lime.

@ Thammes High School Events and Celebrations o ﬂ

Congratulations 1o our 24 athigtes who participated in the Thames Valley Secondary Schocls
Alrdstics Chamipecnships &1 Pasrcn and sehsnsad mpressive resue,

Thgae wihd gained in the Top 3 of 1heir avenis will be attending the Wai [ Bop Secondary

Directions Da

On Wednesday 20 March staff got to meet the parents and whanau of
our new Year 9's. It was a lovely evening of connection and community
celebrated with a yummy BBQ hosted by the student leaders.

| VBS




Thames High School's annual International Food Fesiival was a el once agan on Wednesday,
Jure 12!

Lhir talented students wowed everyone with a deboipus spread of dishes trom Ciarman,
Turkish, Canadian, Japanase, and Indian cuisines. The food quality was top=ngich, saming
rave reviews from all who attended

A huge shoulout 19 Sudent Leader Izzy Fitzsimmaons for arganizing the esenl, international
Student Manager Pauliine Managh, Faod Technalogy teacher Dsanna Phillips, and our amazing
whinau wluntesers for their Ssuggort and guidance. Thark you all boe making this ansnt 59
spesinlt




Ben Titzgerald (Yeartl)

Alison Tomsett (Yearil)

Lexi Dinveen (Yearil)

You'll never Know
It vou dont

Ever Try

TR T

: -y j.. I Tola Cullen (Yeartl)
Qose Thomsen (Yearil) 2 LB 26




Creative
Writing

Sharne: Character Portrait

As | look around her room, | spot a crib, a TV, piles of nappies,
and baby clothes, along with her bed in the corner.

At home, she often raises her voice when | forget to do my
chores, but beneath that, she's a truly wonderful mother
whom | love dearly.

In her spare time, she cares for my little brother, and when
she's not busy sleeping, cleaning or at work, she's always
there to help me with whatever | need. She enjoys going to
the gym or taking spontaneous walks to stay active, and
when the mood strikes her, she loves to cook. Despite her
occasional frustration, her dedication and love for our family
shine through in everything she does.

My mother stands tall at about é feet, her presence both
commanding and warm. She has beautiful mid-length black
hair that she often wears in a high bun, giving her a relaxed
look. Her striking brown eyes are framed by a sprinkle of
charming freckles that scatter across her face, adding to her
unique beauty. Typically dressed in casual, comfy clothes,
she exudes an effortless style that perfectly matches her
easygoing personality. Whether she'’s running errands or
spending time with family, her comfort and confidence is
why everyone loves her, making her the heart of our home.

She frequently encourages me to “go for a walk and get
some exercise,”_but mostly she just insists that | come home
right after school to clean my room.

An hour later, she would usually be doing the same thing,
making food for my little brother or resting on her phone. It is
a familiar scene, she'd often be in the kitchen, cooking
something tasty just for him. If she wasn't busy in the kitchen,
she'd be settled in her favourite spof, scrolling through her
phone and catching up on messages. She would most often
cook some crushed-up veggies as he can’t eat much due to
his lack of teeth, but from time\to fime she would give him a
little bite of her food.

Amiria-Rose Herewini (Year 9)

A Love Cdlled ‘Grandma’

Sleeping on Grandma'’s lap after not seeing each other for
years. The wind blows the smell of Lily flowers, instantly
reminding me of the memories | have of this house.

The shelves are packed with snacks and toys as she knows
that all the grandchildren are going fo be here. Laughter
flled the air, wrapping us with happiness. We all miss
Grandmal

Floral patterned top, long black pants, brown brow-line
glasses, diamond-shaped gold earrings. That's my Grandma'’s
style—the classic Cambodian women's style. Normally, her
house would be cluttered with things, shelves standing in a
queue filled with Buddhism's holy books and souvenirs from
faraway places. The fridge with all the grandchildren’s
childhood drawings hanging on it, another straight-one-line
shelf got hung up, along with pictures of the members of the
family. Wood carved couches that | know Grandma spends
her time cleaning and wiping every single day.

In the corner is a small tidy bed that Grandma can relax on in
her free time. Now it gets cleared out, just to make room for
snacks and toys. My heart sinks as | take a glance at it, how
long it takes her to move all the things away, the corner of
her lips sfill lifted when she looks at me. How is she not tired?

With open arms, she bends down to make a signal for the
grandchildren to run toward her and give hugs.

After the greetings, Grandma sits in the centre. Younger
grandchildren are having fun by playing with each other,
running around, lost in their game. The toys are flying around,
food is over the floor, you can tell how messy the living room
is. Yet, | can still see the light in Grandma'’s eyes. She never
asks much but always gives, although she is listening to me
complain about school, all the stressful things | have in my life.
She responds with nothing but tilting her head and gives me
the softest look as she listens to it. * Were you being a nice
kid?" Grandma asks. She never cares about grades nor my
accomplishment, but being nice and can fit in is what
matters. “Yes.” | reply as | lean toward her for a hug. She
knows I'm her “"Grandma'’s girl.”

An hour later, everyone's faces are red. The sweat falls down
like light rain. We all lie down next to her. “Hah! Seem:s like all
of you are tired, come closer, I'll tell you a story.”

She has a soft and sweet voice but in a mocking way. She
loves reading, is a good explainer, and is the best storyteller.
This elderly woman takes a sip of water, one leg crossed over
another, and then she begins unfolding her story of
Cambodian childhood memories, the tradition she grew up
with. Every word she shares feels like history stitched info our
hearts. The room is quiet as she finishes. Younger kids are now
drowsy like there is weight on their head that they can't lift
them up. Comfortable silence, lowering their head on pillows.
Grandma'’s lap that was once my spoft is now shared with my
cousin. | watch her gazing at us with a soft smile before | fully
close my eyes. Open them again with Grandma'’s singing.
Oh! Her lovely voice.

The sky is getfting red, and a big tree on the opposite side is
covering the setting sun. It's dinner time! Running, racing,
pushing just for the best spot on the dining table. We gather
around, squeezing our eyes as we smell the home-cooked
food. We carry it with non-stop conversation. The laughter
begins to bubble up. By the time we finish, | gaze at
Grandma, despite the years and changes, her spirit remains
the same-endless giving, endless caring. To her, happiness is
when all of us are around in this house, and to us, this is
HOME.

Kimju Taing (Year 10)




On Tuesday 30 April, students in Year 12 undertook black water
caving as part of their Level 2 credits in Outdoor Education with
the Legendary Black Water Rafting Company at Waitomo Caves.

In this blog post, we highlight the achievement of students who
completed the US20133 standard in basic caving skills, earning
2x Level 2 credits. During this activity, students demonstrated
both individual and group preparedness in a caving
environment. They adhered to safety protocols by wearing
appropriate  clothing and footwear, identified hazards,
navigated through the cave efficiently and safely, and followed
principles of cave conservation fo minimize human impact.

For many of our students, this experience marked their inaugural
journey through a cave; some had initially considered
withdrawing. However, every participant persevered, resulting in
a rewarding experience for all. Being immersed in a dark,
confined space for nearly an hour pushed students beyond their
comfort zones, fostering resilience. Conquering such challenges
allows students to discover their capabilities, manage their
anxieties, and develop a supportive mindset towards their peers.
The students learned about their capabilities and supported
each other throughout, demonstrating Manaakitanga tikanga /
everyone matters.

We received commendable feedback from our instructors on
the positive aftitudes and conduct of our students during their
fime in the cave.

Thank you to all the staff who helped make this experience
memorable.

Blog Post

Wednesday 23 October: The day went
very well. The students completed a
number of different high ropes courses
and zip lines, each more challenging than
the last. To be able to complete the
courses, students needed to overcome
any anxiety around heights, problem solve
to figure out how to complete each
course and physically push themselves in
some instances as the courses could be
physically demanding. The students
persevered when up against an obstacle
and successfully completed the courses.

Ms Taryn Slee
HoD / Kaiarataki Physical Education

79



Manawatia a Matariki! Matariki is a time to remember the past;
to celebrate with loved ones; honouring those who have passed
and look to the future.

Including Matariki themes in our school curriculum has been a
feature since 2022, and this year was no exception, with learning
areas having topics in the lead-up to Matariki. It was brilliant that
this year we were able to recognise Matariki with a hangi feast,
evening performances and fire sculpture.

A big thank you to everyone involved - planning, contributing
time, donating, preparing and cooking kai (food), and to
whanau and members of our community who were able to join
us on Thursday 27 June.

Manawatia a Matariki

Special thanks to the team of taiohi who dug the hangi pit, and
to Wayne Whitney, Charles Corey, Shannon Paki, Triff, John and
the Rev'd Brendan Wilkinson who joined from 3.30 am on
Thursday to start the fire and prepare the umu (earth oven) to
cook our kai.

Another special thanks to Te Kura Tuatahi o Te Kauaeranga
(Thames South School) for their generous lending of the irons,
sacking and sheets for the umu. The iron food baskets for the
hangi were made possible by a grant from The Seagull Centre in
2023.

We will look to build further on these events as we honour
Matauranga Maori (Maori knowledge and understanding).

Michael Hart
Principal / Tumuaki
















Creative Writing

Snakes of smoke rise with the promise of bacon. Chopped
onion littered on a chopping board, waiting for their time to
star in the dish; fried rice. My father floats around the kitchen,
calm in the masses of chaos. Whilst not a divine culinary
experience, his food still displays a mixture of flavours and
colours perfected to our family's standard through
experimentation.

The aftermath of a war with the eggs sits dead on the
stovetop. Decked in blackened butter, and food that made
its home in the warmth of the pan. The sourness of onions
stalks slowly around the room, yet his eyes are not laced in
tears as he perseveres through the smoke flooding the
kitchen. One door is shut to avoid the blaring headache of a
smoke alarm whilst one is opened to avoid the darkening
mist-type situation lingering longer than necessary. The
clouds have already elevated off the pale blue tiles from
behind the oven twisting their way through the entrance to
streams of sunlight that were quickly dying against the
horizon leaving an ombre of pinks, and yellows.

Music filled the room, energy lifting in its presence, always
themed to my father's moods or sometimes the dish itself.
Today it was a simple jozz-style melody. It brightens up the
room even though the summer sun is being forced past the
hills lining the horizon, streams of sunlight a last protest from it
as it creeps further away. Bare feet pad across the room. He
was always like that, underdressed, whether it was the
middle of summer or winter nights that cooled the room.
There were very few occasions that shorts were exchanged
for winter wear meaning his outfits rarely changed. Freckles
of paint-stained them, and a neutral palette although navy
blue had snuck in there over the years, yet mostly it remained
extremely similar shirts coloured with grey or black.

A frown crosses his face, concentrated and thoughtful yet
tense. My father always wore a neutral expression when he
was fired. But if he saw you looking at him, he would
exchange a soft smile concealing worry and fatigue. The
wood beneath his feet creaks courtesy of water damage on
the wooden floors underneath the lino as he makes his way
over to the metallic bench. Which was currently covered in
freshly used dishes and herbs and spices, not a piece of
metal in sight. My father's cooking was not the definition of
organised, always ending with our table covered in lovely
food whilst the bench was hit by a hurricane, disastrous to
clean. The final product is always well received, though.

Sophie Whyte (Year 10)

Creative Writing

Looking into the outside kitchen, | see Pops ‘pootling’ around.
He's locked in, tossing in ingredients and stirring the poft.

| hear him mutter to himself about something | can’t quite
catch. The sizzling sound of oil fills the air, and the onions are
cooking away. The bubbling from one of the pots smells
absolutely divine, but | can't see what's in it.

We chat about what's going on with the family—not
anything too deep, but it's always nice to have a good old
‘goss’ with my grandad. His focus remains unwavering even
though we're deep in conversation now. He's truly in the
zone.

One of his many white shirts is splattered with little stains of
red, adding some colour fo his outfit. The baggy jeans he's
got on now sport flour stains. He's probably regretting not
wearing an apron. His bald head kind of matches the eggs
on the bench, the only difference being the bits of fluffy hair
he has. With that concentrated yet ‘zen’ expression he
always wears when cooking, he tosses some garlic info a
pan. He looks like a professional chef. It's nice to know we're
going to have a wonderful dinner.

Even though this highly skilled man is a great chef, he's not a
great cleaner. There's mess everywhere—spilled flour here,
bits of food there—the absolute tornado that is my Pops has
struck. But it's okay because his amazing food makes up for
the chaos he creates while making it.

Two hours later, it's cleanup time. I'm the one tidying up
because, apparently, being an adult excuses you from doing
anything else. Just kidding, but the work ahead in this kitchen
is no joke. | start by putting all the food and ingredients away
in their designated places and piling up the dishes. | furn on
the hot water and wait for it to reach the right temperature—
it may take a while for the taps to heat up. Plugging the sink
with my right hand, | grab the soap and pour it in with my left.
I'm a multitasking genius!

As | begin to wash up, Pops enters the kitchen. He asks if |
need any help. | fell him that would be amazing, as | don't
know if | have the energy to dry the dishes as well. He grabs a
towel from the cupboard. | turn up the radio, and we listen
together, falling into a rhythm of cleaning.

Zara Chamberlain (Year 10)
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Debating

Australian
Maths Trust

Founded in the early 1970s by Peter O'Halloran, the Australian
Mathematics Trust (AMT) began with a vision to enhance mathematics
interest and capabilities among students.

On Wednesday 7 August, several Thames High School students
competed in one of their online competitions.

All students received a certificate according to the criteria below.

Participation: is awarded to a student who has participated in the
competition and received no higher award.

Proficiency: is awarded to a student who has received a pre-set score
and received no higher award. Students who achieve proficiency
have demonstrated competency in mathematical problem-solving to
Australian standards.

Distinction: is awarded to a student who is in the top 20% of their year
and region (25% for Senior division) and has received no higher
award.

Congratulations to
these students:

Eliza Carter (Year 10)

CERTIFICATE OF
PROFICIENCY
Simrat Kaur (Year 10)
CERTIFICATE OF
PROFICIENCY

——

@ Th.1n'!E= HruhS:rhn-ul‘Eutntl.:'-d Eultflr.lﬂm-m. lzzy Fitzsimons (Year 12)
3 ! : o CERTIFICATE OF

Oin Surdary 1T Banch the Thasmes High School Debate Club partacipabed i Eha PARTICIPATION

By of Planty Debating Regionals Compatticn. Bogh the Senkoar Team and Year 11
Tieam shoacased thair kil ared DMEa1on, BERGEANG SOME PRORERsLwE resiuia!

* Our Serdor Team trumphed in 2 out of 3 debales  Bul that's nol all!
vl Hidwald from the Yoasr T8 Team sios oul amereg the spaakecs. Ha
encepbonal periormanoe eamed fim a spof 3 develapment program,
Frigig ey had promisang Dalecd|

Wern eremensely proud of menaresed and grabtedul 1or this opporbarsty fo

reartune hit akils further. B's @ testamnen] o (he hard work and dedication of our

arding club
| As we look aheasd, we're filied with sxcibement bo see wiad olher

accomplshmenls iedil our Debate Clubs B yeae, Witk uch tignbid mdiidaals

and & supporiree comimurety, the skoy"s B Bmui?
Corgratuldtions 1o a8 our debabers and a huge ek pou 1S emryors who
SUREOIS LG o0 Bhis [ourresy, Let's ooniinue 1o alm high and debats on!

Fielrpa Togather TadchieveOne s T noefy

Jessica Atrill (Year 10)
CERTIFICATE OF
PROFICIENCY

Immanvuel Huwald (Year 11)

CERTIFICATE OF DISTINCTION



Competition Winners
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Luca Yamamoto (Year 9) competed in the annual New Zealand School of Music
Competition held at Pukekohe on Saturday 8 June.
As a self-taught guitar player, he earned impressive accolades: =

Gold - Open Competition Category

Song: “Spanish Nights”

Gold - Own Choice Category

Song: “Malaguena”

Silver - Composition Category

Song: “Open Seas”

Silver - Text Piece Category
Song: “Someone you loved”

wwwwalleyprofide oo.ng
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ENTERTAINMENT

Flamenco guitarist strums up success

By DaVID D HIKATANGATA

1w his love for flamenco

guitar playimg that ki a
Thames High School student
£ ﬂl""ll:u:r 0E A My |.'\-|H'|'||,!|r|:|-
tion last mvonih in Pakekohe

Thirteen-year-phd Luca
Yamamato keft the New Zoa-
laed Modern Schosal of Music
Compsetiticn of a high mobe
after stramnying up a storm
aiid securang two golds and
two silvers.

