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THAMES HIGH SCHOOL 1 PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Principal’s
Message

2025 has been a year marked by progress, purpose, and a strong sense of community spirit at Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga.
Across the kura, we have strengthened learning, deepened curriculum development, and celebrated the many achievements of
our rangatahi.

This year we finalised our Graduate Profile and Instructional Model, two important pieces of work that describe the
capabilities we want every learner to develop and the consistent, evidence-informed teaching practices that will support them.
These will be fully implemented in 2026, helping bring greater coherence and clarity to learning across Years 9-13. We are also
preparing for likely changes to national qualifications from 2028, ensuring students remain confident and well supported
through the shifts ahead. A major focus has also been preparing for the new curriculum (Te Mataiaho), which begdins to
become mandatory from 2026.

We have continued to strengthen the foundations of learning through our Literacy and Numeracy Frameworks, with targeted
work on reading, writing, vocabulary, and integrating numeracy across the curriculum. This mahi will have long-term benefits
for student confidence and achievement.

Our focus on NCEA suecess continues to build momentum. Through targeted support, mentoring, and clearer learning
pathways, students have been better equipped to navigate the year.

The dedication of staff, and support of parents and whanau, are valued, and make a huge difference in the lives of taiohi.

The Ka Ora Ka Ako / Food in Schools Programme has remained an important contributor to student wellbeing. While it may
not always meet everyone’s preferences, we see daily how it enables students to participate, focus, and feel cared for—an
expression of manaakitanga that reflects the heart of our kura.

This year also brought leadership transitions. We farewelled Penny Keet, whose many years of service as Deputy Principal
leave a legacy of care and high expectations. We warmly welcomed Gareth Wright, bringing calm leadership, thoughtful
judgement, and a strong commitment to student success and staff wellbeing.

Sport has continued to flourish, with growth in participation, improving results, and a strengthening of school spirit. Our
involvement in Active As, along with committed coaches, managers, and the generosity of parent and community volunteers,

has enriched opportunities for students. Sport at THS thrives because of this collective effort.

Visitors and whanau consistently comment on how warm, respectful, and grounded our students are—qualities that shine at
powhiri, mihi whakatau, cultural events, and in everyday interactions.

We remain deeply committed to giving effeet to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Thanks to our School Board, for its unwavering support
of this kaupapa.

As we close the year, we offer a fond au revoir to the Class of 2025. Whether you read this edition of The Haurakian now or
in years to come, may it remind you of the friendships, challenges overcome, and shared moments that make Thames High
School a place to cherish.

Kia kotahi ai te piki ake. Kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata.

Nga Manaakitanga

Michael Hart
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POWHIRI

Powhiri 2025

Thames High School Welcomes New Faces
and Reconnects with Alumni Or “Once part
of the Thames High School Whanau, always
part of the whanau!” :)

Thames High School has kicked off 2025
with warm welcomes for new students,
staff, and an invitation for past students to
reconnect.

This year’s powhiri provided the perfect
setting to introduce the incoming Year 9
ropd, new students across year levels, and
17 international students from Japan,
Cambodia, and Germany. The school also
welcomes four new teachers: Mr. Anukar
Kumar (Biology) and Mr. Rinal Prasad
(Mathematics) from Fiji, Mr. Ravenesh Nand
(Mathematics) from Morrinsville, and Mr.
Michael Kim (Outdoor Education) from HPC,
who will also serve as Kaiawhina/Dean for
Year 9 and 10 students.

We were fortunate to have our mana
whenua, Ngati Maru, represented by
Johnson (Reha) Watene and

Matua Wati Ngamane, who led karakia
(blessings) and whaikorero (speeches) to
formally welcome our newcomers. Many
thanks also to Matua Wayne Whitney, who
spoke on behalf of the manuhiri (visitors),
who are now tangata whenua following this

welcome and to Board Chairperson
Reverend Brendon for blessing the
additional kakahu (cloaks) for newly

Leaders and

appointed Deputy Student
Manukura Méori Leaders.
-Exerpt from Valley Profile Article
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New faces and alumm reconnect at THS

mes High School has
kicked off 2025 with warm
welcomes for new students,
staff, and an invitation for past
students to reconnect.

This year’s powhiri provided
the perfect setting to introduce
the incoming Year g ropt, new
students across year levels, and
17 international students from
Japan, Cambodia, and Ger-
many.

The school also welcomes
four new teachers: Anukar
Kumar in biology, and Rinal
Prasad in mathematics from
Fiji, Ravenesh Nand in math-
ematics from Morrinsville,
and Michael Kim in outdoor
education from Hauraki Plains
College, who will also serve as
Kaiawhina/Dean for Year 9
and 10 students.

We were fortunate to have
our mana whenua, Ngiti Maru,
represented by Johnson (Reha)
Watene and Matua Wati Nga-
mane, who led karakia (bless-
ings) and whaikorero (speech-
es) to formally welcome our
newcomers. Many thanks also
to Matua Wayne Whitney, who
spoke on behalf of the manuhi-
ri (visitors), who are now tan-
gata whenua following this
welcome and to board chair-
person Reverend Brendon for
blessing the additional kakahu

(cloaks) for newly appointed
Deputy Student Leaders and
Manukura Miori Leaders.

In the spirit of reconnection,
Thames High School is launch-
ing an alumni network to unite
past and present students.

This initiative aims to foster
mentorship, share experiences,
and provide opportunities for

]
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A Thames HE'I School powhiri to welcome new staff and students to the school community.

former students to give back.

To mark this initiative, an
alumni barbecue will be held
on April 6, 2025, featuring a
school tour and talks from cur-
rent student leaders.

Former students are encour-
aged to attend, share memo-
ries, and see the school's latest
developments. With Thames

- ” ﬂ
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High School’s 150th anniversa-
ry approaching in 2030, gath-
ering alumni contacts now will
ensure an engaged community
for this significant milestone.

Thames High looks forward
to strengthening connections
across generations, building a
lasting sense of belonging.

If you are interested in at-

Photo: SUPPLIED

tending or being part of the
committee please email chris-
tinesutton@thameshigh-
school.nz for a registration
form, or visit our website
where you can register online.
There will be a small cost to
cover the lunch.
- Supplied by Thames High
School
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Welcome | Farewell

=
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Michelle Fry Brendon Baverstock [§
(Teacher Aid) = (Physical Education)

—

Jennifer Baylosis ' Alicia Costello .
(Technology) (Sports Coordinator)

1 k‘
|
J i
i
| ‘(

{ 4 ':7' / N 1 =
Sadly Sonia passed away suddenly in Term 2. =
It was a shock to our community and though | =
her time with us at THS was brief, she made Gareth Wriéht A
a meaningful impact in her role, and we PR
wish to acknowledge and honour her Deputy Pr1n01pal —
contribution. ' Check out Gareth’s Welcome

Sonia Paton (Gateway Coordinator)  on page 27

Frances Crooymans <=
(Accounts & Payrol) < ARA

i S
Ewan Grant-Mackie §
(Science) o

Ruth Howes
(Librarian)

Check out Ewan’s farewell Check out Ruths Farewell

Lara Battson Mrs Mubashara Akhtar on page 81 on page 80
(Gateway Coordinator) (Mathematics) N

%

Penny Keet ' N
Deputy Principal f,
¥ . i

—

Mr. Michael Kim Mr. Anukar Kumar (Biology)
(Outdoor Education) from Fiji.

Check out Penny’s farewell
on page 25

Kiryn Curnow
(Science) See page 46
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| am your Manakura Maori for 2025, This year my goal is to
represent Te Ao Maor proudly inour kura and to support all of youl
This year | work alongside my girls, Lawron and Romie to organise
and prepare events such as Matariki Celebratlon, Te Wiki O Te
Reo Maori and hopefully morel

lalsowork alongside Izzy and Harris, our head boy and girl, to hetp
them with their roles and the responsibilities that come with them.
My advice for High School Is you are only here once, we will never
get another chance to relive these moments, thay are finite. So take
a5 many opportunities as you can!

Kia Ora,
Ko Harris Elliot-Hogg
toku ingoa.

Kia ora!
Ko Isabella
toku ingoa.

Being onae of your Head Student Leaders this year means a graat
deal to me. My goals, this year, anes to make a change in our kuia, to
make people feal wealcome, and | want people ta be able 10 express
themsalves in their own way.

This year | will be overseaing all the events that are happening and
will be helping out where | can. | enjoy Immearsing myself in Te ao
Maor and love participating In our Kapa Haka ropu which | have
been leading our boys for the past 3 years. My dream Is to teach
and make a differenca for tha Maori community in our country.

If you ever want to talk to me about something or want to maka
suggestions on things to do in our kura you can most ikely find me

in the Wharanul.
. ), T
=

As one of the Head Student Leaders, my job is to help oversee
other Student Leaders and reprasent our Kura at different forums.

I parsonatly help run the student council and ball commities.
Thames High School has been really great at making sure | find
opportunities n the community to cater to my hobbies and

passlons such as music, Te Ao Maori and academics.

Mext year | plan on studying physics or performing arts at

The University of Otago.

My advice for high school is to take every opportunity that comes
your way even if it seems scary,

You may find out more about yourself and what you're capable of.
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SENIOR STUDENT LEADERS

Hello,
my name is
= Troy Costello

Alongside Kayla Speed, | have the honour of being Deputy Head
Student to the Junior school for 2025.

Our role this year s to support the Hesd Leaders and the
Ilzadership team, as well as strangthen the connection balween
sanior and Junlor students by crasting more opportunities for fun
and engagement within the school.

| am passionate about sponts and the outdoors. and | love spanding
time in nature.

My goal this year as Junior Deputy Head Boy Is to contribute fo
making tha school a more enjoyable and inclusive piace, white
growing leadership In tha junior school,

Kia ora,
I'm Abbey
> Mobberley

Y

J
f R L

1 am oneof your Deputy Head Student Leadars this yaar,
Alongside Austin Court 'we are focused on the senlor school for
2025, Our goals are to enhance and grow the bond betweean the
Jurdor amd sanior school
| anjoy playing spons and. trving new things and | have a strong
commitment to academic excellence and personsl growth,
| belleve | iead by exampie, encouraging others to reach their full

potentkal both on tha court and Inthe class room;

Whather organising events, representing students, or working
alongsida staff. | am always ready to contribote; Inspire, and make &
difference.

Hil'm
Kayla Speed!

v

I'am grateful 1o be one of the Deputy Head Student Leaders for
2025, This year | will be working alongside my fellow student leader
Troy, where we will be working closely with the Junior school and
starting up a Junior Leadership Team.