Hi: trmak o H_r.&:'l far hks
cover of Maleguena in the
open chobee category, snagged
one silver for his original song
Open Seas in the open com-
pedition, amd agother sShver
fir his cover of Someone you
ol iy Ahe Vsl pleoe cal-

egory.
Bt 1t waa his gold winning
original song Spanich Mights
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dallerenoe kn e o peerior-
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he woald place. ket alone win

"I weid A Bl iosEEh per-
formance right at the end of
the ||.-|:|.'

Lisca said e shared a
spretch befoee be playod,
which “reially helped the judiz-
5 Ll towands my Brvour®,

1 ol this priecs and 1 just
todd them about my bove of the
lnmencos genre,” he sakd,

He played it = ty close™
o hn'.E hae: wims nﬁ:msfd 1,
brud smadal: 1 dlid dd @ licte
hit extra in somes of the parts
1hiih ™,

Even though Loca said he
kot i song was oae of the

Year 9 shudent Laca Yemamoto vweeps up 1 NI Modern School of Music Competition

mote bizhnieal piosoes out of
the groap: “I keew if | wanted
o wars 01 = | peedied 1o |,|-=.i:|. £ ]
with a lot of emotion o sway
thie erowe amd thl.']'.H"RI:‘:f\.-.

Liaca said b added a piece
while playing im the mamsent
because Tl just fedl might at the
Hime®,

Fear 1l apata composstiana

Mhoas: SUPFLIED

calepory, Loca agid he eom-
peted against a piandst he
played against s 20373,

Laest year Lisca beat him
by one polnt, and this year
e competitor came badk
and beat Luen by the same
FETE T

*1 got & score of 95 to his

"

That would mot stop Luca
Eheinigeh, wh said be was
spemding his time: “just learn-
g piooes and Eryiag bo just
et better™.

It was his fathes s wiords
that encouraged Loca to eme
brmace flanse=nco style of gaitar
playviag 1w (e sl plece =i
¥y can master, or of lesst
B mmasber he genre - ewe-
nvihing else later on will just
Bintndne i whobd lol caser”

Luca said if he {{5 imko
!'||ﬁ:| 1Eg with basds im all the
n:hl].'1|:'r‘_|'.-|:-;|:lu.'|l.r genres, it would
“just foed really casy™,

Chne thing absouk playing
flamenco is: “there's a very
:-|||.;_|||r‘:J.':||'|| Al s &ErimE
style = amd you need to have
kine fingernails for that™

A couple of days before the
erimpselition, L Said lig
had a bazketball match and
snapped off two fingernails,
wliich mneant he “sto Bed g
ane of my plieees, bot still
managex] o et a sore of 987,

For students thinking ahout
plaviag the guitar, Luca sail:
“ibe best thing vou can do is
play evervdan”

“The firsd part = tricky,
thst's wivien & lot of LR

stop | think
*Huat b you can push past
Alait fared bal. Bleim vesh, Chal's

wizen you readly get in.”
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NE Northcote £

X, Cxchange
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Tuesday 30 July was an incredible day at our yearly sports
exchange with Northcote College. Although we didn't win,
the games were intense and enjoyable.

Huge thanks to our coaches, managers and staff who
attended. Our students did us proud and looked very tidy in
their No 1s.

Sports Student Leader Nia Wilson had this to say about the
day:

"This year's Northcote exchange was an incredible experience,
filled with memorable moments. We started on our journey to
Northcote in Auckland, travelling together in two buses, which
allowed us to bond with girls in one bus and boys in another. We
did a singing challenge on the way up with both buses.
Personally, I think the girl's bus won with the well-known song
“Baby” by Justin Bieber. We sounded SO much better than the
boys.

Upon our arrival, we were warmly welcomed with a beautiful
powhiri, which made us all feel so welcome.

The sports events were the highlight of the exchange, blending
competitiveness with enjoyment. I had the honour of
representing our school as a member of the Senior A netball
team. The games were both challenging and exhilarating, and I
felt that our team played exceptionally well. The other teams
that were representing Thames High School also played
brilliantly. Overall, the experience was very memorable, and I
hope that it will continue to be so for the years to come."




Sports Student Leader Austin Court said this: j-..’

"."E-b‘ E = o 1 - ‘
il S -l' by % S

"The scale for team sports in one day is huge during the
Northcote Exchange and I imagine it involves a lot of
background organising and support from our coaches and
team managers. So a big thank you to them for taking time
out of their busy schedules to help us enjoy more sporting
opportunities.

Last year we had Northcote College come to Thames High
School and at that stage, I was playing basketball. This year
we took the journey up to Auckland to visit them. I am
giving soccer a go this year which I have never played
before but I enjoy running in the game. Since we are a small
school our teams are often light in players for senior teams
so it’s neat that we can take some of the junior players to
help make up our numbers which allows them to play in a
senior team but also get to have experience of going to a
different school.

What I enjoy is taking the younger ones under my wing."

e Thames High School Events and Celebrations

i@
festerday was an ncredible day at our yearly sporis exchange with Northoote
College. Although we didn't win, the games were intensa and enfoyable. Stay tuned
{or our neext Sports panui which will have a detailed recap of the day and a selection
of photographs

Huge thanks | 1o 0w coaches, managers and Stafl who attended yestenrday

Dur students did us proud and looked very sy in their No 1s.




Sush Survival Camp

On Thursday 9 May, our taiohi embarked on an
exciting adventure to the Lower Mangatawhiri
Campground, where they built their own bivouacs
to sleep in overnight as part of the Outdoor
Education Programme.

Armed with a survival knife, a rope, and a tarp, they
utilized these tools along with natural resources
found in the area to construct warm and watertight
shelters.

During our stay, Whaea Rawinia enriched our
experience with a lesson on Maori tikanga,
teaching us how to respect and responsibly use
natural resources. She also emphasized the

importance of showing Manaakitanga to each
other and practising Kaitiakitanga towards Te Taiao
/ the natural world, while building our shelters.

Taryn Slee

HoD / Kaiarataki Physical Education




Two wheels,
endless thrills:
Motocross

Cross Country
& Trail Ride Series

Austin Court (Year 12) Tristan Smith (Year 12) and Jack Mclaren
(Year 10) competed in this event held in Tokoroa.

Austin and Tristan competed in the Seniors and Jack raced in
Juniors in the timed 10 km loop - needing to complete as many
laps as possible in 1.5 hrs

Both Austin and Tristan competed in the 20n km loop over two
hours.

Panui Post
William Steel (Year 11) and Ollie Hunt (Year 11) put Thames High

School back on the Motorcross frack for 2024. M()torcross: North

Both boys entered New Zealand Battle of the Schools 2024 and

competed in Round One held at Patetonga MX Track before the lSland SQcondar
school holidays. Both Wiliam and Ollie enjoyed the day and they are

going back for the next round at the end of July.

Schools Nz Cross

e Jack Mclaren (Year 10) and William Steel (Year 11) recently
am rl e participated in the North Island Secondary Schools New Zealand
Motorcross Cross Country event representing our school.

Motocross Both boys thoroughly enjoyed the track and are looking forward
to the next event. This event was held at the Taikorea MX frack in

At the Cambridge Schools Cross Country MX event held at the Manawatu (Palmeston North). All riders are entered as
Cambridge Motorcross Club, Jack Mclaren demonstrated Individuals to represent their schools, the track is a sand based
exceptional skill, finishing 1st  in his 15-16 years 125CC class and tfrack predominantly covered in Pine trees. Jack placed 11th in
7th overall, with the event boasting 200 participants and adapting his class 125CC - 200CC 2stroke 15-17 year olds and William rode
fo a reduced 10km track due to rain. in the Open Boys 450CC class.

Panvi Post Panvi Post

10



Whitianga
Sun Fest

Blaze Houghton shows outstanding athleticism at Whitianga Run Fest!
Congratulations to student Blaze Houghton (Year 10) who competed
in the annual Run Fest in Whitianga. He completed the 10kms and
placed 3rd overall. Blaze has his goal set on a half marathon next.

New cealand Secondarv (= NZSS SWIMMI
Schools Swimming ARGS9

Nova Sawyer (Year 10) and Maia Whitney (Year 9) proudly
represented our school at the New Zealand Secondary Schools
Swimming Championships at the National Aquatics Centre in
Auckland.

Nova competed in the 50 m Backstroke and 50 m Breaststroke, while
Maia took part in the 50 m Backstroke and 50 m Freestyle events.
Congratulations to both girls for their outstanding achievements!

A L e e n---l
T Ty ﬂ'-ﬁf

L M Tm TR

o 1’- Thames Fligh School
e 7 Chess Compeltition

Thames High School Chess tournament attracted many students
and staff.

We held our tournament over interval and lunchtime over the last
week of Term 3. It was great to see some students and staff giving
this great game a go. Fourteen students and five staff played in a
round robin tournament. Congratulations to Mrs Curnow who was
the overall top teacher. Immanuel Huwald and Felix Milner came
out of the tournament with the same amount of points, they will
have a playoff at the beginning of Term 4 to find the overall
student winner.

Special thanks to our Librarian, Ruth, who is our teacher in charge
of chess for putting on a great tournament!

Facebook Post

1



SENIOR BOY CHAMP - AUSTIN COURT

SEHIOR BOY AUMMEIR UP - MATTHEW WILSON
SEMIOR GIRL -NAME BECKER
SEMIOR CIRL BUNNER UP - ABBY CREENWOOD
INTERMEMATE BOY -LORENIO YAMAMOTO

@ INTERMEDIATE BOY RUNNER UP - COLE MUIR
ross Sountr S ——
INTERMEDIATE CIRL RUMNER WP - MILLA SA&WYER
Well done to all our students who participated in our school cross
country.
Seeing so many students participating was great and we had close to
100 competitive runners. Special mention to one of our staff members
Shannon Paki who ran the senior track.

Congratulations to our overall winners.

JUMHIOR BOY - LUCA YAMARMOTO
JUNIDR BOY AUNMER UP - BLATE HOWGHTOMN

JUNIDR CIRL - CHLOE BOOTH
JUHIDOR CIRL AUNNER UF - AMBER RAYMENT

HOUSE POINTS
Facebook Post

nl .I.}I fn t l 3




Thames Yalley Cross Country

Thames High School had 25 students participate in the 2024 Thames
Valley Secondary Schools Cross Country Champions held at South
Farms - Mangatarata.

This was a new track for everyone - the same venue but a different
location on the farm. Plenty of mud, hills and rain showers throughout
the day proved it fo be a true cross-country track.

We had runners in every age group -with some tough competition
from other schools, Thames High School had the largest number of
runners at the event this year - AMAZING.

Special thanks to Hauraki Plains College for hosting an awesome
event and thank you to all our parents who braved the cold and
came along to watch and support.

Congratulations to all our runners for completing the tough terrain
track. Those who are in the top 10 will be selected to attend the
Wai/Bop Secondary Schools Cross Country Champs held in Kihikihi
next week.

We wish them all the best.

Panui Post

e

AMBER RAYMENT -- 13TH
CHLOE BOOTH - 14TH
MAIA WHITNEY - 19TH

LILY DOMALDSOMN - 24TH

YEAR 9 BOYS
LUCA YAMAMOTO - 6TH

JESS RENDALL - 12TH UlE BOYS
: ELLICE GREGOIRE - 15TH JACK MCLAREN - TTH
BLATE HOUGHTOHN - 9TH
u20 BOYS BENJY MOXSON - 13TH
AUSTIN COURT - 5TH COLE MUIR - 14TH

NAMNE BECKER - 5TH
MILLA SAWYER - TOTH
ELLIE JOHMNSTON - MTH

MATTHEW WILSON - 6TH LINCOLMN DOMALDSON - 21ST
i LORENZO YAMAMOTO - STH CARSOM FLETCHER - 25TH
3 FFIN OWEN - TITH

TAJ SHIRISTOW - TZTH
ASHTOMN MCGUIRE - 13TH
TROY COSTELLD - 14TH

U0 GIRLS UG CIRLS
GRACIE MILLER - 14TH

ZARA CHAMBERLAIM - 16TH




Waikato Secondary Schools
Cross Country ..............

Domain just outside of Otorohonga was the venue for
the 2024 Waikato Secondary Schools Cross Country.
We had six of our students qualify and who ran
amazing on a tough course.

Special Thanks to one of our PE feacher Mr Rod
Edwards who transported and supported our team for
the day.

Our six runners were:

Blaze Houghton (U164 Boys - 4000m )
Milla Sawyer (U20 Girls 4000m)

Nane Becker (U20 Girls 4000

Luca Yamamoto (Year 9 Boys -3000m)
Jack Mclaren (U16 Boys 4000m)
Lorenzon Yamamoto (U20 Boys 6000m)

off is a Co

It is great to have our annual Thames Valley Golf
Tournaments back on the sports calendar.

We had 14 players play in the Ambrose competition
at Hauraki golf course for the first tournament.

Special thanks to our staff Wayne Whitney, Shannon
Paki and Rod Edwards for attending and sharing their
golfing skills with the players.

We are looking forward to Term 3 where we will start
golf lessons and join our local Thames Golf club.

Panui post

We finished off our three rounds of Thames Valley Golf being held at Waihi Golf Club this week.

Entering four feams total of seventeen players attended this last round. The weather was on our side after round 3 was postponed the week
before. It has been great to have Golf back on our Sports list for 2024, and it's been a very popular sport. Overall We have had twenty
students in our golf team playing Ambrose Format over the past three months. Five teams of four players in each, mixed teams along with a
Girls team and Boys team.

Thames Valley Secondary Schools ran three rounds of competition held at three different golf courses around the valley. Round 1 - Hauraki
Golf Course and Round 2 was held at our local Thames Golf Club. There has been some huge progress and development - The Monday
training sessions have been well worth it. It has been great to be able to connect with our local Thames Golf Club. We are excited for 2025
to be able to develop this sport further. If there is anyone in the community, parents or Whanau who would be keen to come on board and
help with golf please contact our sports department.

October Sport Panui
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By DAVIDDS HIKATANGATA

Thamses High School si-

ent didn't want 1o beave

her experience at  Outward
B el 1 Eho Staes of Asiguss,

Year 17 studest Ora VWiki told

Thee Profile she =felt my best™ at

'|hl'I,Rl.l:‘_::lnlll'.flllll.wi.'allrlsl:«h'

ekl o back.

=1 wantid to best our chal-
lemges,” she said,

Chitward Bound offers pec-
e -|h.||.'|||1'||.;|7. b adhemtem
iarough dilfesen o BT
tivities

It whs Oras liesd i Deting

part of Catwand Bound, which
was held at Anakiwe, a lown
near Picton, she s,

It's a programme  where
peaple learn snd Emprove sodt
akilks am] life skills in genedal,
sha said

FYou push voursell to ik
limits meemtalhy amd phvsical-

Her main obgective wag 1o
gain comfideno: amd “betier v
dicision making™ through e
Uhinigte she lerned, O sl

She was part of & group of 13y
with fwo instrechors, she sakd.

Even though il was a “scary
experiense”  opening, up 1o
strangers, Orn said the group
was kind and understanding.

“Those people are now my

Thasmes High student Ova Wik found friessdehip and adventure ot Dufward Bound

'ﬂ'ﬂ'\-\' valleyprofile co.ng

Feobor FUFPLUEL

whilman,” she said. oither’s backs. sidke rowing amd rock climbing
O thisg that sfood et o W momenpn leakod eHecdives "Each adveniure was hereath-

Ora aboul the teamwork be- b and listened to each other,” laking aml exhausting - that

fween her and the others was The hardest thing Ora experi-  feeling of routine yet adventare

v H,l!'||n| 7] |ll||||.'.l'.'|_l¢". shie aniid.