We want 1o encourage the students 1o take avery opporunity they
et get'out of their comfon 20nes and make the mest ofevanything.
Lam & peopie person who loves 1aking on a good challenge, | spend
most of my time, danging, volunteering, and working with peopla,

My goal for the. future Is to pursue a carser In Medicine-Pediatrics,
whara | can make a meaningful impact In people’s lives by providing
care and support.

Hi,
my name is
Austin Court

Y

Along side Abbey Mobberley, | have the role of being

Deputy Head Student Leader for 2025:

Together our responsibilities are 1o help support the Head Leaders.
the lesdership team and also 10 help improva the link between
saniorand junior students by giving the opportunity for more fun n
school.

lam very sporty and love the outdoors spanding time a1 the bottom
of the ocean to the top of the mountalns. My goal this year, as a
Deputy Head Student, is 10 make the school a more anjoyable
place and help support my fellow student leaders,
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Kia Ora,
Ko Romie

nd kaupapa
Te Ao Maorl is

orl studen

includes advocating for Mé
8 5 Matariki and Te Wiki o

supporting kaupapa M VENTS S
? ff and whanau to

te Reo Maori and working
engthen cultural icenti

Hello, my
name is
Annabelle

| am your Service & Environment Student Leader lor 2025
alongside Brooklyn,

In this rale, my goal is to create meaninglul opportunities for all
students to get involved in community volunteering. with a special
focus on environmeantal Initiatives. Through the Student Volunteer

Army—a platform where students can eam badges by completing
service tasks—! aim to expand our membership and integrate
enviranmental sfforts Info every volunteer activity throughout the

year,
1 enjoy working and spending time with my friends.

Looking ahead, | plan to study & Bachelor of Commarce at
Victoria University, in order 1o begin a career in marketing.

Kia Ora,
ko Lawron
toku ingoa

025, | am an outgoing and approachable individual
eager to meet new peopls and build rneﬂnlngful

1o share my

gatahi to feel

proud to be

culture. | will
atariki and Te Wiki O Te Reo Maori,

i gest this year, and | am exclted

@ helping and organising with will be the upcoming

ineg 1o be the
hey turn out!

Suostei,
khnhom

chhmoh
Brooklyn
Jiang

Hi I'm Brooklyn and | am your Service + Environment Student
Leader for 2025|

My passion since | was a i kid has been technology and
geience, and In my free time, | volunteer at the Seagull Centre,
repairing and testing technology donated.

As the Student Volunteer Army Leader, | want to promote and

<2/

encourage volunteering among my classmates. Not only will this
give them work experience, but it will also make our school more
Integrated with our community,

After | graduate from Thamas High school | want to study at
Auckland University, to get my Engineering Degree.
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SENIOR STUDENT LEADERS

Kia Ora,
my name is
Neka Woolf

Together with Eylul Tosun, | will be ene of the Ars & Culture
Student Leaders for 2025

This year we will be responsible for many differant events such as
the annual Intemational Food Festival our Phatography
Competition and a Heritage Day that we hope start this year as well

as helping with Matariki.

In my spare tima I'm passionate about Dance, Horse-riding, sport
and anything to do with the ocean. | love Kapa Haka and baing
invatved with many school clubs and commitiees.

In the future | hope to do something in the performing arts and or
something to fuel my love of the ocean and travel.

Herkese
Merhaba,
ben Eylul

| -am honoured to be your Arts & Cultursl Student Leader for
20251 | am Turkish with Kurdish arigin, which gives me a unique
perspective oncultural diversity.

| want to encourage every student to showcase their skills as | am
convinced that our different backgrounds and differences as

human beings makes us stronger and brings us together as &
community.

| will run a food festival, photography competition, cultural
recognition days and help our with Matariki Celebrations.

Wa welcome new international students every year and | intend to
make them feel welcomed and encourage them to participata in
the activities we run at the school.
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SENIOR STUDENT LEADERS

Hi,
my name is
Taylor

Menzies

| am Head of House for Dorrington in 2025,

Along with the other House Leaders, | am honored to presant and
lead Darington House through what promises to be an exciting
year ahead,

My gosl Is o Inspire spirt and encourage evaryone to reach their
full potential. | believe with detarmination we can bring back our
house spirit and rally us to be the loudest, proudest and most
cheerful we've ever baen.

Togesther let's bring back our cheer and show everyone what it
truly means to be the best.

jouse Student Leaders.
‘Il helping to org
attles, Spirit 3
courage av

upporting the

g things with my
uld like to be able

il

Kia ora,
my name is

Abbygail
Patterson %

| am Head of House for Adams in 2025,
Along with the other House Leaders, | will be helping support the
Sport: Lesders and planning events. such 85 Swimming Spors,
Athletics Day, Spirit Week, House Battles and other events
throughout the yesr.

| am very optimistic minded and love getting outdoors, exploring
new places and trying new things. Taking opportunities is very

important to-me as it will always benefit in some way. | am involved
in both sport and church communities outside of school and 1am
always willing to help and suppont when it is needed.

| want to kesp my mind open to any oppartunities or unexpected
paths that may reveal themselves.
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Kia ora!
My name is
Isayah

‘mproud to be & Spons Leader at Thames High Schaol.

Spoit has always played a big role In my Iife; and I'm passionate
about using It to bring people together, bulld confidence, and.
creale a strong sense of school spirit. In my role, | help organise:
sports events, support school teams, and encourage students 1o
get involved, stay active, and have fun. | work closely with my
fellow |eaders, Calleigh and Ffin, and together we aim to make
sport al Thames High inclusive, exciting and rewarding for
averyone. Whether it's on the field, court, or sidelines; I'm always
kean to help others give their bestand enjoy averything sport has
1w offer,

Hi,
my name is
Ffin Owen

| am thrilled to be working alongside Caileigh Poipol and Isayah
Boyd in promoting sports and getting more studants Invalved in
-physical activities.

With a deep passion for sports and a strong belief in their power o
bring people together, | am eager to Inspire students to get active,

build skills, and embrace tha fun of being part of 8 team.
Togsthar with Calleigh and Isayah, 1 am focused on creating an

Hey, I'm
Calleigh
Poipoi

| am one of the Sport Student Leaders for 2025,

ey job is to halp run school sponting events, such as Athletics Day,
and encourage students to participala. | am a captain for my Touch
and Netball teams and | play Rugby. | am very dedicated to sports
In and outside of school. | balieve that sport provides many

diffarant leamning: opportunities and helps to teach real [ife skills.
These is so much to benafit from sports. and thare is a huge varlaty
that Thames High School provides for students ta choosa from.

| am looking to study Sports and Human Parformance next year at
The University of Walkato,

inclusive and exclting environment where every student fests
encouraged to participate and discover the joy of sports.

Whether it's through team-building: events, skill workshops, or
-gimply having fun, | am excited to.help students find their passion
for all sports.
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Hello my
nameis
Milla

wyer %

Hi,

lam

Tahliah
McCaskill %
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By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

mdershlp isan :m;ﬁm riant part

It is scmcthmg the school en-
courages students to do in many
f” including a new junior lead-
rogramme, a head Ma-
nukur.l Adori student lEdder,and
a new peer support initiative.
Student senior leaders noti
there was a missed opportunity
for junior students who came
from leadership roles in primary
school, but had to wait until years

12 and 13 before they could carry

out responsibilities as leaders.
Deputy head students and sen-
ior student leadership team mem-
bers Troy Costello, 17, and Kayla
Speed, 17, told The Profile
ﬁ:mlp of senior leaders created
unior leadership team known
asManulmraTema made upof16
year g and 10 students,
ey are here to help the senior
leaders with whatever needs to be
done, ang them responsibilities
and a leadership role to step up to
their time as Manukura
Tema
All the Manukura Teina were
paired up with the senior leaders,
and throughout woll
communicate and offer help to
the senior leaders with whatever
needed to be done, they said.
“We want to help them build
confidence in themselves and in
ing in front of people, get them
of their comfort zones, and try
new things.
“These could be our future sen-
ior leaders of the school, and by

Isla W old
(Year 10)

h

being able to mentor them, they
get to learn so much from us an
our mistakes.
Du:semcrleadmﬁet to inspire
the younger students,” they said.

Another leader at the school
was head Manukura Maori (Maori
leader) for 2025 Ora Wiki.

Ora wanted her peers to know
her as someone who was ap-
proachable and there to support
all students in her position as Ma-
nukura Maori - “that is my job and
why I am passionate about being a
leader”.

Her goals for the year were to

ﬁl'i"dan Tin’r_f_:
(Year 9):

Chloe Bergersen!
(Year 10)

Deputy head studentl(a\rla Speed, centre, with some of ﬂ'le]unmr Ieadershlp team mernbers

“ereate a safe place for our Maon
students to confide in when they
have any issues, but to also em-
power Te Ao Maori and our Maori
students in the kura”,

One way Ora was ableto develop
her leadership was by attending a
leadership camp at Wharekawa

last month, organised by
Wh'mgaman School and Thames

%cre she learned how other
student leader teams operated to
ereate events for their students,
how to speak confidently in public,
and also to prioritise looking after

Ava M&arter

It‘;\ven Kingi
| (Year 10)

SUPPLIED
oneself, she said.

But the things Ora said she
looked for in a t leader were
indness, empathy and strength

Her advice for others who want-

to become leaders was to never
be afraid to step up and out of their
comfort zone, she said.

Another way students were in-
vited to step up was through a new
initiative being set up called He
Taringa Whakarongo, A Listen-
ing Ear - which was a network of
students interested in supporting
each other.

Staff member in charge counsel-

lor Kylie Finch said more than 20
year 10-13 students wrote applica-
tions to be considered for tEe role
of tuakana.

"I‘uaknn;t—teina is a .\1a'|ri)l|'i
concept of support. Historica
the m’;tkana wggoan older, murg
hlo\-v!ed%eable famll} member

that would impart knowledge to
the teina (younger person),” she

"11113.58 days the tuakana (more
knowled, a:agle person) does not
need to be older, can be a peer,
but has more knowledge in some

The role for tuakana was to be a
listening ear for students wanting
to talk to someone around their
own age, Kylie said.

“Anyone at school or in the
school community can refer a
student they think might benefit
from a listening ear. Students can
refer themselves also.”

One student said they wanted to
be considered for the role because
“it makes me feel good” to help
others.

“To be a tuakana for He Tarin-

Wh ngo would be a great
opportunity for me to make con-
nections wi ers, and to make
others feel heard, respected, and
to have someone that they can
trust,” they said.

But the main outcome Ky-
lie hoped would come from the
initiative was for students to feel
cared about, to feel supported at
school and in the community and
to “know their wellbeing is impor-
tant to us”.