“WWe becams family ke we'd
kmown each ofher our whole
" Oira ik thosy mokivated
exch other and abways had sach

e wi tramping which was
“mentally and physically chal-
bemging”, she saad.

Althaagh 1t wag hard, Ofa
said i was exhilarnting along-

und traly belng In the moeent
was incredihle.”

The best way 1o prepare for
hatweand Bosand wag bo gl ko
a roatine of waking up early,

working on regular fitness amd
heing on time or carly to dass,
school and Tunclions, she skl

Por others whao are thinking
shout going to Outwand Bound,
o s “dio 8

“Enjoy vourself and live com-
phetely and ullerly i@ the o
ment.”

Student volunteers make a difference in their communities

By DAVIDEA HBLATARGATA

T‘lﬂ highs schaoods i e Thaemess Valey and
Haaraki prega are nunreng ditterend inbatyes
I gl el 10 WUl ol e
COATiTILIT TS,

Students from Walle College, Thamess High
Schel and Hauski Pl Colege tallasd with
Thi Frofile sbout tha volsmizering efors with
Hhisr soiaon

Wal [ollage hodls & wilunnsd proap calked
the Lea’s Cleb, whch rueg in corjunction with
the 'Wahi Uors Lush, Comemursty Leader and
prvacke of Thet g5 Ol Sabired AL Said tha
had been wath th proasp For 2 ey yeears and the
gl Baad p gt ey year Trgsm Free gei-
P 0 30

Thee yiar-13 soudesnt g she koveed the Leos
Chub gnd winsbadl b git b5 & SusSenti ol

try promoting and petting noboes cut- “and now
we huwe this mastive proeg”

The Liso's Chuby hidped ool at B Wahi Lions
Bock Far on iGng' Brihdey weelend by sori-
g Dz, ol T Lo EADL VIR “Taandbeiads
and hundreds of booia™ donated eviry year,
Saline wmd £ wat one event the Lioca nesded
hirdp with, especially Bling o the Boses

The proup was abo preparing for the Epep
Waihi Beautihl Claan-Uip, Sabine sabd “Ciean
Ll 3 G TR0 N b Pebkzard St wAth
thad * For shudents intenesied in joining e Leos,
Satine wad: T just mskid you feel 5o Tulilied™

"V hwe vikunigring, | love hedping the Lions. |
It That thisy appreciate our Teln meerytime
art virpoel ehip doi, h Cosremunily dods "

Wgamwhie, Thames High School students
e besen putting their hand up to wolunbesr in
iy oSy by joiRing & Nisw ATty called

Thanks

15

Valiey
Srofile

e Sfudent Volumiesr Army {5V]

¥ear-1) ihcenti An-Lis Eeed and Laitkn
Jones are the ciltators of the SV and have
hif fhe ground unning wilth B rew recruls,
Wlh 3 e i OF Bongs andi ik fngee year 9
Ehrousgh to e 13, Caitlin said K was cool see-
Ing people gef excited about volenieering

Thaswers High caseer sdvier Lianng Andem
s the group was a posire Intiatve thad
brought the achool Sopethes

Chie wnd A made 3 L of 15 wenlusbeee-
ing opporiunities. where sSudents coubd find
wmething thet nberesfed tem. Some of Be
pprhoes nChoded The Bind Association, SPCH,
Lo, Searrh and Resne, s the pecent grand
cpevieg of e Poerit Padk plegrousd

Caithn ared &' rain goal wars gt the group
up in 100 mesmiters, They sad. =1t the egaoy
vl el B b % Tihudveds Higi”

Whirs atied H thisy will Caany O wolinbey-
ing, meen afier they Enih high schood, the iead-
o e "Delnbely . Ewwhiinl sl Cin W
Wil

Arross the Plains, fve students feom Haurakl
Plyiss Colleg 100k par i a nalive thee pland.
g project on thei teachesr's (2w, alongsids
Hiostal School shedents, who grew The trees
frows Gediags. Wear 17 Mudents Ayden Dird,
Eyson Drewed, Donnoes Seager and Hamish Fos
B i diiioried vibarliery, 308 pict of B
Rronp WD Spenl 3 diay pleing 700 ek on
iy beaches, Beorwyym Dyver's, ed

Wirs. Dy s the plarging wal along 50

metres of the length of a service drsn, which
bkl S Bhe muin e i o The MillogRais fnaam

S of th sareTies planbed were: Ti e,
Cabbage. Ginger Wood, Fsbbon Winod, Kauri,
Tirshd ared Copossa Karan

Prios o the plarvting, Mrs Dyer sasd one of
hey reeighboun W 3 DENGUIN SWEmMming up
e e "N thowes the mportance of plan-
ing adong wter Danks - They s0ak up nutrents”

i een-pEar-ni Kynom skt TF was nepdiy
el il vl it B0 it i Thi yisanper ki,
kermeng aboast witwy we need 8o plant the trees”,
while fiden s the g dadey T avk many guet-
W0« [y ST LA Drsy pRassiing

The cabbage trees 30l prasees mould handie
sl sl Gine o flse Sjneeer Sals & [

bank, Coreor sk

*Thesy thrie in the muddy waber

Conndr kg he Sobvalsen Iof doing MiE
VORTIBET Worl was Diing culdnoes, “RetTiog
amongst it and helping out the community
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By DAVIDOA HIKATANGARN

ri-Ella Reed is no stranger
Aﬂ‘l"ﬂ il comes 1o yobanboer

L‘hr Thames High School
year-1% student has besn ime-
mersed i volanteering  for
severs]l years, Thervlose, it's
n0 surprise the rreyesrsold
was awarded the Si000 Zonta
Young Waomen i Public Affairs
Awenrd for the Thames Valley
on April 12,

But thai's not all, i is the
first time someone has won
the sward in the Thamss Val-
ey, Zomta is am inbermational
orgamisation thal ks dedicat-
e 1o Building a betber warhl
for women and girls, and the
scholarship recognises young
womdn who demon=trate bead-
ership skills and commitment
o pishlic service.

Thames High careers advisor
Leanne Ardern said she nomi-
nited Ad for ihe Zonta awand
as she was already o seasoned
volmnteer who was keen to get
other students mmvolved. “Vol-
anboertng b5 A pastlon lfor Arl
and shie managed 1o pass
this n om 1o other su-
denrts,” she said.

An, alongeele fellow =i
demt Cabilin  Jomes, will
incilitating & new group that
Mrs Ardern has created at ibe

04 THE VALLEY PROFILE, Ma

schioal] called the Student Val-
unbeer Army, or SV, as a way
il eneouraging othee studsnta
to volenteer b0 the commusity,
Mrs Ardern said.

Ari tabl The Frofile the sward
madle her foed tike all the hard
work she had done was worih
soxmirthig

“Tt'= Fu-'r all the volunteer work

March 27, 2024

J Lo L T
Thamis High School student Arl-Ella Reed i an sdvocate o vadisr sering.

that | was doing, as well as oth
er achievements.”

With & goal 1o gt (sl the
Unlverstty  of Wadksio nex
year, Ari said ber scholarship
woahl go Powasds  enirsng
schiod

Vidunfeerng «florts fof AR
inchuded intermational work in
Peru, event work ikrough the

Phoss: Daiin HECATA RIS
Thames Business Assorintion,
and also supporting a Thames
peasdinl vk g bl itk tasks
Eke grocery shopping, going for
walks and howsehold cleaning.

Harvesting maca - a planl
that 'huk!-ﬁill! a radmh™ and
Bas Beallls beneBte, & what
took A, her mam amd broth-
er o Pera when she was past

12-years-old, Ar said.

Ari's hlum manages an or-
ganie stars that sells maca, and
waa invitod to Peru By e ssap-
pliers who head over and Belp
harvest it every vear, “We wenk
imri Ehe felds and they showed
A hivw B i 61,7 A aslid

Ari was aleo imolved with
evenls in her communify =ach
i the Santas parsde and Wings
and Wheels.

“There's 20 much work that
g |n1u- niving them.”

Arni she helped to pro-
mole Wings and Wheels by
Banilng oul HNiers Lo dsaps

Om thee day she directed cars,
hl'!rtd “ﬂi the 'Ii.tll -L_'E;illhrq
and msinted people with pay.
ments as they wenl through
thie gate. :

Heat the enost important ©
Art sald she Ium{"nhcm -n::'-:
mumity work was just how
mich Ume and energy every-
Ehisg nieced,

1 o =ee bow mech work

put inko rumning those
sori] 5] of events.”

Ar'a mlvice for ather atu-
lemis Imeresied (e volusileer-
img in the community is to jost
et ol Lhere

Slust get invelhved. e ool
lErd o Bl valiiiteed work,
especially in Thames,

“Everyone needs volanbeers.”

wiwrwoalleyprofilie oo ng

Outdoor ed puts students to the test

By DANTOILA MICATANGATH

nepiring Sudents b work a8 &
Itﬂm and embrace challenges =
what the Cutdoor Education pro-
gramme af Thames High School =
g:lrrd 1z o i for Hs senlor stu-
ks

The programme offers year k2
and 13 students an :Hkhlmul.'nl'
i £ ET
mdnumlmwu Forus-
g on Seam work, pooblem-solv-
ﬂ*mdh.!mhlp ills, shadenis

the theoretical

off different activities, followed by
opporhanithes bo spply ther learm-
ni;cmrmctzﬂ ARRCASITIENS.

af the Bealth and plivsical
educalion departmest Tans Shee
said the prograsme was “esil-
Enie

'hnupp-.nui.mht- challenging.
e mil supposed b0 be an easy
CORATRE,

Mliss Slee said part of the course
wad imlerded o pest etudents,
whether il was physically, men-
tally, or both at tinees,

“The cthier prart is the tearmwork
anid the collaboratios with the
other people in the dass.”

Nlies Slew said it was n'al\ ;mi:-]
0 s poophs \f U o b
others in class 5: A

‘f".\ﬂl'l

gﬂl i tell that Ehey've

\eadership skl e therre
[ 'r?lupmj;

White water rafting at Vector
Wera Whitewaler in Manu-
ko was the frst activity MOEA

immumwumw.kn,mmm:mnl:nmmwmnm:mmmmmmuuihr ]

Liewved 2 stuclents prepaned fior this
yEar,

Stodents had 1o :,ul.ﬂ_'u\l:mrlht
mEnsgement  stval Ehun
about the health safety is-
sies around rafling o o They
might try o mitigate them Miss
Slor aabd

Stodents used fowr or e s
during the dav, and sficrwarnds,
students talked about what they
did 1 keep themsebees sale in the
raft, Miss Shoe maid,

Yoear 12 student Abbey Mobber-
Jey sidl it was her first Bime trving

ite water rafting, along with
T chse n the proup.

“It's a different sctivity that we'd
ot usually di of have e oppor-
panity bodin,” shie said,

Experienes and having more
corifidence fo Sep out of her oome-
ot mome wire sorme things Abbey
makl she would B fo gain from
e SRS,

“Confidence in my peers: as well
bexcanse in the groups thal we get
E;l:n:lr;_ns nol usunlly just owmr

Aty agad she wis ivledesiod 8
the programens beessse of all the
fam B ared it being & “different

bvpe of kearmng

“All our trips sre spaced out -

0 we've ebways gol something 1o
kok forwamd 10,” Abbey said,

The eext chass brig will be black
;-l:ﬁﬁ raftiesg W1 Wiilnmao o in

N

When sl what the best thing
about working s a beam was, Ab-
hn' said “we're all bevoming, dos-

'I fese] ke all our oommisnics-
tion's definitely building up.”

For students who are thinking
about doing the sutdoor education
[m. AT ] ST, Abbwry sarid

studenits b0 step out of
Ihclr comiort moae.
".lhahnilq-l_\-qh;n "

Pl FLUFFULD
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St John cadets claim top spot at district comp

By BAVIDDS HIKATANGATA

1 was beamwork, focas amd

“quick ikinking® 1hat re-
sulted in a p win fior four
Thasnes Valley 51 Jahn Cadels,

A group of stadents marched
theeir wiy 1o liesd plade in ke
Semior Drill team and Inspec-
ticm at the HaarakiCorc-
Emru!rl Digtrict 51 John Ca-

eis competition on August 4,
whieh h'.i';ﬂhl"ld nk THE:Rﬂ:lllli-
mime Experience in Thames.

Hauraki Flains College st
dent  Kiarma rsen il
Thames High Schaal students
Lend Thomas, Skoyla Swindells
amil Bl Laster made up ke
team of foar who swept up the
cofmpelifion

Haurakl Plaiss yesr g sl
dent EKiarna Berpersen told
The Progile she was “over ke
moan” when she found oot her
peamm had wor

The thing Kiarna said she
enjived mosl about being part
of n drill team was working io
gether and their quick think-

'mE..n
ing, involves] in 5t John
was “a passion [ always had®
from a young age. Kiarna said.

'|[I|1||H_v|l;|w_'1l;rﬂ'|rl'm.! e
my parents being involved in
srarch asl rescus amnd avialson

“Bily passion i stilll as strong

o b was, as 1 ha (TR T
a eniedical career,” she
il

Klarma's ndviee for other st

dentz intercsted in being a 51
dohn cedet was: "1 definively

recaommend joining”.
"ol :||'||:|' |f.:|_-¢':,|n|fh'|l|r|l ETE

vabaable skille, st vou'll also
meeet peaple, make friends from
peroda the region and Bave Uhe
opportunity to sttend camgs,

leaddership comrses, oo i~
thons and Imter-divisio B
Iivilies.

Across ke Valley, Thamies
Eli.nh’éuar',mudml %1 Theun-
i achvioe wad "Il yoia wanl o
joim, just Gnd your local cade
Eroup

Jast gin, haivee i tFlal s soe
oo you likee it, she said.

"IE ol loo baed o a OV -
ther.”

For the competition, there
wWas i where the cades
needed 1o test omt their sidlls
and techadques on pretend pa-
tients,

Larsi waniid oo of the challerg-
es was that the patients were
really good ab acting “amd that

Thae winning team frcen left; Skyla Swindelli, [N Lester, Kisma Bergenan snd Lexi Thomas, Puoss SUPPLED

ol b a SCrugghe ak tames”,
Lexi, who wants to be a nurse
i day, axid she'd like o =get
all the lnowledge | can® be-
causs it will belp 1n ber career.
But the thing Lexl ezjoyed
most aboul beisg part of 5t

Joln wes the anid
the fn'-md:hiﬂm ;El.' sl

“All toar ol us have gob a oof-
nischion.”
Feliw  team  male  and

Thames Hi ear 10 student
Skt Swisdills s the mos
M moment for her
s “jaat how shockedd ™ peopde
were that the group came first.

Sk:."la :ﬁ:.id sty hisared o sur-

riseal theis ekl ManEEee
fﬂ.‘l from mrr:lﬁl:]irnl:u mnq,;

Team menthers Shyvln, Lexi
amsd Kimrna bad all o in-
wirlved with endeta for apoumd
eight vears, Sl said.

watuile, Thames High
vear 10 student El Lesber sand
he had only been involved in
cadets for ben years.

Eli Bas a few i o cadois
witth s little becther wiho had
just joimed, and an uncle who
asid to be levolved oo and
s the voungest cadet o earn
Bl Orand Price Mward, e asiil

Thie Ciramd Prior Awwrd s ihe
ultimabe Award for 5t Jobn Ca-

to ohitakn,

Eli, wiso wam also the feam
keader, said the Froup was
“pretty decent [rends 10 meal
hie®, The main 1king Fl: wagi-
el to out of St John was
first abd knowlodge, b saibd.

“l 1 didn't do 5% John, |
worpiihe] petil h:.llt:!. Eonirw wihal 1o
do il someone just passed ot
in fromt of me -Jtlul w1l

If something Bappens 1o
someone, “then | cam help
them in some wiy™, FH sxid.

Hiz advice for students who
;:l:u:-rd 1o podn cadets was “jusi

i

“wan e bodo 1 T & couple
of years, but | held off.”™ he sand

I ve wven think about dio-
ing it, just do it It's been re-
ally Fan.”