' Maia ‘iney

(Year 10) =

(}(ear 10)+
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. B -
Yearl3 Camp
On Wednesday 19 February, Year 13s
embarked on a two nights and three day
camp at Tapapakanga Regional Park.
During the time at camp, we split off into
four separate groups, and in our teams, we
had to work together to det through
whatever challenges were thrown at us.
While working on these activities, we were
challenged on our teamwork and
perseverance skills. Still, by the end of it,
everyone got more comfortable and closer
with one another, which was reflected in
the results of each task.
A highlight of camp was seeing how every
group was able to work well together and
be so creative. An example of this would be
our wearable arts project where each team
had to create an outfit for one member of
the group to model using only toilet paper.
The creations that were made truly showed
what putting different-minded people
together could achieve!
At camp we were well fed and well looked
after. Being in such a communal space
allowed for deeper connections between all
of us and the teachers.
Overall, it was an incredible experience
which everyone should do!
-Student Leader Pavelyn Rous
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Sea Kayaking:
Whangamata

This is what our Outdoor Education
Programme is all about! Our students
successfully demonstrated their sea
kayaking skills as part of their Unit
Standard 19428 — Demonstrate sea kayaking
skills on coastal water.

From Whangamata Beach, students met
expert external providers who guided them
on an unforgettable kayaking excursion to
Whenuakura Island! They paddled in double
sea kayaks, putting their skills to the test
in a real coastal environment.

What an incredible hands-on learning
experience!

-Facebook Post

“MINO0G WIOY PUR AN~

OEDS River Crossings at Karangahake Gorge.
Students had to demonstrate two river
crossings and pack a float in moving water.

MO0, JUIO( PUR 1)L w3

Caving:
leau Caves at walkaretu 10 April 2025
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Whitewater Rafting
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International = e s s

® Whangamata have been an absolute blast (or
t d t splash!) for our German students!

S u e n S e nJ Oy Thanks to International Director, Pauline, for

S f L driving them out every Thursday evening.

HRIMINO0G WIOF PUR 1ANLMEAF ~ FHMIN00G] WIOF PUR 1aJLMAr ~ o HIMIN00G] WIOY PUR 1aJLMAr ~ FHMIN00G] WIOY PUR 1JLMAF S~

Pauline and Justina hosted a brunch BBQ to
GOOdb es say thank you to our host families and to
y present some certificates to those that leave
9 this term. It was a great morning of
8 BB Q S connection.

Thank you to their host families for taking
such gdreat care of them.
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° ® . On Tuesday 18 February, our Level 1 Art Hauraki, and completed two sketch pages
Trl to Matal (Year 11) students had an amazing school art for their Achievement Standard 1.2
trip to Matai Wheti Marae. Thanks very Assessment (Produce resolved artwork
"o much to Ngati Maru for hosting us, and appropriate to established art making
RN; he tu Mar ae sharing your rich matauranga (knowledge) conventions). We think they produced some
with wus. Students learned about the amazing work!
carvings in the Meeting House, Te Rama 0

Mk ) ﬁ 4

Ld RS

¢S
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> N =
Trl to We have also taken the same
p group to the School of Mines and
had a great couple of hours
SChOOl finding out about the history of
Thames, our mining heritage, the
good and the not so good people
O who helped make the town and e
° where bone china actually comes Ye ar 9 Portralts
from (you really DO NOT want to
Mines =

First, they drew each other with their
wrong hands / did speed drawings / didn't
look at their drawings while they were
actually drawing them and then they
explored mixed media, mark making and
finally paint.

We also looked at the work of the artist Zio
Ziegler to incorporate his use of patterning.
Quite a journey!

PININOOL] JUIOf PUR 1ML - PIUNNO0C JUIOf PUR IUMIAr T~ ~
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WHANAU BBQ

Leadership
Weekend

On Thursday 20 March and Friday 21 March our
Head Student Leaders—Ora Wiki, Izzy Fitzsimons,
and Harris Elliot-Hogg—had the amazing
opportunity to attend an overnight Leadership
Workshop at Wharekawa Lodge.

Over the course of two days, they took part in a
variety of activities and presentations designed
to strengthen their leadership abilities, build
meaningful connections, and support personal
growth. The workshop also focused on
developing regional networks and capacities,
equipping students with the tools to represent
our community with confidence and pride.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped
make this experience possible. It was truly
inspiring to see our young leaders step up,
engage, and grow! AR T
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“Head Leaders presented with Kakahu
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On Wednesday 5 March, we had the pleasure of
hosting the Meet the Ropu Kaitiaki BBQ, an event
that provided a wonderful opportunity to
connect with the parents of our Year 9 students.
It was fantastic to meet so many of you and
share in the excitement of the new school year.
The evening began with a short tour of the Ropa
o Kaitiaki classrooms, where parents were able to
meet the Kaitiaki and have any questions
answered. The Kaitiaki also took the time to
explain their important role in supporting
students throughout the year, giving families a
deeper understanding of how we work together
to support their taiohi.
Following the tour, the evening continued with a
BBQ where parents, students, and staff came
together to enjoy good food and great company.
Our Student Leaders played a key role in the
evening, helping to serve and entertain guests,
which made the event even more special.

FMUMIOOCT O PUR 1L~
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DEBATING / PHOTOGRAPHY
& CREATIVE WRITING

Photography
Compeftition

Well done to Eliza Carter, who won First Prize in
the Thames High School Photography

Debating
Team

On Sunday, 16 March, two Thames High School
debating teams took part in the Bay of Plenty
Regional Debating Championships, showcasing
their quick thinking, teamwork, and persuasive
skills.

Our teams:

Senior Team: Immanuel Huwald,
Yamamoto, and Shannara Smook
Junior Team: Luca Yamamoto, Felix Milner, Oscar
Zhang, and Alex Atril

The first round featured a prepared topic, giving
teams 30 minutes to strategise. In the following
rounds, topics were announced moments before
the debates began, testing students’ ability to
think on their feet under pressure.

Competition and the Second Prize Winner;
Marilyn Simon Joseph. Both students won
vouchers and a block of chocolate! Well Done !

Lorenzo

MO0 IO PUR 121U

Eliza Carter
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Results:

Junior Team: 1 win

Senior Team: 2 wins — a fantastic result against
strong competition

Just as the day was wrapping up, Immanuel
Huwald was selected to debate in the finals. He
went on to be named Most Promising Speaker
and was offered a place in the Bay of Plenty
Development Squad—a remarkable achievement!
A special thank you goes to Immanuel and
Lorenzo for their leadership in preparing the
teams, running practices, and keeping the
debating culture strong at Thames High School.
Let me know if you'd like a version tailored for
younger students or a more formal tone.

FHUNINOOC MIOL PUR IALMAT ~ =

homeless and 1solated.

Last Tuesday, an earthquake
struck, only 50 km southeast of
Ruatoria, striking Tolaga bay
hardest. It scored a massive 7.9
on the Richter scale. Much
damage was done, keeping
emergency services from

assisting the devastated
residents. The town’s homes

T v A
and shops were damaged or

even destroyed, and many

The badly damaged general=store
aftershocks caused roads to be l i J J

Recovery efforts

undrivable. Locals are leading The new port, set to bring in

most of the rescue efforts. much-needed income to the
town, was catastrophically
damaged. The project leader,

Dave Keane, told us, “We’ve

The local businesses were badly
struck. Some shops collapsed
and Large amounts of their

. . decided to discontinue the
stocks will be ruined. Great

project, both because of lack of
budget and ecological issues. It
was recently brought to my

losses are expected, and locals
are fearing they won’t be able to

Massive Earthquake strikes!

Tolaga bay in ruins after Tuesday’s earthquake, leaving reside

led by the locals. They also
have the support of the army,
and fortunately there have been
no known deaths. Many were
injured, and they were
helicoptered out to Waikato
hospital on Wednesday. The
navy have sent a frigate to

- 4

under stop-go from Monday.
. They have advised people tc
cancel or postpone trips, as long
wait times are to be expected.

Many locals have chosen to
stay behind, having to take care
of livestock and deciding tc
help their devastated
neighbours. The town mayor,
George Meyers, tells us:
“Everyone supported everyone.
It was a really hard time. We
only got through it because of
everyone’s generosity and
kindness.”

Despite the damage, this is also
a story of how, when times are
hard, people can be resourceful,
kind, and strong.

Esther Bullock Year 9

continue. The owner of the evacuate people to Gisborne, as
general store, Mere Te Ariki, eyes that the port was going to the roads are yet to be clear.
informs us; “I was already damage the ocean’s ~ Waka Kotahi have informed us
struggling, and now... I might environment. We’ll try to be  that they are estimating that the

have to sell. The future isn’t more conscious of these issues

looking good for our town.” in the future.”

roads will be clear by
wednesday next week, possibly

More articles on page 55
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House Activities / Athleties

The House Activities Day / Athletics was held on Wednesday 26 February.
All who participated and earned house points made a great effort. Congratulations to HOULT for Winning overall HOUSE
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19 SPORTS: HOUSE ACTIVITIES DAY

House Activities / Athletics Results

From the Sports Leaders:

"Athletics day 2025 was a huge hit!

We had a great turnout of students and plenty
participating in multiple competitions. There
were some amazing efforts from students this
year who were involved in competitive events,
as well as plenty who were getting involved to
earn house points.

There was great enerdgy and a lot of house

teachers rallying behind their own teams, and
cheering during the house relay. It was also
great to see teachers detting involved and
competing against the Year 13’s.

It was a very exciting day in the sun and a fun
way to stay active. Thank you to all the
teachers who helped run events as well as the
students who helped set up and pack up."

spirit, which was shown during the house
chants. It was great to see students and

Congratulations to our senior age group champs:

SENIOR BOY
TRACK CHAMP- FFIN OWEN 46 POINTS
TRACK RUNNER UP - AUSTIN COURT 40 POINTS
FIELD CHAMP - KIVA CLEARWATER 34 POINTS
FIELD RUNNER UP - MATTHEW WILSON 25 POINTS

OVERALL SENIOR BOY ATHLETICS CHAMPION - AUSTIN COURT 68 POINTS
OVERALL SENIOR BOY ATHLETICS RUNNER UP - FFIN OWEN 66 POINTS

-

Austin Court

SENIOR GIRL
TRACK CHAMP - JESS RENDALL 40 POINTS
TRACK RUNNER UP - ELLIE JOHNSTON 32 POINTS
FIELD CHAMP - ELLIE JOHNSTON 44 POINTS
FIELD RUNNER UP - LAWRON WAITE 20 POINTS