Alumni Visits

Nurse
Brie Crofts

Celebraticns

@
i a

Urmeiigily of Wakats

Thames High School Events and

|t weas such a pleaswe havng Brie Crolls,
ol o ol talenbed Tormer sluedents, back at
bourn last week o ingpire our cumment studants
with her journey inlo Registered Mursng at the

Brie, wir're incrodibly prowd of veur
achigvemants and the impact you're making in
heafifcane! Keep hning bright!




@ Thasmses High Schaoal Events and Celebrations

]

,.l.

A g thank you 10 D, Labt Radcear 1or @n incnsdibse day] Our Year 17-Year 13 STudents wang
e bo lesmn Baw 10 sulure snd silch wourds. Lali, & lormed Thames Mgl Scheal & badant,
i now 3 rawma surgean 31 Waikalo Hogpital. We are mmenssly proud of yoo, Lalit. Thanks for
such an amaging and sspiring day!

Sacha Skips

Thaenas High Schoel Events and Celebrations
fieal o T

)

On Wednosday 8 May, Thamss High Sthool Alumes SachaSkips beough along her Iriend and
skpping coach and 72 Tene ‘Workd Campion Luke Boon over from Australia o beach somae
skipping slills 1o some lucky year O's. They then demanstrsted ba & crowd during break tima

s gncouragid sludenls a5 Teachars [0 hinve o go. Molice Prcipal Harl hawng & umg)
Sasha who was Deputy Head Studerd al Thames High has been skipping lor just Iheee voars
Enil el pleaady made § name Tor e el ¢ T e it ralf ety BT BN winls 1S
enoouae local Thames youth fo goet nvolbeed. We thenkl it worked? 'We had a ki of expressions
&l inbaras] Irom ur uderts aod wer tRenk thard i 40 Sopoarharily 1o creabe & Thames MHigh
Shoping (e Tha Kan ol by ande 10 broak somes wodld records pasiid & o1 of peopla's
nberesl Walch the spaoe!

1




On Saturday 8 June, Thames High School seniors gathered for the
annual school ball at the Civic Centre.

Themed “A Staris Born,” the event lived up to its name as many stars
shone brightly, adorned in full glam. Several students were
recognised for their outstanding efforts and dazzling appearances.
The King and Queen awards were bestowed upon Tamatoa
Anderson-Wakahoehoe and Kiera Hall. Kiera captivated everyone
by donning a traditional Indian Sari. Danny Topia and Annabelle
Hutchinson-Wong were crowned Prince and Princess of the night.
Head Student Koen Liddell and Student Leader Maia Harrison were
celebrated as the Best Couple, Taylor Menzies won Best Hair,
Rebekah Le Roux took home the Best Heels award, Luke Jamieson
was recognised for the Best Tie, Ezekiel van der Lee for the Best Suit,
and the award for Best Ride went to Nemburt Ceyda and Nadia
Newton.

This magical night wouldn't have been possible without the
unwavering support of the community and teachers, particularly Jen
Fletcher and the ball committee and Taryn from Make Your Day
Events for once again using her magic and muscle to transform

T

0 Ap

—— u 'F".F

the Civic Centre into a beautiful and glamorous venue.

We also thank Burtons Catering for the delectable food, which
included nachos, pulled pork, drumsticks, and salad, ensuring
everyone was well-fed.

The photographers and DJ from Shadow Productions deserve a big
thank you for providing the sounds and capturing memories that the
students will undoubtedly “share and like.”

Head Student Cassandra Duthie expressed her thanks to

“the ball committee members Isla, Sophie, and Amber, all the
student leaders, and the tech-savvy individuals like Aiden, Jayden,
and Jacob. Additional thanks to the adults who helped with the
setup on the day and to former student Sam Oxford for their
invaluable assistance.”

Overall, the night was a stunning success, filled with joy, glamour,
and unforgettable memories. Here are some photos from the photo
booth.
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A Visit
to the
Navy

On Wednesday 1 May, | was honoured to visit the Devonport
Naval Base in Auckland with other students from Rototuna, Bream
Bay, and surrounding schools. The experience was both eye-
opening and inspiring.

We were warmly greeted by recruiters who guided us around the
base. We saw the impressive HMNZS Aotearoa, Te Mana, and Te
Kaha docked in the harbour and witnessed HMNZS Manawanui
departing for Antarctica. Touring the Officer Training Grounds and
Parade Deck gave us insight info the rigorous training Navy
officers undergo.

Listening to role coordinators was a highlight. We learned about
mine clearance divers and hydrographic surveyors, whose work is
crucial for safe navigation. Their stories were both informative and
inspiring.

The day concluded with a fun game of dodgeball in the Navy
gymnasium, followed by an end talk where we could ask
questions about Navy life.

Overall, the visit was incredible. It opened my eyes fo the
opportunities in the Navy and sparked a potential interest in a
future career there.

Blog Post by TJ Judd
Student Leader

Rauacranga Yalley
Ceography Trip

The Year 11 Geography class spent the day up the Kauaeranga
Valley finding out the importance of our awesome Awa / River.
Special thanks to Alan from TCDC and Maree from DOC for
sharing their amazing knowledge with us.

Thanks to our great drivers - Rex and Joel.

Also we were able to do some in the moment teaching - we got
a puncture that needed fo be changed. Now the class know
how to change a tyre!

Jen Fletcher
Kaiawhina & HoD / Kaiarataki Social Studies




On Wednesday 5 June, six of our students competed in the regional chess
tournament held at Hauraki Plains College, aiming to secure a spot in the
Chess Nationals in Wellington this October.

Five of the students qualified:

Felix Milner (Year 9)

Jay Majurey (Year 12)

Immanuel Huwald (Year 11)

Til Guernth (Year 12)

Guido Fiornzo (Year 13), who also ranked in the top five individual players.
Kou Ichikawa (Year 12) finished 11th among the 45 participants from Hauraki
Plains College, Ngaruawahia High School, Paeroa College, and Thames High
School.

Thank you to our school Librarian, Ruth, for encouraging such a thriving chess
culture within her department and for all her help on the day.

Py OAWEOIA FRLATRN GATH

II was o chear “checkmate”™ for n
groop of Thames: High School
Endents who competed at the Re
ool Chass Chadenge recesthy,
COTHT, Feay wikh & : I i

|1| s il
Miler, Jav Majurey, Tmimsre]
Huwald TH Guernth aml Guido
Foieiirt wisre dubead hi bogs v
bl pldvrems off e Pallengs
el at Harrald Plains Codlege on
T T ] & They quiali-
e for the Uhess Posser USSTTE
[Tesen Matkcoul Finals i Welling-

Sl

Ceverdeen-year-old Kou Johi-
v s par the Aewam and
el II'|| |-|| gl (Ri] £ 1B

Felix Mifiner told The F'n-
haiagh B lisar ||a|'\-\.|'~\.|||_~:l iy, o
it stull felt great 1o wim

Felix sapl he plved seven
beasrs, mred even thassgh the firs
three were rolatively mny - e
trugpled most m the ome he bosd

himself gefting “hocked up” sl e st fook wup the game
I ] Ecfe Mool 0 oy wisen e done 5 chess Boad i Ehe
el gama=, =0 that's peohably the  lbrary office in Soos
gpinsl 4 plver rom Ngsmenes-  Bagghest thing,” b gak Jar man) he wass| really pepar-
boar Highi School. When asked if he couhl e w2 fior he nartional oot iton in
“They Bei] a few gocsl plmars alie a new s e, Feliv sl amy way - | vas kvsking lrean]

There were two Year o3s | think  § ke in sce a Garther reache  Boplayar T PRl
hat | struggled a B against,” Fe- g Bought - Ehat mdres fhinee A phEEAT RETITHHeETT] Wi -
1 sanid spmres. fonward and bvo squares pressed by a5-vear-old  Imma

“Anad these were proboably the  aces el Hiirmeahd, whis sakl he slwins

Tt negienil chinis chalssge chimpd, left, Felin Milner, bmmdsuel Howald, Tl Goetrith, lip Majuiey isd Guolds: Paresd]

nil play sgainet
R THTE] iy
pisple of varving playing shility.”
kA while, S-yvear-odd Til
ith sanid the most imporisnt
e abanil chess was jus] “pliv-
||!'r: 0 DDl
Wil ol boars Dheanary jre] -
rvthing, bot playving, chess st
poile wiss ane slronger 1han v

newxd B0 practice
i piople,

14e =ad he would have prepared
o the eompeliton by walch-
ing chass '-'i.IInn froen Youduwher
s hess

Hut when @ came §0 winmng,
1B-vear-old Guids Fiorem sail i
wirs Nt ahwir thing

"It Tiifi gt i b0
SOETTE 4T berain B0 orvETCOOE
Uy oyl A Caethi,

fven hardess pames Hiis inspiration came froms chess enjoyed the challenge of plaving, 15 the best way o cam m e He said the most important

Thaerall, Pelix skl he @ vileos gl oornasnenbe, Bl @ agains] olbhers - il i bEms ol T & an #o |.||||;. et and  Dsiag in ol was how 00 Gan
ally pleyed “quite  positional W pry [l that al- n: 1 jued play cheess” will head hack I--l:.-. roany in Aue  play o ecelent moves: “but just
arml East”, bail e rinigg, B Y 1, b g s ke amy ool Faaier syt s B il |."..|'|. T b one hlander will leoed veid 1o lose
: e > sppuad=iby o .--'r-'.ll“.- l--l oot be i Hes o Hans II"--I|"
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Our Senior A Netball team played in the annual Thames Valley
Secondary Schools Boulton Cup netball tournament.

This year it was held at Thames - Rhodes Park. It was great to see so
many Thames Valley schools enter in the tournament for 2024.

Special thanks to Manaia who hosted and a huge thanks to Kelly
Hudson and Kathy Ngamane who ran such an awesome event. Both
Kelly and Kathy's contribution to netball is extremely appreciated.

This year for the Boulton Cup was a huge learning curve for our Senior A
Netball team. We are in the redevelopment stages for netball af
Thames High School and to see consistent improvements throughout
each game during the tournament was our main goal.

We are extremely lucky to have Michelle Tupper ( past Waikato Magic
player) as our Senior A Coach who is working hard with our young team
fo build skills, create fun, and extend their knowledge of netball.

Congratulations tfo Student Leader Ora Wiki who was named in the
Boulton Cup tournament team for 2024.

Special Thanks to Fairview Windows and Doors Thames for Sponsorship
of our Senior A Netball Hoodies and Zonita Club for their generous
donation towards the UNISS tournament in September.

“The New zZealand Mens & Mixed Netball Association Board is pleased

to announce the appointment of Michelle Tupper as Team Manager of

the NZA Men'’s team for the upcoming World Series. The team will be
competing in Singapore from 2nd to 8th December.

Michelle brings a wealth of experience in both coaching and managing

roles in kadies, Mixed and Men’s Nethall. As a J)Ia}?
at

57 represented both South Africa and New Zealan

er, she has also

ternational level”.




Our Junior Gold Netball girls were lucky enough to
head along courtside to a recent Magic vs Steel game
held in Hamilton.

The girls were really lucky to have the opportunity to
meet some of the players and have photo
opportunities. Coach Kelly Taurua “We had a blast
and the girls' learning will reflect on the court in our
upcoming game.”

Special Thanks to the tfeam coach Kelly who
organised this experience for the girls!

Facebook Post

The coach connect day was an awesome experience connecting with other
coaches from across the Waikato Bay of Plenty as well as coaching
developers and umpires.

By connecting with other coaches | learned that we face similar challenges
and also got an insight into their life as a coach. We were lucky enough to
watch the WBOP SHNL vs Mainland SHNL game and meet with their
coaching team post-game. We also were able to watch the Magic vs Tactix
Game only a few rows back from the court, what an amazing view of the
teams battling it out on the court. It was a great opportunity to be able to
have the Magic and Tactix coaches available to give us a debrief pre-
match, post-match and an insight info what their days look like pre and
post-game. We also got to hear from Fay the international umpire and her
experiences with travelling the world as an umpire and Rachel who is the
WBOP development lead. Overall it was a great day with amazing
opportunities and learnings. We gained game analysis fips, game
templates and a netball-loving whanau.

Written By: Junior Gold Coach - Kelly Taurua

After the Thames Valley Secondary Schools Tennis Champs being
postponed in Term 1 it was great to have a successful tennis champs held
at Waihi Beach Tennis Club recently.

We had a team of 11 players who played singles and doubles for the
tournament. Well done to all players.

Well done to Jodie Louden and Saki Sekido for playing against each other
in an awesome Intermediate girls single final.

CONGRATULATIONS to Jodie Louden for being the 2024 Intermediate Girls

Champion, Jodie was also last year's 2023 Champion for Junior Girls
singles.
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Musical
Mentorship

My name is Izzy and | am one of the Arts & Culture Student Leaders
at Thames High School. | moved to Thames from Wellington at the
beginning of last year (2023). | was initially nervous and | wasn't
sure what to expect.

However, it wasn't long before | found just how great this school
can be. Coming from the city, | was apprehensive about how
many opportunities there would be in such a relatively small school
and town.

On the contrary, | soon found that in a smaller pond, it is much
easier to be noticed, staff are much more personal and the school
as a whole can focus on students as individuals much more than
I've seen in larger schools. The school has pushed me to pursue
what | enjoy and find a way to excel in those areas. In Wellington, |
was too afraid to put myself out there musically but it's thanks to
Thames High School that music is now one of my NCEA subjects.

| sing in a band called Hazy and the Jays which is made up of
other students here at Kura. The support that the band gets from
the Music HoD Dr Voice is invaluable. We are offered so many
opportunities to perform. To date we have performed at the

of Porritt Park, the school's Matariki Celebration, we visited CFM a
few times fo perform live on air which was organised by our
teacher and on Friday 23 August, we performed at the beautiful St
George's Church as part of the music department’s showcase.

The event was hosted by MC Pyper Liddell, with occasional help
from her brother, Head Student Koen Liddell. Everyone did so well!
It was great that we had some male vocalists join our singing
ensemble this year and | think that will show younger male
students who may be interested in joining that it's cool to sing!
Together we sang "Hallelujah" and | think we sounded awesome. |
performed a solo and also sang with the band. It was a fun
afternoon. | think everyone did really well considering a lot of us
were sick with the cold. | would also like to thank the Thames Music
Group for hosting us. Our music Kaiako, Dr. Voice, expressed her
immense pride in us and thanked her amazing team of music
teachers but | would like fo thank them also.

A big highlight for me was competing with the band in the
Waikato Regional Smokefree Rockquest earlier this year, we got to
the final heat and won the APRA lyric award and we were

opening

delighted to be featured in an article in the Valley Profile about it

Izzy Fitzsimmons. (Year 11)
Aert & Culture Student Leaer
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Hazy & the J ays rock the stage at Rockquest

By DN HIKATA NG ATA

B-I'II'IF: L ||ﬁ,| adsorul 1Psear
performance didn®t hinder
& Thames High School band
[Foim |:||'.-:1|I!-:]_J o 13 ®pal bn A
fitqii S0s | FEn

Haxy & the Javs todd The
Priile they wens nErvous &S
hiy |'u'r.‘-:|r||'rnl'lhn| g,
Hiztowy, ol the Smokelree
Rockquest Waikato Eegional
Hests in Hamdilton on May 12

“Beat as fosin &8 wie pol on
stage wie felt great,” they said

“We've all had a fair bt of
performing experience, so we
WEET | Ll |L|'.'||'|:|' s bap there.”

Haxy & the Javs cormists of
vear 12 Aris & Culture student
lemder ey FrlEsimons an bk
viscals, year 12 Manakura stu-
dent leader Flarris Ellsot-1Mogg
on guitar, vear 13 studend
Jabrds Rush on bass asd year
13 etudent Jacob Winhold 66
dnams.