Ellie Johnston 4
OVERALL SENIOR GIRL ATHLETICS RUNNER UP - JESS RENDALL 56 POINTS - ~

OVERALL SENIOR GIRL ATHLETICS CHAMPION - ELLIE JOHNSTON 76 POINTS

Congratulations to our intermediate age group champs:

INTERMEDIATE BOY
TRACK CHAMP- JACK MCLAREN 32 POINTS
TRACK RUNNER UP - LUCA YAMAMOTO - 31 POINTS
FIELD CHAMP . ISAYAH BOYD 50 POINTS
FIELD RUNNER UP - WALTER WIKI 36 POINTS

OVERALL INTERMEDIATE BOY ATHLETICS CHAMPION - ISAYAH BOYD 78 POINTS
OVERALL INTERMEDIATE BOY ATHLETICS RUNNER UP - WALTER WIKI 60 POINTS

INTERMEDIATE GIRL
TRACK CHAMP - GRACIE MILLER / MAIA WHITNEY 20 POINTS
FIELD CHAMP - ALZORA TAYLOR 50 POINTS
FIELD RUNNER - MAIA WHITNEY 24 POINTS

Alzora Taylor OVERALL INTERMEDIATE CIRL ATHLETICS CHAMPION - ALZORA TAYLOR 57 POINTS

Isayah Boyd
~ OVERALL INTERMEDIATE GIRL ATHLETICS RUNNER UP - MAIA WHITNEY 44 POINTS

Congratulations to our junior age group champs:

JUNIOR BOY
TRACK CHAMP- JAI BRADLEY 34 POINTS
TRACK RUNNER UP - ARCHIE STOVE / THAMENEN KONG 28 POINTS
FIELD CHAMP - ARCHIE STOVE 36 POINTS
FIELD RUNNER UP - FYNN PAKI 28 POINTS

OVERALL JUNIOR BOY ATHLETICS CHAMPION - ARCHIE STOVE 64 POINTS
OVERALL JUNIOR BOY ATHLETICS RUNNER UP - FYNN PAKI 46 POINTS

JUNIOR GIRL
TRACK CHAMP - OLIVIA KENNY 22 POINTS
TRACK RUNNER UP - LUCIE MILLER 18 POINTS
FIELD CHAMP - SOPHIA HAAKMA 21 POINTS
FIELD RUNNER - CHLOE BERGERSEN 16 POINTS

OVERALL JUNIOR GIRL ATHLETICS CHAMPION - OLIVIA KENNY 36 POINTS
OVERALL JUNIOR GIRL ATHLETICS RUNNER UP - SOPHIA HAAKMA 24 POINTS

Archie Stove

Olivia Kenny 1
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TV Athletics: WAI/BOP SECONDARY SCHOOLS

ATHLETIC
A RECOI’d_ CHAMPS 2025 - RESULTS

JUNIOR GIRLS
Olivia Kenny - 13th 300m
Sapphire Ross - 13th Long Jump
JUNIOR BOYS
Archie Stove - 10th 200m, 7th Triple Jump

42 students, two or more events each — our Jason Prak - 6th 300m, Sth Triple Jump
Jaxon Inch - 12th Long Jump

bigdest crew yet at the Thames Valley Athletics

Champs in Paeroa. INTERMEDIATE GIRLS

20 students placed Top Ty earning their spot at Alzora Taylor - 7th High Jump, 10th Javelin, 8th Discus
he WaiBOP Champs at Porritt Stadium. An T ERM e

the al p 111 Luca Yamamoto - 10th 3000m, 12th 1500m
outstanding achievement — ka mau te wehi! Jack Mclaren - 12th 800m , 13th 1500m

Lincoln Donaldson - 13th 400m
Walter Wiki - 11th Long Jump
Isayah Boyd - 1st Triple Jump

WA”BOP SECONDARY SCH OOI—S éﬁ:l_?oRhilsilc;i - 1st Triple Jump, 5th High Jump
ATHLETIC Jess Rendall - 6th 100m, 9th High Jump
CHAMPS 2025 - RESULTS SENIOR BOYS

Ellie Johnston 1st SNR Girls Triple Jump - 10.19m Austin Court - 3rd 800m
Austin Cour 00m Ffin Owen - 14th 200m, 7th 400m

Isayah Boyd 1st INT Boy Jmp - 12.39m Lorenzo Yamamoto - 6th 3000m

"SAUNIN00G IO PUR 1)LMAE -~ n
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North Island
s SUCCESS oS, |
gy Ellie & Isayah

Student leaders Ellie Johnston (Yearl3) and Isayah Boyd (Year 12) flew the Thames flag high at
the North Island Secondary Schools Athletic Champs in Hamilton.

7 Isayah Boyd - 2nd in Intermediate Boys Triple Jump (PB: 12.40m)

¥ Ellie Johnston - 3rd in Senior Girls Triple Jump, 4th in Long Jump

FMIIMNOOC YIO[ PUR LA~
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Swimming Carnival

The Swimming Carnival was an amazing day on
Friday 14 February!

From house spirit and teamwork across year
levels to staying active, making new friends, and
even having a little fun at the teachers' expense
—it was a day full of energdy, connection, and
friendly competition!

From our Sports Leaders:

"This year's swimming carnival was an
amazing day for house spirit and teamwork.
We held many different exciting races with
plenty of participation across all year groups.
It was awesome to see everyone competing and
staying active as well as the friendly rivalries
between each house.