The studenis were im dif.
lerent classes and “gaile
frprised ™ when ey [ound
ouf they'd be advancing to the
next pouind ot the Walksis Re
gl Finals on June 38

“Dhur band text group chit
wenl crazy when we found
o, the hand sakd,

Afier thele P rbarTaseE,
Hazy & the Jays sasd they
wakched ihe remaining acts

Iery Fitauimaane, brft, Harrig -
Her. ol Wenhpdi Jaioab Ridh,

andl weps “hiown mway with
thelr takeni

“To be honest, we weren't
that condidend - buf we are
viry glad o rmEalkos i Brough

"W are excife] 1o ehow
what we can do.”

Thee growp started working
Lot heerr [ast year dariog some
Echaal miasic performances
and hecanes interested in en
tering Rockques.

“So this year wir formed our
o bamul with that foous.”

‘While they said they koved
the ldes of & masies] ear-ee
i was “just the bove for music
ik self that makes if all worih-
while”

T Baewl said they wers
working on & second song for
thee next leg of the competi-
Eroe, asul i tiane poermatid,
Ehiry wolsk] wrile anolher o
b prerlorm instead of Flisory

[nherwize, they were fooes
SR 08 “practicing. practic-
ing and moee practicing” o
prepare. [ that wasn't emough
thee bard] were slso carrently
mlrkll‘lﬁ,ﬂll am EP hased om the
livee singiss ol gl

*istary represenied the an-
HeF LA nd e J.ll'l'lll'l‘l'll:l:l
working on Lavender, wiich
I'ltpi'l[‘rﬂlﬂl!'i hbargaining,” they
mal.

Hary & the Jays redi out ot chie Smokefres Radhguest Wakao regienal heats,

Even though Hazy & the
Jays wene undane abow which
e rire off o teey G iklo

“we take inspiration from a
range of groups and make i
R (T,

Far clsers interested in
slarting a basd and getting
i wiih Eochiuest, Haey
& 1 Jays achics was "just do
it~

*Find like mizdded people

and give it & go,” they sid

e wiieiald] Do Emesal Mo ey @ Bl
e Thaitkés represeatation
ol there.

“Performdng len't for every
o bt 1k enoee Vs do i
easier it beoomes.”

PETAILE: To heep up with Hary
& e orys gl e oot obaast
wppaming gigl - find them an
Focebpok ond Ingfogram: @ha-
FrandThelEys.
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g Thames High Schood Everls and Celehrations
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Thamas Hagh School's bard "Hazy & thi Aeia®™ rockad the siages at this Smokslres Rockguos)
Lampabibon on Sunday 12 Mg, compebng agams? HamiSon schoods, Lead socalsl and Year
12 Asts & Cullurs Studoent Loadar, 172y Filzsimimdes, sk with Manidiura Stgdent Lisadar
Harris Ellot-Hogg Year 12 on guaitar, Jacob Rush Year 13 on bass, and Jacob Werhold vear 11
Qi dnng, showcasad Thair original song Hided Thetti' i reorid Coned Ol Ehi 1o 12 ol of
28 bands selected o advance to the Wakalo Regionals on Sabwrday, June 22, Congrabdalions

!
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St Ceorge’s
Concert

Photos from a visit to CFM.
Harris, lzzy and Jacob
performed “Californication
by the Red Hot Chilli
Peppers and “Linger” by
the Cranberries, with
Harris on Guitar, lzzy on
Vocals and Jacob on Bass
Guitar.
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By BAVITIDA HICATARGATA

v o Thames Hi
mnl stuilemts lrukﬂiir;
o 'Wellingion last month as
art of their history and art
wclies,

The yoar 13 asl 13 sfudenis
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MRS CURNOW

Mrs Raewyn Grey who is retiring after a long career,
including 21 years at Thames High School.

During this fime she has been teaching in the
Technology department, taking Fabrics and Kai
classes from year 7 to 13. She was a Kaiawhina/Dean
for many years and also the staff board of trustees
representative.

Raewyn leaves a legacy of young people inspired by
her personalised approach to teaching, nurturing the
creativity of her students. Her classroom has been a
vibrant hub of innovation, where taiohi have learned
not only technical skills but also the importance of
perseverance, and self-expression. As Mrs Grey begins
this new chapter, we wish her well for a just as fulfilling
retirement. Thank you Mrs Grey for your extraordinary
contribution, you will be dearly missed.
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In 2023 Thames High School was chosen as one of 40 schools
nationwide to lead the Active As project, a new project between
regional agencies and Sport New Zealand supporting secondary
schools to provide quality active recreation and sports
opportunities aiming to promote physical activity among
students.

The project supports schools to design and implement their own
physical activity initiatives. This year has seen an "Active As Hour"
started every Wednesday for Year 9 students at Thames High
School. The hour is divided into four strands—Culture,
Environment, Performing Arts, and Physical Activities—rotating
each term to offer diverse experiences.

Under the Culture strand, students explore Mdori, Pacifica, and

The Environment strand involves river studies, free planting, and
gardening. Performing Arts infroduces street theatre skills such as
balloon animals and stilt walking, while Physical Activities focus
on outdoor games and challenges.

Tess Watts leads the project as Active As Coordinator, ensuring its
successful launch. One year 9 student was overheard saying “It's
the best class of the week!” and another has said “| feel like I'm
being physical when I'm at Active As hour”

Thames High School has appointed a lunchtime activities
facilitator, with Xavier Brown set to take on the role from Term 2.
Xavier will organise various activities during breaks, a step we
think will continue to promote greater peer interaction among
students, a trend staff have already noticed growing during Term
1 following the introduction of the "No Phones" policy.

Indian traditions like dance, poi, and rakau.

Ne . sep Drama / Arts
Posilive
“Environmental Active As has had a blast going up to o

the Karaka river, learning about macroinvertebrates, °
eDNA, testing the water, seeing how rubbish impacts “

a river, planting trees to look after the riverbank and ,. o 0 “ ¢
seeing what 600 metres of concrete does to our
native fish, especially Inanga. We have loved walking
up each wednesday and getting a good look and
how a river ecosystem works. Big shout out to Ric
Balfour for helping us this year”

Environment

“The Active As Cirque class was fabulous! For one hour each
week our akonga got to experiment, with Stiltwalking, Whips,
Axe Throwing, Magic (on the charlatan level), Acrobalance and
Acromovement, Fire Poi, Fire Sculpture, Balloon Sculpting and
other conventions of festive theatre. We also had guest
facilitators from Circus in a Flah, and The Dust Palace come into
our kura to inspire our tamariki and introduce them to the wider
professional cirque community of AoNZ.

By engaging in these extraordinary and exciting activities, our
young people began to see themselves as extraordinary and
exciting individuals. Be\{)ond that, they created fire-sculptures
for our Matariki celebrations and developed acts for our
extracurricular performing troupe.”

Teacher in Charge - Kiryn Curnow Teacher in Charge - Luke Devery

< o ehra
Culture <% Gy
[, ,5)\“-_3'

- [
“The cultural space has been both fun and challenging, Ph"3|ca'
pushing students to think creatively and thsically as
they engage with cross-over activities. It has been < D) “Active As Physical is all about having a go! We aimed
exciting to see how body movements and cognitive 0“& t
s’E

o offered a number of different opportunities for our
taiohi to try out. Most activities were offered for 2

weeks so that students could improve their abilities
within the activity. Points were not counted, rules

8 were changed to suit and challenges were set.”
MAT!-EL) Teacher in Charge -Carolyn Green

skills intersect, providing opportunities for learning
both in terms of physicality and culture. Students have
expressed a desire to learn more games within this
cultural space, which has sparked interest in both
traditional and contemporary games.”

Teacher in Charge - Whaea Ra




Active As

Active As Cultural Report 2024 by Whaea Rawinia

In 2024, Active As (A.A.C) infroduced a unique approach to physical
activity through a cultural lens, incorporating a variety of traditional
Maori and Pacific games and practices. Activities such as Tr Rakau,
Titi Toera, Poi Whuia, Poi (long and short), and Mdaori traditional
hand games became central to the curriculum. The four Roopuu
groups rotated throughout the year, allowing students to
experience Active As in different spaces, including cultural,
environmental, dance, and drama.

The cultural space has been both fun and challenging, pushing
students to think creatively and physically as they engage with
cross-over activities. It has been exciting to see how body
movements and cognitive skills intersect, providing opportunities for
learning both in terms of physicality and culture. Students have
expressed a desire to learn more games within this cultural space,
which has sparked interest in both fraditional and contemporary
games.

Key Activities & Highlights:

¢ Hand Games: Students explored traditional Mdori hand games,
starting with knuckle bones and progressing to Mi-Otérere (a
Mdaori version of draughts). This infroduction sparked interest in
cultural games from other backgrounds, broadening the scope
of learning.

e TiRakau: This activity challenges hand-eye coordination and
body movement. In addition to focusing on the hands, the
activity expanded to include footwork and timing, adding
complexity and enhancing the learning experience.

¢ Elastics: After mastering Ti Rakau, students revisited elastics,
adding a new dimension to their skillset. This game combined
flexibility, rhythm, and agility, engaging both the body and the
mind.

¢ Melanesian Bamboo Game & Dance: A new inclusion was a
Melanesian Bamboo game, which combined dance
movements with physical challenges, encouraging creativity
and cultural exploration through play.

¢ Raupuhi and Rautaka: These games challenged students' agility
in small spaces, and the boys especially enjoyed modifying the
games to create variations, even expanding them across four
sections. Their innovative thinking showcased the adaptability of
cultural games in a modern context.

Active As Lesson: Term 4. Year 9 Cirque and Drama students enjoy

practising some really physical shape making and acrobats

We are in our 3rd rotation of Active As and our Year 9's will have
had some awesome opportunities to be physically active and
hopefully ignite a passion or interest in one of the opportunities they
have experienced. Being able to provide these sessions allows our
students to participate at their own pace. We are currently looking
at how we can involve Active As in other year levels for the 2025
school year.

Lunchtime activities are being provided every day for ALL students.
Table tennis and basketball have been extremely popular.

-Update from August Panui

Disc golf is a hit!
We are really lucky to have had three permanent disc catchers
installed around our field, along with a fourth portable catcher that
can be placed anywhere. All thanks to Active As!

Golf has been a popular topic with our rangatahi and was one of
the requests from our students for Active As. We are pleased we can
provide more fun opportunities for our students to be more active
with their friends. We also have purchased freestanding basketball
hoops which will be getting put up very soon.

-Update from October Panui

oo




Biology Trip to
Auckland Zoo

On Monday 5 August, three Year 11 Science classes visited the
Auckland Zoo fo explore careers in conservation and biosecurity
and observe international captive breeding programs in action.
This experience relates to our upcoming external science
assessment focusing on genetics and New Zealand examples.

ibrarians Trip

The team of Thames High School student Librarians visited
Ngaruawahia High School where we were met by Whaea
Gemma and two head students.

We also met their library dog, Heidi. They showed us around the
beautiful library, allowing us to play with Heidi and then took us
on a tour of their kura. All our student librarians were impressed
with how much natural light came into the library. We then went
to Te Kete Aronui in Rototuna. At the end, we had 10 minutes on
the playground before driving home to amazing singing of many
different songs.

Ruth Howes

Librarian

Ceography Trip
to Rotorua

A highlight for me this year was when my geography class took a
school trip to Rotorua to study the geothermal activity, volcanic
landscapes, and cultural significance of the region, including its
hot springs, geysers, and Maori heritage.

Our trip to Rotorua was packed with fun and adventure! We
experienced a variety of activities, including Duck tours, a walk
among the towering redwoods, a fascinating talk about the
museum, five thriling rides on the luge, and a four of the
Whakarewarewa Villaoge where we witnessed the geysers in
action. We also enjoyed a scenic ride on the gondola.

When we arrived atf the hotel, we were freated to private cave
spas with waterfalls and jets and access to an outdoor heated
pool, which we all made the most of. After a delicious pizza dinner,
we took a shopping trip to Kmart that may have left our wallets a
bit lighter! We started our day with a luxurious all-you-can-eat
buffet breakfast the next morning.

This trip was not only a chance to have fun but also an opportunity
to explore and learn more about Rotorua and its rich history. | had
an amazing time and would highly recommend taking Geography
next year so you can experience this trip too!

Caitlin Jones
Kaiarataki Taiao-a-kura / Environment Student Leader

69
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The Get2Go Regional Challenge on Friday 2
August, was an exhilarating day filled with
outdoor adventure activities like orienteering,
kayaking, stand-up paddling, and mountain
biking, along with some problem-solving.

The event, held annually at Lake Karapiro near
Cambridge, is designed to be fun and
accessible for students of all fitness levels and
experience.

This year, our tfeam started with limited prior
experience, which isn't a requirement but a
readiness to embrace new challenges is
essential. The competition featured three 60-
minute challenges focused on Mountain Biking,
Kayaking, and Orienteering/Navigation.

The cold waters of the Waikato River made the
kayaking challenge particularly tough for us.
Despite some travel between challenges, we
scored points for each activity we completed.

Overall, our team performed admirably and
gained valuable insights on how to improve for
next year. The highlight of the day was the
strong teamwork and the sheer enjoyment of
being outdoors.

Rod Edwards
Kaiako Physical Education & Health

Our Get2Go

Whangamata.

With over 183 competitors entering over 9
different schools, congratulations to both of
our teams which secured 1st place overall in
their respective age groups.

teams were the

Well done teams. Our
following :

Boys team-

Jack Mclaren (Year 10)
Carson Fletcher (Year 10)
Ryan West (Year 10)

and Blaze Houghton (Year 10)

Girls team-

Dimple Martin (Year 10)
Chloe Booth (Year 9)
Alzora Taylor (Year 9)
and Lily Kay (Year 9)

Special Thanks to Yotam Kay and Lisa Barnett
who travelled and supported our students at %

the event.

Update from October Panui

adventure
participated in their second event of the year
at the Opoutere Adventure Race held in

racing

teams
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Thames High Foolball
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“This year, the Senior Girl's Football Team had the honour of
travelling to Palmerston North for Tournament Week.

We were able to explore and take in all that Palmerston
North has to offer because we were staying at a motel in
the heart of the city.

We had games all over town, including Massey University,

which was great to visit and play at. We had the
opportunity to play against and meet new teams, which
gave us an awesome challenge and helped us become
stronger as a team.

Except for the Monday, we played two games a day and
then got to go to the Lido Waterpark for 'hot and colds'
and to test out the indoor hydro slide.

As a team, we had one win, which was one of our
highlights that we later celebrated at the Breakers for
dinner. Overall, the week was packed with priceless
moments, amazing opportunifies for us to bond, and a
good way to end our 2024 football season. Thank you to
our teachers and parents who looked after us for the
week."”

Cassandra Duthie
Head Student / Manuarataki-a-kura

Tournament Week

“I am so grateful | got to experience Tournament Week. As
a girl playing football at Thames High School, | always
wanted to attend, but | never thought | would, especially
since girls' football has struggled over the years at Thames
High School.

When Mrs Curnow announced that this year we could go
to Tournament Week, | couldn'’t believe it!

The fun began well before the week itself, starting with our
fundraisers and training. We organised multiple fundraisers,
including a quiz night where we auctioned off vouchers
and raffles. Quiz night was not only a great bonding
experience but also a success, raising $4,000.

We also did extra boot camps- run by the amazing Taryn
from the Fitness Co-op, fo boost our fitness levels.
Tournament Week itself was an incredible experience. We
went in with low expectations about our results, but to our
surprise, we had many close games and even won one—
exceeding our hopes! Having a week away to play
football and spend time as a team was an amazing
experience.

I am incredibly grateful to everyone who made this week
possible: my teammates who worked hard to help us get
there, our Coach Ergin, our Manager (and Mum) Amanda,
all the supportive parents, and Mrs Curnow, who
dedicated so much time to helping us with fundraisers and
making Tournament Week a reality.”

Abby Greenwood
Deputy Head Student / Manuarataki-a-kura

/0
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Upper North Island
decondary School Nethall

As the Senior A Netball captain, | am incredibly grateful for our
team's opportunity to attend Upper North Island Secondary
School Netball (UNISS) in Waitakere this year.

Watching our feam grow stronger on the court was an enriching
experience.

We engaged in various activities, from dance competitions to
lip-sync battles, which were organised into our sub-groups.
Personally, | believe our defence team won in every
competifion! It was inspiring fo compete alongside teams we
had never faced before and to watch the A-grade teams play,
setting an example we aspired fo reach. Seeing other Thames
Valley school teams and exchanging good luck and high-fives
always left us with smiles.

We all deeply appreciate everyone who dedicated their fime
and effort to organising this event and all our supporters who
cheered us on throughout the season.

Our feam grew so much leading into UNISS and | wish all the
best for the next coming years | hope it is as enjoyable as the
last couple of years were, | know they are going to smash it.

Nia Wilson
Sport Student Leader

Each team member shares their highlights:

"I loved watching our team grow and connecting with each other, it was
the best group to finish my last year of school netball with." - Nia

"My highlights from UNISS was definitely getting to compete in our
little challenges, and seeing what everyone else came up with, as well as
just being on the court." - Taylor

"I loved watching our team bond over the UNISS period, the more we
bonded the more we succeeded on the court." - Chloe

"My highlights were making stronger connections and sisterhood
within the team, as well as getting my hair done and massages, also the
ice baths." - Romie

"My highlight of the week would be our last day of games, where we
were all connecting so much better. I enjoyed forming better
friendships outside of netball."

- Kyah

"I enjoyed being able to bond with everyone on the team, and watching
us get stronger throughout the week, especially the new players." -
Abbey

"I enjoyed being in a different environment, meeting new people, and
creating stronger friendships. It was a really cool experience and an
opportunity that you wouldn't want to miss." - Abbygail

"My highlight was being able to know everyone in the team way better,
I really enjoyed the activities we did and being able to beat the team we
have always wanted to Mercury Bay." - Caileigh

"My highlight was our last game together, it was extremely important
to me because I would lose my #1 defence duo" - Ora

"I loved being able to stay at a house where it was big enough to not
only have our down time but to be connected and all under one roof, I
also loved our morning chats and afternoon debriefs so we were all on
the same page" - Lawron

"I loved learning new things and being able to experience UNISS for
the first time. I also loved our dancing battles" - Musa



Junior Boys Basketball
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We are incredibly proud of our Junior Blue
Boys Basketball Team for their exceptional
performance in the FINALS against Paeroa
College on Friday 16 August.
The boys gave it their all, but unfortunately fell
short, with a final score of 48-37.
Congratulations to Paeroa Junior Boys on their
victory.
A big thank you to all our supporters, Coach
Ben and Manager Narelle for their dedication
throughout the season. We're already looking
forward to doing it all over again next year!

FRET. ]

Q Thames Valley Basketball Association

Great to have our secondary scheal junior girts 1eams from Whangamata, Mercury Bay and

T hemrmees fanish Their e ason walh 8 round reben Fesiival. A great chancs to shane D kv of
baskeiball ard make conngclions, Awesome support from our sports coordinatoers, pancnis
and cosches b arganise, ranspart and supporl Donight and throughoul the $easan

To the THS scarebench -thank you @vou rock! Our volunbesr releress From esch school youw
ded @ greatl pab -Thank you




/3

Cirls Foothall

Some lovely photos of the Junior Girls Football taken by One of a Kind Photography.

Senior Boys Foothall

Again thanks to One of a Kind Photography for the photos

Congratulations to our senior boys football team who
placed second overall at the Thames Valley Football
Tournament held in Matamata.

The boys played Matamata College in the final and
unfortunately didn't get the win.

Special thanks to past student James Harvey for
coaching the boys and to Kiryn Curnow for being an
amazing manager and driver for the team.

Update from Sport Panui

Sporting Success:
Cllic Johnston

It was a fantastic weekend at the GFA in the Bay competition in mid July,
hosted by three clubs in the Bay of Plenty.

This annual recreational gymnastics event, Gym For All, was successful.

Elie Johnston (Year 12) had an outstanding performance across five
disciplines:

e Trampoline (Level 7): Gold

e Double Mini Trampoline (Level 7): Silver

e Tumbling Short Track (Level Snr 3): Gold

e Tumbling (Nationals Format): Gold

e Women's Artistic Gymnastics (Beam, Bars, Floor, Vault) - Level 7: Gold

For her final event, Elie competed af Level 7, a newly infroduced top level for
recreational gymnasts. Remarkably, she was the sole competitor in this level,
which featured more challenging requirements compared to other levels. Her
beam routine, for instance, included complex skills like a back tuck, back
handspring, and back walkover, all executed flawlessly.

As the season opener, Elie was thrilled with her results. The other Thames
Gymsports competitors also had strong performances.

Update from Ellie’s mum




Sporting Success:

Sunter Crowden

Congratulations to Deputy Student Leader Hunter
Growden (Year 13) for being selected to play in
an invitational Under 18 New Zealand Rugby
team at the World Schools Festival in Abu Dubai.

Facebook Post
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Sporting Success:
Farley Harris

Congratulations to Harley Harris (Year 12) who has been selected to
trial for the New Zealand U18 Touch Team. He represented the Thames
Valley Team U16 Mixed for the season of 2023/24.

Photos from Thames Valley Touch Facebook page
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Thames \Yalley
Sadminton

On Friday 2 August, we were delighted
to host the Thames Valley Badminton
Championships for Senior Students with
over 100 participants from various
Thames Valley Secondary Schools.

Our school had 36 representatives and
Austin Court notably placed second in
the Senior Boys Singles.

Special Thanks to Jeremy from Thames
Valley Badminton, who helped
organise and prepare the draw for
both days.

Overall total number of players across
the two days - 244. Total games played
across the two days - 350.

Junior Boys entered - 48

Junior Girls entered - 77

Senior Boys entered - 67

Senior Girls entered - 52

Junior Winners:

Singles Runner-Up

Ben Eady (Year 10)

Doubles Runner-Up Boys

Ben Eady and

Devnarayan Don (Year 10)

Doubles Runner-Up

Girls Lily McCarthy (Year 10) and
Frankie Merrett (Year 10)

TES Badminton
Tournament

JHR Bays Singles Champion - Ben Eady i On Friday 27 September, we held our Badminton
SKA Girls Singles Champion - Romle Dargaville Singles Championships  with 50  students
KR Boys Singles Champlon - Austin Ciourt participating.

Congratulations to all our players for some fantastic
games and results. Some very close games. It was
great to have so many of our students keen to play
badminton.

Well done to our overall winners:

JNR Girls Champion - Lily McCarthy (Year 10)
JNR Girls Runner Up - Gwen Kingi (Year 9)

JNR Boys Champion - Ben Eady (Year 10)

JNR Boys Runner Up - Carson Fletcher (Year 10)
SNR Girls Champion - Romie Dargaville (Year 11)
SNR Girls Runner up - Annie Perrett (Year 11)

SNR Boys Champion - Austin Court (Year 12)

SNR Boys Runner Up - Walter Wiki (Year 11)
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Irihapeti & Friends
concert

This piece started as a Year 10 composition-process learning
tool, but it became too complicated with so many working on
it. | was keen to finish it so | simplified it for a smaller group of
musicians.

Our class started with a basic analysis of Mozart's Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik and we took the title, some ideas about how he
used his harmony, and his little motifs, as our inspiration. He oro
iti mai i te po — a little music from the night, Coromandel Bush
style, is a narratfive that starts with Papatuanuku’s heartbeat
and breath, interspersed with a chant.

This is followed by a harmonic progression in the first section,
which works on a four-bar repeated phrase, representing
Papatuanuku's breathing. The harpsichord sound also
represents the twinkling stars from the realm of Rangi-nui.
Rangi created melody and Papa gave us rhythm, so this music
sits between them both.

Over this structure is a semi-improvised soundscape using
tfaonga puoro, and you will hear insects scutting and
scratching, represented by the cellophane, and day birds
settling as night birds come out.

The clock strikes midnight. | used the audience to create the
rainstorm by rubbing hands, clicking fingers, and patting their
legs. Tawhirimatea, the god of weather, and Ao Pakareaq, the
god of thunder, have an argument, shown with the pumoana
and putorino.

The wind is created with spinning instruments, and thunder
with the cymbal. The Coromandel has a lot of landslides in
bad weather, and there is one as the storm stops. Then we
work our way back to morning and a final chant. The last
sounds we hear are water droplets on a tent, created by a
ping pong ball being dropped on the harpsichord strings
between the hitchpins and the casing.

Pyper Lydell (Year 10)

Opening chant: Closing chant:

It's been a long day for the sun
So now let him rest and be
ready for the next day

As the sun sets for the night
May the moon guide us
through the dark

The call of the owls

The call of the crickets

The call of the possums

The scream of the pigs

May they all rise for the night
He ra roa mo Tamanui te- Ra
A, me okioki ia ki tana rua, kia
rite ai mo aapoopoo

Kia to te ra

Ka ara mai Hina, hei kaiarahi i
te po

Ka tangi fe ruru

Ka kitaa nga kirikiti

Ka keke nga paihamu

It's been a long night for
Marama

So now let her rest and be
ready for the next night

As marama sets for the day
May the sun shine upon us
The call of the piwakawaka
The call of the cicada

The call of the tui

The laughter of children
May they all rise for the day
Me whakataa a Hing, kia rite
mo te po kei te heke mai
Kia foo a Hina ki te rua

Ka paa mai ngaa hehe o
Tamanui te ra i

runga i a taatou

Ka karanga te piwakawaka
Te karanga a te kihikihi-kai
Te karanga a fe tui

Te kata a nga tamariki

Kia aramai raatou i te ra




Inclusion a focus for two Thames Valley schools

Helping students connect and feel included in their
community is fundamental for two Thames Valley schools
and their new partnership.

A new Goldfields School satellite class was opened at
Thames High School on February 7, with four tamariki who
transitioned to Year 9 from a satellite class at Te Kura o Te
Kauaeranga Thames South School.

Goldfields satellite classes are set up in primary and
secondary schools so students can receive the specialist
teaching they require in regular school environments.

Thames High School principal Michael Hart said the way
Goldfields School had distributed its classes around the
area was “really awesome” because it was inclusive of all
students.

“[Thames High School] pride ourselves as being part of the
community, and vice versa.”

Mr Hart said one of the Goldfields students was the brother
of a current Thames High student, which gave a "whanau
connection” within the school.

Reinforcing those close ties, Mr Hart said there were other
Year 9 students who had also come from Thames South
and recognised one of the Goldfields tamariki.

“So you have that continuity of relationships because of
that inclusion in the community - it's really, really
awesome.”

The students’ teacher, Matua Caleb, had been exploring
opportunities for the tamariki to participate in specialty
classes like drama, food or technology, Mr Hart said
“[Matua Caleb] has been getting people coming to him
and saying ‘hey, it'd be really cool if your tamariki [would]
come to our class’,” Mr Hart said.

Building a good relationship between the schools was also
important for Goldfields School Principal Cam McKenzie.

“"We've got to want to be there, they've got fo want us.
Nothing goes forward unless that happens.”

Mr Mckenzie said satellite classes had been beneficial for
students.

“You're raised together,” he said. “They live, go to school
[and] grow up in their community.”

Students would not be transported all the way to Paeroa
everyday, he said.

"When you cut down bus time you increase learning
fime.”

Mr Mckenzie said students could also get to know and be
known by local businesses and one day start doing work
experience.

Matua Caleb said he and teacher aide, Whaea Megs,
had been getting students used to their new space and
helping build their confidence for their speciality classes.

“We want fo set them up. We want them to succeed
rather than just doing heaps.”

The students didn't like big crowds, but introduced
themselves in front of a whole staff meeting last year,
Matua Caleb said.

“They were amazing.”

The tamariki went to an assembly on their first day too,
which was “chucking them in the deep end a bit"”, Matua
Caleb said.

“But they are pretty resilient.”

The Valley Profile Article February 27

Coldficlds Students at Rura
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HAUVEAKI WHENDA, HALURAKL TANGATA

HAURAKI
CULTURAL
FESTIVAL

HOSTED BY MATAT WHETU MARAE ¥

Thames High School's Ropu Kapahaka, Te Puna o Te Pito Mataq,

proudly participated in the 2024 Hauraki Festival, hosted by Matai

Wheti Marae and held at kura, over two days (15-16 November).

The group received recognition for their exceptional

performances, earning several accolades across multiple

categories. With marks ranging from 85 to 100 across five judges,

all feedback was upliffing and encouraging.

Key Achievements:

Infermediate Open Section:

e Runner-up in Waiata Tira

e Ist place in Mooteatea

Intermediate Hauraki Section:

e Runner-up in Waiata Tira

Individual Achievements:

e Kaitaataki Taane Harris Elliot-Hogg (Year 12) received an
outstanding score of 100 from 1 of 4 judges.

e Kaitaataki Waahine Waimaarie Reynolds-Kokiri (Year 13)
earned a top mark of 95.

In addition to their performances, the Ropu Kapahaka featured

the RopuU Tuuhono Tetekura, led by Whaea Tina, Whaea Roanne,

and Absalom Turoa. This special feam fook on the important role

of caring for and catering to the Kaumatua RépU throughout the

festival, ensuring a successful and smooth experience for all

participants.

This year's involvement in the Hauraki Festival showcased the
talent, dedication, and cultural commitment of both the
performers and the wider support team. It also reinforced the
cultural legacy of Te Puna o Te Pito Mata at Te Kura Tuarua o Te
Kauaeranga.

A special thanks goes to Johnson (Reha) Waatene and Jackie for
their tireless work in helping fo make this event a success.

-Whaea Rawinia
Te Reo Mdori Kaiako HOD




International
Student

* Black Water Rafting at Waitomo Caves
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tin) and the Firth of Thames,’
Tiknpa Moana o Hauroki,

It alse represents the knd
an whiich T Rura Tuania o Te
Haouaeranga Is built, & Land
gifted by Mgati Maru for the
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- Suppiied by Thawmses High
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Te KEura Tuarua o Te Kovaerango

Thames High School

§ A Kia kitahl al te pikl ake, kia fkeike rawa ki te taumata
: We grow together to achieve ones true potential

CELEBRATING SUCCESS
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WOW what an amazing group of young people we have here
tonight: 108 awards winners, 253 certificates, 22 sporting
codes.

Congratulations to all of you and also other team members
who have been alongside the award winners.

I'm Carolyn Green and as the teacher in charge of Sport, |
have a large list of helpers that | would like to show gratitude
fo fonight. Our Kapahaka RépU - ngd mihi, Hazy and the Jays,
our audio and lighting team, our communication
extraordinaire Justina, Burtons Catering, Aeroview Garden
Centre, Flowers on Pollen, The Aviator Experience - Thank you
to all of these groups and businesses for their support fonight to
make it a special evening for everyone.

Our School Leadership Team, The Thames High School Student
Support Trust, teachers in charge of sport, coaches, managers,
referees, organisers, drivers, first-aiders, uniform washers, snack
makers, orange peelers, photographers, water bottle carriers
and even that person that reminds our students fo get out of
bed on time. You are all part of our sporting whanau that we
celebrate tonight. 2025 vacancies for all these roles can be
discussed with Tess at any time. We would love to have you
join us.

Joe, its been lovely to see this wonderful giving man you have
grown into. | did find some details about your sports awards
when you were year 13, I'm not sure if you remember but you
gained a Sporting Laurel for Thames Valley U18 Rugby and
Thames Valley Basketball and also for being part of the Hillary
Challenge team and now you have the Meads Cup - your
rugby career did start back while you were here at THS.

| would also like to congratulate our Head of Sport and Head
of House Senior Leaders, Austin Court, Nia Wilson, Ora Wiki and
Connor Lyon - You have done a great job this year along with
your house leaders. Thank you.

To our awards winners, There are so many reasons that you are
here tonight and have shone brightly within your chosen
sports, it is your athletic skills, your passion, your determination,
your self-belief, your personality, your time management, your
resilience, your commitment, your communication, your
friends and teammates, your whanau support. Sports give you
so much more than just the game fime. As a parent, | know
how much ‘these’ people do and sometimes sacrifice to allow
'these’ young people to access sport. So thank you Tess, our
Sport Co-ordinator, every student who comes to see you
about signing up has become your number 1 priority to make
sure they get to participate. You have gone above and
beyond for our students. Thank you. you are such a big part of
why our sports people are shining brightly tonight. Just
yesterday you excited told me that the student's feedback
from the Sport Waikato Voice of Rangatahi showed that in
2022, ‘'student satisfaction in sport’ was only 19%. This year, that
has tripled to 64% satisfaction in sport. Tess, this is due to you,
your encouragement, your connection with our students, your
determination to improve on the previous year, your seeking
out more opportunities, updating sports uniforms and
advocating for sports to be more accessible by removing
financial barriers. You do this all ‘for the love of the game’.

Congratulations and Thank you all for being part of Sport at
Thames High School. My challenge to you all - in 2025 say ‘yes’
fo joining up to an event or feam. You will gain far more skills
than just the game.

-Ms Green'’s speech on the night
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On Wednesday, 30 October, Thames High School gathered to
celebrate the achievements of over 120 taiohi / young
people. The 2024 Senior Prize Giving honored students for their
academic accomplishments, as well as premier awards in
sports, arts, cultural activities, and service to the school and
community.

The guest speaker, former student Keenan Alexander, shared
his inspiring journey. After a tragic accident during a rugby
game in 2016 left him paralyzed, Keenan's message to the
Year 13 leavers cenfred on resilience, self-worth, and being
proud of one's chosen path. His story of overcoming adversity
deeply resonated with the audience. Alongside Keenen, other
distinguished guests included Hon. Scott Simpson (MP for
Coromandel) and Eric and Mark Bowater, who presented the
Stephen Bowater Memorial S

cholarship in memory of their son and brother, Stephen
Bowater, a former student who tragically passed away in his
second year at Auckland University.

The 2024 Head Students, Cassandra Duthie and Koen Liddell,
captivated the audience with speeches reflecting their
unique styles—Cassandra with eloquence and Koen with
humour—as they recounted their fime at Thames High School.
They warmly welcomed the newly appointed Head Students,
lzzy Fitzsimons and Harris Elliot-Hogg, who will lead a larger
Senior Student Leader team of 24 students in 2025, selected
from 40 applicants.

It was a night of pride, inspiration, and reflection, celebrating
both the past accomplishments and the promising future of
Thames High School's young leaders.

Blog Post
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By DAVID0A i ATARGATA
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ATHLETICS

Austin Court H2EMY

Old Boys Challenge

Senior Boys Champion
Carswell Cup

Senior Boys 3000m Champion
Rudman Cup

Senior Boys 1500m Champion
Bailey Cup

Senior Boys 800m Champion

Wetere Kingi D2SCO
Watkin Memorial
Senior Boys Runner up

Isayah Boyd H3BAV
Galloway Memorial
Infermediate Boys Champion

Ffin Owen H3BAV

Thames High School Sports Club Trophy.
Intermediate Boys Athletics Runner Up
Miller Cup

Infermediate Boys 1500m Champion
EG Brown Cup

Intermediate Boys 800m Champion

Lincoln Donaldson 10HFRG
RSA Cup
Junior Boys Champion

Tyler Smith 9RCGY

Junior Boys Runner-Up

Luca Yamamoto 9HNEU
Morrisey Cup

Junior Boys 1500m Champion
Mcleish Cup

Junior Boys 800m Champion

Abby Greenwood R1DVY
Buick Cup
Senior Girls Champion

(Joint) Ora Wiki - R2SLE /
Ella Smith -D2SCO
Danby Cup

Senior Girls Runner Up

Ellie Johnston H3BAV
Raewyn Cowles
Intermediate Girls Champion

Jess Rendall R2SLE
Whiteman.Cup
Intermediate Girls Runner-Up

Alzora Taylor SAGMK
Junior Champion Cup
Junior Girls Champion

Amber Rayment YAGMK
Thames High School Sports Club Trophy
Junior Girls Athletics Runner-Up

Maia Whitney §HNEU
Rex Pearson Cup
Junior Girls 300m Champion

CROSS COUNTRY

Austin Court H2EMY

Diamond Jubilee Shield

Senior Boys Champion

Boys Cross Country Gold Medal
Fastest time for Boys

Lorenzo Yamamoto H2EMY
Thames Goldfields Centennial Cup
Infermediate Boys Champion

Luca Yamamoto 9HNEU
Stewart Cup
Junior Boys Champion

Nane Becker A2PHL
Old Pupils Association Cup
Senior Girls Champion

Jess Rendall R2SLE
Gwen Brunton Cup
Intermediate Girls Champion

Chloe Booth 9AGMK
Ann Maskell Cup
Junior Girls Champion

Nane Becker A2PHL
Girls Cross Country Gold Meddal
Fastest time for Girls

SWIMMING

Austin Court H2EMY
Australia Cup

Senior Boys Champion

Lorenzo Yamamoto H2EMY
Brownlee Cup
Intermediate Boys Champion

Luca Yamamoto 9HNEU
Kings Theatre Cup
Junior Boys Champion

Lexis Rohrlach HICHO
Joyce Cup
Senior Girls Champion

Maia Whitney 9§HNEU
Wilcox Cup
Junior Girls Champion

HOCKEY

Troy Costello AT1SLA

Ison Family Trophy

Most Outstanding Boys Player

Felix Milner 9HNEU

Thames High School Boys Hockey Cup

Most Improved Boys Player

Annie Perrett ASHAR
AJR Trophy,
Most Valuable Girls Player

Ellie Johnston H3BAV
Cecila Dunlop Cup
Most Improved Girls Player

Thames Valley Hockey - 6-Aside Winners
Miya Costello 10AMJR

Bella Bevan 10RALN

Gracie Miller T0RALN

Annie Perrett ASHAR

Roman Smith H2EMY

Troy Costello ATSLA

Ellie Johnston H3BAV

Aidan Murphy A3HAR

Koen Liddell D2SCO

Koen Liddell D2SCO
Thames High School Sports Trophy
Most Valuable Player

NETBALL

Caileigh Poipoi R2SLE

Coromandel Foods Trophy

All Round Excellence in Senior A Netballl

Abbygail Patterson A2PHL
Coromandel Foods Trophy
Most Improved Senior A Player

Ora Wiki R2SLE
Fielder Family Cup
Most Valuable Player (Senior A)

Kyah Lyon H2EMY

Palethorpe Whanau Wahine Toa
Wahine Toa Trophy (Senior A)
Thames High School Medal

Top Goal Scorer 2024

Eva Ellis 9DMCN
Thames High School All Rounder
Best Development All Rounder

Chevy Wilcox 10DGDR
Thames High School Olsen Cup
Most Promising Development Player

Zaydee Prasad 10DGDR
Parke Whanau Trophy
Most Improved Development Player

Takaimo-Riria Waite 10HFRG
Thames High School Ruru Cup
Most Promising Junior Blue

Nova Sawyer 10HFRG

Thames High School Junior Girls Netball Trophy

Best Junior All Rounder - Improvement,

Attitude & Commitment to team, coach & her

netball tfeam

Zaylee Savage 9DMCN
Thames High School Cup
Junior Girl Most Improved (Junior Blue)

Savannah Corbett 9RCGY
Thames High School Netball Trophy
Most Improved Player (Junior Gold)

Olivia Lamont 9RCGY

/ Gracie Miller 10RALN

Thames High School Netball Trophy
Most Promising Player (Junior Gold)




NETBALL Cont.

Thames Valley Secondary Schools
- Senior B Grade Winners
Abbygail Patterson A2PHL
Musa Ndlovu A3HAR

Lawron Waite HICHO

Kyah Lyon H2EMY

Romie Dargaville Rehua R1DVY
Taylor Menzies D3CNW

Abbey Mobberley H2EMY
Chloe Paynter H2EMY

Caileigh Poipoi R2SLE

Ora Wiki R2SLE

Cassandra Duthie A2PHL

Nia Wilson D2SCO

Lily McCarthy 10RALN
Watts Family Trophy
Best All Rounder (Junior Gold)

RUGBY

Koen Liddell D2SCO

Thames High School 1st XV Rugby Cup
1st XV Player of the Year

Harley Harris D3CNW
Twentyman Kerby Cup
Most Improved Rugby Player

Tate Leathem H3BAV
Ricky Lidgard Memorial Cup
Most Dedicated 1st XV Member

Ffin Owen H3BAV

Richardson Real Estate Trophy
Most Promising 1st XV Member
Sireli Knox Memorial Trophy

1st XV Top Try Scorer

Tyler Smith 9RCGY
Thames High School 4th Grade Cup (U15)
Youth Boys Rugby - Player of the Year

Carson Fletcher 10HFRG
Thames High Sehool 4th Grade Cup (U15),
Youth Boys Rugby - Most Valuable Player

Thames High Sechool Medal

Archie Stove 9DMCN

Youth Boys Rugby - Overall top points scorer
Royal Dean 10HFRG

Youth Boys Rugby - Most Improved Player 2024
Carson Fletcher 10HFRG

Youth Boys Rugby - Best Sportsmanship 2024
Youth Boys Rugby Top Try Scorer 2024
Cortez Hogan 10HFRG

Youth Boys Rugby Top Try Scorer 2024
Isayah Boyd H3BAV

Most Valuable Player 1st XV

Hunter Growden H3BAV

Best Team Player 1st XV

Sienna Batie H2EMY
Vita Dryden Cup - Girls Rugby
Most Improved Player

Laura Donald R2SLE
Makara Trophy - Girls Rugby.
Best Team Player

Taylor Menzies D3SCNW
Kerebs Trophy - Girls Rugby.
Most Valuable Player

FOOTBALL

Aidan Murphy A3HAR
Thames Soccer Club Trophy:
Best All Round Senior Boy

Austin Court H2EMY
H J Maskell Trophy
Most Improved Senior Boy:

Troy Costello AT1SLA
Thames High School Trophy
1st Xl Boys Football Golden Boot

Jess Rendall R2SLE

Thames High School Trophy

1st XI Girls Football Golden Boot
Terry Wood Cup

Excellence in Senior Girls Football

Ceyda Nemburt - D2SCO
Thames High School Trophy

1st XI Girls Football Golden Boot
Terry Wood Cup

Excellence in Senior Girls Football

Livien Borucka R3ROG
Dovell Trophy
Most Improved Senior Girl

Abby Greenwood -R1DVY

/ Troy Costello - A1SLA

Thames High School Football Medal
Best All Rounder - Improvement,
Attitude & Commitment

to team, coach and football

Jake Hudson 10AMJR
Warren Kidd Trophy
Best All Round Junior Boy

Daniel Reber 9AGMK
/Blake McLaren 9DMCN
Thames High School Trophy
Most Improved Junior Boy

Devnarayan Don 10RALN
Sprott Family Trophy
Most Promising Junior Boys Player

Jessica Atrill -10DGDR

/ Lily McCarthy - 10RALN
Thames High School Trophy
Best All Round Junior Girl

Lucy Gage-Maddox 9HNEU
Terry Wood Cup
Most Improved Junior Girl.

Annabelle Hutchinson- Wong R3ROG
Curnow Award
Outstanding Effort throughout all teams

Thames High School Medal

Zander Curnow - Year 8

/ Fynn Paki - Year 8

Junior Boys Football - Yr 8 Participation

Waikato Secondary School Soccer Assn
- Junior Boys Division 5 Winners
Zander Curnow Year 8

Fynn Paki Year 8

Daniel Reber $AGMK

Blake McLaren 9DMCN

Nikau Moana 9DMCN

Wyatt Doherty 9HNEU

Luca Yamamoto §HNEU

Blaze Houghton 10AMJR

Jake Hudson 10AMJR

Jack MclLaren 10DGDR

Daniel Burchell 10HFRG
Devnarayan Don 10RALN

Ben Eady 10RALN

Takuya Yamashita D1GRY
Liam Ball Paeroa

Eli Wanhill Paeroa

RUGBY 7§

Koen Liddell D2SCO

Thames High School Medal

Senior Boys Player of the Tournament

Ollie Stove D3CNW
Thames High School Medal
Senior Boys Most Dedicated Player

Fletcher 10HFRG
Thames High School Medal
Junior Boys Player of the Tournament Carson

Tre' Paki 10HFRG
Thames High School Medal
Junior Boys Most Improved Player

Taylor Menzies D3CNW
Thames High School Medal
Girls Player of the Tournament

Zaylee Savage 9DMCN
Thames High School Medal
Girls Most Improved Player

BASKETBALL

Wetere Kingi - D2SCO

/ Hunter Growden - H3BAV
Shane & Sandy Davis Cup
Most Valuable Senior Boy

Dylan Cameron - D3CNW

/ Eli Muller - RIDVY

Thames High School Senior Boys Basketball Trophy:
Most Improved Senior Boy

Obe Fraser T0AMJR
Boots 'n' All Junior Boys Basketball Trophy
Most Valuable Junior Boy

Max White 9RCGY
Sterling Huett Junior Boys Basketball Trophy
Most Improved Junior Boy

Alzora Taylor 9AGMK

Thames High School Junior Girls
Basketball Trophy

Most Valuable Junior Girl

Dimple Martin 10DGDR

Thames High School Junior Girls
Basketball Trophy

Most Improved Junior Girl
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Thames High School Medal

Olivia Kenny Year 8

Junior Girls Basketball 2024 - Yr 8 Participation
Pearl Joy Newton Year 8

Junior Girls Basketball:2024 - Yr 8 Participation
Lyle Owen-Woods 9DMCN

Top Points Scorer 2024 - Junior GOLD team
Simrat Kaur 9RCGY

Top Points Scorer 2024 - Junior Girls team
Obe Fraser 10AMJR

Top Points Scorer 2024 - Junior BLUE team
Blaze Houghton 10AMJR

All Rounder Medal 2024 - Junior GOLD team
Benjy Moxsom 10AMJR

All Rounder Medal 2024 - Junior BLUE team

BADMINTON

Austin Court H2EMY
Cunningham Cup

Senior Boys Singles Champion

Romie Dargaville Rehua R1DVY
Managh Cup
Senior Girls Singles Champion

Ben Eady 10RALN
Maureen Mdllinson Trophy,
Junior Boys Singles Champion

Lily McCarthy 10RALN
Maureen Mallinson Trophy
Junior Girls Singles Champion

CHESS

Felix Milner §HNEU

Thames High School Chess Trophy
Overall Chess Champion

GOLF

Jep Donaldson HICHO

Thames High School Golf Trophy
Best Team Player

VOLLEYBALL

Koen Liddell D2SCO
Thames High School Medal
Senior Boys Most Improved

Luke Hollis A2PHL
Thames High School Trophy.
Senior Boys Most Valuable Player

Takaimo-Riria Waite 10HFRG
Thames High School Medal
Senior Girls Most Improved

ADVENTURE RACING

Jack McLaren 10DGDR

White Family Trophy

For most valuable team member
demonstrating outstanding
commitment, skills and support

MOTOCROSS

William Steel H3BAV

Thames High School MX TROPHY.
Most Improved

SERVICE TO SPORT (Year 13)

Caitlin Jones D2SCO

Hunter Growden H3BAV

Nia Wilson D2SCO

Cassandra Duthie A2PHL

TJ Judd HICHO

Acknowledging the time, effort

and support you have given to Sport
at Thames High School

and the Thames Community.

AMP TROPHY

Caileigh Poipoi R2SLE

Taylor Menzies D3CNW

Colin Barlow AMP Cup

Best All Round Contribution to
Thames High School Sport

SPORTS LAURELS - HALF COLOUR
Athletics Sports Laurel: Half Colour
Thames Valley Athletics,
Wai/Bop Athletics

Alzora Taylor JAGMK

Archie Stove 9DMCN

Luca Yamamoto 9HNEU

Lincoln Donaldson 10HFRG
Lorenzo Yamamoto H2EMY
Isayah Boyd H3BAV

Jess Rendall R2SLE

Walter Wiki R2SLE

Austin Court H2EMY

Ellie Johnston H3BAV

Thames Valley Athletics
Rocky Tuhakaraina 9DMCN
Tyler Smith 9RCGY

Swimming_Sport Laurel: Half Colour
Thames Valley Swimming:

1st Place Overall Junior Boy

Luca Yamamoto $§HNEU

Thames Valley Swimming:

1st Place Overall Senior Boy

Austin Court H2EMY

NZ Secondary Schools Swimming
gualifier, Waikato Secondary Schools

3rd 50m Butterfly, Thames Valley
Swimming.

3rd Place Overall Intermediate Boy
Lorenzo Yamamoto H2EMY

Badminton Sports Laurel: Half Colour
Thames Valley Badminton

Frankie Merrett 10HFRG

Devnarayan Don 10RALN

Ben Eady 10RALN

Lily McCarthy 10RALN

Austin Court H2EMY

Rugby League Sports Laurel: Half Colour

Ffin Owen H3BAV
National Shaun Johnson Shield
Tournament Team

Equestrian Sports Laurel: Half Colour
Neka Woolf D2SCO

Amber Hunt D3CNW

Bella Hunt D3CNW

Thames Valley Equestrian 2nd Place team

Chess Sports Laurel : Half Colour

Felix Milner 9HNEU

Immanuel Huwald H2EMY

Jay Majurey H2EMY

Til Guernth D2SCO

Guido Fiorenzi D2SCO

NZ National Chess Qualifiers,

Regional Chess Champions 1st Team Overall,
top 5 individual placing

Tennis Sports Laurel : Half Colour

Thames Valley Tennis - 3rd Place Junior Girls Singles
Laura Elliott IDMCN

Thames Valley Tennis - 2nd Place Junior Girls
Singles Kiera Nunn 9DMCN

Thames Valley Tennis - 1st Place Intermediate Girls
Singles

Jodie Louden 10DGDR

Thames Valley Tennis - 2nd Place Intermediate
Boys Singles, 2nd Place Boys Open Doubles

Troy Costello A1SLA

Thames Valley Tennis - 2nd Place Boys Open
Doubles

Ashton McGuire D1GRY

Thames Valley Tennis - 3rd Place Intermediate Girls
Singles

Ellie Johnston H3BAV

Thames Valley Tennis - 1st Place Senior Girls Singles,
1st Place Senior Girls Doubles

Brooke Muir R2SLE

Thames Valley Tennis - 1st Place Senior Girls
Doubles

Annabelle Hutchinson- Wong R3ROG

SPORTS LAURELS - FULL COLOUR

Sports Laurel: Full Colour

Ffin Owen H3BAV

Wai/BoP Athletics 3rd Intermediate Boys 400m,
North Island Secondary Schools ?th Intermediate
Boys 400m

Swimming Sports Laurel: Full Colour

Maia Whitney 9HNEU

NZ Secondary Schools SwWimming representative,
Waikato Secondary Schools 3rd 50m Backstroke,
6th 50m Freestyle,

Thames Valley Swimming: 1st Place Overall Junior
Girl

Swimming Sports Laurel: Full Colour

Nova Sawyer 10HFRG

NZ Secondary Schools Swimming representative,

Waikato Secondary Schools 3rd 100m Breastroke,
4th 50m Breastroke,

7th 100m Medley, Thames Valley Swimming: 2nd

Place Overall Junior Girl

Gymsport Sports Laurel : Full Colour
Ellie Johnston H3BAV

GFA in the Bay gaining 4 Gold
placings and 1 silver placing

Cricket Sports Laurel: Full Colour

Jess Rendall R2SLE

Member of the Morrinsville Piako
Women's Team who were the Premier
Women's Team winners T20 in the
Waikato Women's Competition,
Waikato Under 16 representative,
Waikato Under 19 representative and
a Northern Districts Academy Player
Northern Districts Under 17
representative




Senior Prize Civing

YEAR 11 DISTINCTION AWARDS

Alisson Agudelo Posada

Distinction in Science

Jack Busch

Distinction in Health & Physical Education
Carla Chaffey

Distinction in Fabric & Design
Distinction in History &

Distinction in Science

Liam Corbett

Distinction in Mechanical Engineering
Simon Darwall

Distinction in Mathematics,
Distinction in Physical Education &
Distinction In Science

Lexi Dinneen

Distinction in Physical Education &
Distinction in Science

Jep Donaldson

Distinction in Physical Education

Tayo Elusanmi

Distinction in Mechanical Engineering &
Distinction in Science

Coby Franklin

Distinction in Horticulture

Gabrielle Gage-Maddox

Distinction in Te Ao Haka

Shiloh Gilmor

Distinction in Furniture &

Distinction in Health & Physical Education
Cooper Greenwood

Distinction in Mathematics &
Distinction in Physical Education
Amber Hunt

Distinction in Drama

Jayme Jamieson

Distinction in Fabric & Design &
Distinction in Music

Pyper Liddell

Distinction in Music

Charlie Lyon

Distinction in Horticulture

Annie Perrett

Distinction in English,

Distinction in Geography,

Distinction in Mathematics With Statistics &
Distinction in Physical Education.

Annie Is the Recipient of

the Turoa-Tuaiti Trophy for

Excellence in English by A Mdori student
Jess Rendall

Distinction in Science

Tai Roberts

Distinction in Horticulture

Julius Smith

Distinction in Mechanical Engineering
William Steel

Distinction in Mechanical Engineering
Alison Tomsett

Distinction in Art,

Distinction in Food & Hospitality &
Distinction in Geography

Kairah Turoa

Distinction in History &

Distinction in Science

Neka Woolf

Distinction in Te Ao Haka

YEAR 11 -FIRST IN SUBJECT AWARDS
Scarlet Crook

1st in Horticulture

Distinction in English

Tyla Cullen

1st in Mathematics with Statistics
Evelyn Darwall

1st in Health & Physical Education,
Distinction in Art,

Distinction in English &

Distinction in Food & Hospitality
Eikura Emery

1stin Drama

Joe Hayward

1st in Mechanical Engineering &
Distinction in Furniture

Misaki Maeda

1stin Music,

Distinction in Mathematics &
Distinction in Science

Logan Murphy

Winner ff the Jack Price Trophy for Top Boy in
Year 11 Physical Education
Abbygail Patterson

1st In Fabric & Design &
Distinction In Mathematics With Statistics
Shannara Smook

st In Art

Distinction In Mathematic$S &
Distinction In Science

Milla Sawyer

1st In English,

Distinction In Mathematics,
Distinction In Physical Education &
Distinction In Science

Anja Watling

1st In Food & Hospitality,
Distinction In Mathematics,
Distinction In Physical Education &
Distinction In Science

THE FOLLOWING YEAR 11 STUDENTS HAVE
ACHIEVED A FIRST IN SUBJECT AWARDS IN TWO
OR MORE SUBJECTS IN 2024

Romie Dargaville-Rehua

1ST in Te Reo Maori,

1ST in Te Ao Haka,
Distinction in Art,

Distinction in English &
Distinction in Physical Education
Brooklyn Jiang

18T in Digital Technology
1ST in Furniture

1ST in Mathematics &

1ST in Science

Immanvuel Huwald

1stin Level Two Chemistry,
1st in History,

1st in Level Two Physics,
1stin Level Three Calculus &

Rose Thomsen

18T in Physical Education,

1ST in Science,

1ST in Design & Visual Communication
by online learning,

Winner of the Edwin Cup for Top Girl in
Year 11 Physical Education,
Distinction in Art &

Distinction in English

Lorenzo Yamamoto

1ST in Level Two Biology,

st in Level Two Mathematics
Distinction in Geography &

Distinction In Science

YEAR 12 DISTINCTION AWARDS
Ava Arnold

Distinction in Outdoor Education
Dylan Bloor

Distinction in Horticulture

Kobe Brown

Distinction in Food & Hospitality
Harris Elliot-Hogg

Distinction in Music,

Distinction in Te Reo Mdori
Harley Harris

Distinction in Gateway

Kou Ichikawa

Distinction in Horticulture

Saxon Knight

Distinction in Art &

Distinction in Mechanical Engineering
Tahliah Mccaskill

Distinction in Art &

Distinction in History

Jay Majurey

Distinction in Food & Hospitality &
Distinction in Horticulture
Caileigh Poipoi

Distinction in English &
Distinction in Health

Ollie Stove

Distinction in Outdoor Education
Tamihana Timothy

Distinction in Fabric And Design &
Mathematics with Statistics

Eylil Tosun

Distinction in English

William Wilson

Distinction in Drama &
Distinction in Furniture

Winner of the Thames High School Calculus Cup

for Top Year 13 Calculus student

Winner of the the W H Baker Cup for Top
Performance of a Year 11 student in
Mathematics and Science,

Winner of the 1955 Pupils' 75th Anniversary Cup

and the

Ricoh Prize For Scholastic Excellence In Year 11
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Senior Prize Civing

YEAR 12 FIRST IN SUBJECT

Ashley Bloor

st in Food & Hospitality

Troy Costello

Ist in Physical Education and

Winner of the Thames High School
Trophy for Top Boy in Year 12 Physical
Education,

Distinction in Biology &

Distinction in Chemistry

Brennan Fitness

1st In Furniture &

Distinction In Physical Education &
Distinction In Trades Academy

Daniel Hewlett

1stin Visual Art Design

Ellie Johnston

1st in Fabric & Design

Distinction in Physical Education &
Distinction in Visual Arts Design

Abbey Mobberley

Ist in Outdoor Education &

Distinction in Physical Education

Karin Noge

1st in English Language

Troy Pascoe

1st in Hortficulture &

Distinction in Fabric & Design
Waimaarie Reynolds-Kokiri

Istin Te Ao Haka

Winner of the Walter Taipari Memorial
Prize for contribution to Kapa Haka
Palarry Rous

st in Chemistry,

Distinction in Biology

Distinction in Mathematics,

Distinction in Photography,

Distinction in Physics &

Student on Board of Trustees for 2025
Tristan Smith

Ist in Trades Academy

Kayla Speed

Ist In Photography,

Distinction in Chemistry

Distinction in Physics

& winner of the Thames High School
‘Student Volunteer Army’ Top Volunteer
Award

Ora Wiki

Equal winner of the Thames High School
Trophy for Top Girl in Year 12 Physical
Education &

Distinction in English

Matthew Wilson

1st in Gateway

Distinction in Physical Education

THE FOLLOWING YEAR 12 STUDENTS HAVE
ACHIEVEDb A FIRST IN TWO OR MORE
SUBJECTS

Austin Court

1st in Mechanical Engineering,

Winner of the H. G. Laing Trophy for Top
Student in Engineering,

Distinction in Biology,

Distinction in Physical Education &
Distinction in Physics
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|zzy Fitzsimons

1st in Music,

Distinction in Chemistry,

Distinction in English,

Distinction in Mathematics,

Distinction in Physics,

Distinction in Te Ao Haka,

Winner of the Poulgrain Cup &

the Ricoh Prize for Scholastic Excellence in
Year 12

Lexis Rohrlach

1st in Health,

Equal winner of the Thames High School
Trophy for Top Girl in Year 12 Physical
Education,

Distinction in Geography &

Distinction in Tourism

Annabelle Hutchinson-Wong

1st in Business Studies by Online Learning,
1st in Geography by Online Learning,
Distinction in English,

Distinction in History,

Distinction in Mathematics with Statistics &
Winner of the Kotui Ako Virtual Learning
Network Special Award for Overall Academic
Excellence at Ncea Level 2

Brooke Muir

1st in Geography,

Winner of the New Zealand Geographical
Society Cup,

1st in Mathematics with Stafistics &
Distinction in Tourism

Pavelyn Rous

1st in English

Ist in History

1st in Psychology by Online Learning &
Disfinction in Biology

YEAR 13 DISTINCTION AWARDS

Livien Borucka

Winner of The Thames High School Most
Integrated International Student

Hunter Growden

Distinction in Physical Education

Connor Lyon

Distinction in Mechanical Engineering
Distinction in Outdoor Education &
Distinction in Physics

Caitlin Jones

Distinction in English &

Distinction in Geography

Tj Judd

Winner of the Contribution To Troupe Trophy
Distinction in Drama
Tennyson Mercer
Distinction in Biology
Ari Reed

Distinction in Physical
Ella Richmond
Distinction in Chemistry
Mikyle Russell
Disfinction in Food & Hospitality

Jacob Wenhold

Distinction in Chemistry &

Distinction In Music

Nia Wilson

Distinction in Mathematics With Statistics and
Modelling

Education([3]

Nanami Ashida

Distinction in Fabric & Design &
Distinction in Furniture

Ashley Dinneen

Distinction in Health

Jaselle Wilkinson

Distinction in Science

YEAR 13 FIRST IN SUBJECT

Cassandra Duthie

1st in Physical Education,

Winner of the Ray Garrett Trophy for
First in Year 13 Physical Education &
Distinction in Tourism

Ashley Frisken

1st in Health

Winner of the Kelly Cup for Top Level 3
Health Student,

Distinction in Biology &

Distinction in Chemistry

Luke Jamieson

1st in Food & Hospitality

Wetere Kingi

1st in Outdoor Education &

Winner of the Wintec Adventurer's Cup
for Excellence in Outdoor Education
Jamie Moxsom

1st in Mechanical Engineering

Will Perrett

1st in Furniture

Ella Smith

1st in Photography

Geri Steel

1st in Drama,

Winner of the Furth Cup for the
Performing Arts for Drama
Distinction in Biology &

Distinction in Outdoor Education

THE FOLLOWING YEAR 13 STUDENTS HAVE
ACHIEVED A FIRST IN SUBJECT AWARDS
IN TWO OR MORE SUBJECTS

Samantha Bufton

1st in Fabric & Design,

1st in Visual Art Design,

Winner of the Photolife Award for
Outstanding Year 13 Photography &
Distinction in English

Abby Greenwood

1st In History,

1st in Geography,

Winner of the Boots n All Cup for
Excellence in Geography,

Winner of the Thames High School Cup
for Excellence in Social Studies &
Distinction in English

Maia Harrison

1st in Mathematics with Statistics,
Winner of the Thames High School
Statistics Cup for Top Year 13 Statistics
Student,

Winner of The Stephen Bowater Award
for Creative Excellence in Science,
Distinction in Biology,

Distinction in Chemistry,

Distinction in History &

Distinction in Physics



Senior Prize Civing

Jacob Rush

1st in Music

Winner of the Furth Cup for the
Performing Arts for Music,
Winner of the Romola M Catran
Cup for Most Valuable Senior
Debater,

Winner of the Mackwell
Ovation Trophy for Outstanding
Contribution to the Performing
Arts &

Distinction in Physics

Jordan Wheater

1st in Biology,

1st in Chemistry,

1st in Physics,

Winner of the Boyce Cup for
Top Science Student &
Distinction in Mathematics with
Calculus

Abby Greenwood

BOARD OF TRUSTEES STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVE — 2024

Koen Lindell

HEAD Student

THE LIONS CLUB OF THAMES
HEAD Student TROPHY
Cassandra Duthie

HEAD Student

THE LIONESS CLUB OF THAMES
HEAD Student TROPHY

DEPUTY SENIOR LEADERS 2024
Hunter Growden
Abby Greenwood
DEPUTY Students
Waimaarie Reynolds-Kokiri &
Harris Elliott-Hogg
MANUKURA MAORI
Maia Harrison
ACADEMIC

|zzy Fitzsimmons &
TJ Judd

ARTS / CULTURAL
Kayla Speed &
Pavelyn Rous
WELFARE

Nia Wilson &
Austin Court
SPORT

Keira Hall &

Caitlin Jones
ENVIRONMENTAL
Connor Lyon &
Ora Wiki

HOUSE

Hoult
HOUSE SHIELD WINNERS

SPECIAL AWARDS - 2024

Abby Greenwood 1st
Pavelyn Rous 2nd

Eylul Tosu 3rd

RICHMOND MALLORY TRUST
WRITING COMPETITION

HEAD S’l‘lfl;llﬂi\il* LEADERS

2025 &d-'-‘iﬂ%

2025
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Brooklyn Jiavg (Year 11).

Shaveara Smook (Year 11)
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