Many students were making positive

connections and having some fun which is SENIOR BOY CHAMPION - AUSTIN COURT
always great to see. As well as the teachers vs SENIOR BOY RUNNER UP - LORENZO YAMAMOTO
Year 13's Race which got a few laughs.

Thank you so much to Tess and the PE SENIOR GIRL CHAMPION - LEXI ROHRLACH

department for your help in making a SENIOR GIRL RUNNER UP - HONOKA OKAWA

'"
memorable day for all students! INTERMEDIATE BOY CHAMPION - LUCA YAMAMOTO

.. ol S : o INTERMEDIATE BOY RUNNER UP - NIL

INTERMEDIATE GIRL CHAMPION - MAIA WHITNEY
INTERMEDIATE GIRL RUNNER UP - CARLOTTA SCHMIDT

JUNIOR BOY CHAMPION - NATE WHITNEY
JUNIOR BOY RUNNER UP - TOBY DRYDEN

JUNIOR GIRL CHAMPION - CHLOE BERGERSEN
JUNIOR GIRL RUNNER UP - NIL
= L 66 POINTS 4
GIRL RUNNER UP - HONOKA oMAWA 2 POINTS
RL 3RD PLACE - CAROLIN HAENDLE & 40 POINT
\
Gl  RUNNERUP € ARLOTTA SCHMIDT
E GIR! _

# onsd

SENIOR
SENIOR
|ﬂTERMED|hT

March 12: TV Swimming Champs hosted by
Thames High. A big thank-you to Thames
Swimming Club and Centennial Pool staff.

Ora Wiki, Ollie Stove (injured)

LEL surt,Lorenzo Yam

RECORD BREAKING
SWIMMER
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Touch Dominance

Thames High Shines on the Touch Field

Thames Valley Ul6 Mixed Touch

Bronze Medal Breakthrough! In early
February, three of our rising stars—Walter
Wiki (Year 12), Archie Stove (Year 10), and
Tyron Baker (Year 10)—represented Thames
Valley in the Ul6 Mixed Touch Team at the New
Zealand Youth Nationals. After a weekend of
fierce competition, the team came away with a
stellar 3rd place finish.

FAUNIOOC] WIOf PUR tajLMsar ~
“So proud of these three lads for stepping up
and shining on the national stage!”
- Tess Watts

Senior Mixed Team Victory

Back-to-Back Champs! + Gold Coast Bound

On 6 March, our Senior Mixed 1 team made
history, clinching back-to-back championships
at Thames Valley!

They dominated the pools, holding four clean
sheets and battled Matamata in a 3v3 drop-off
for the win.

Special thanks to coach Alex Morrison—the
mastermind behind the magic!

Next stop: GOLD COAST, for an international
tournament this October!

Team Roster:

Ffin Owen, Caileigh Poipoi, Harley Harris,
Takaimo Waite, Tate Leathem, Lawron Waite,
Walter Wiki, Carson Fletcher, Taylor Menzies,
Chloe Paynter, Archie Stove, Isayah Boyd, Ora
Wiki, Ollie Stove (injured)

Other Sporting Standouts

Ffin Owen

Shaun Johnson Shield Rep

This Year 11 leader continues to impress, again
named to the Shaun Johnson Rugby League
Shield Team. Keep an eye on this rising star!

Thames Valley U21 Touch Champs

Strength, Speed, and Skill!

Shout out to Taylor Menzies (Year 13), Caileigh
Poipoi (Year 13), Ffin Owen (Ylear 2), Walter
Wiki (Year 11), and Harley Harris (Year 3) who
battled it out at Bruce Pullman Park at the U21
National Champs! The squad showed grit
through tough matchups.

Ffin Owen

MO0 WIOf PUR 1jUMar ~ n
Every sprint, every pass, every try—our U2l

reps made us proud!
BJJ Brilliance: Matthew Wilson

Silver medalist at the NZ Summer Slam in the

under 76kg men’s division—while being the
lightest and youngest in his bracket! Well
done, Matthew!

TV TOUCH 2025: We Brought the Heat!

Six Teams. Sixty-five Students. One Big WIN.

A full-force effort at the Thames Valley Touch
Tournament saw Thames High entering 6
teams across Junior Girls, Junior Boys, and
Senior Mixed grades.

Junior Boys 1 reached the semi-finals in a
thrilling drop-off!

Junior Girls brought spirit and growth—many
playing their first competitive match!

Senior Mixed 1 2025 CHAMPIONS once again!

Matthew Wilson

FHUNIN00C JWIOf PUR ILMMr =
Cheering from the sidelines, reffing games,
and showing manaakitanga—our players were
more than athletes.
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SPORT SPOTLIGHT

Fond
Farewell

Thames High farewells our much-loved
Teacher in Charge of Sport, Carolyn Green,
after four incredible years. Carolyn heads
across the Tasman to new adventures in
Australia. Thank you, Carolyn — your legacy
will ride alongside every Thames athlete.

P00 WIOL PUR IUAtar - -

Mountain
Biking
Brilliance
at Te Miro

In early March, 11 riders represented Thames
High at the Waikato MTB XC Race at Te Miro.
With climbs, grit, and Grade 2 trails, our team
impressed on every lap.

¥ Jack MeLaren (Year 11) rode into 7th overall,
and

¥ Blake MecLaren (Year 10) wasn’t far behind
in 10th place.

Special thanks to Chris Harrison and Lisa
Barnett for training support and Debbie
McLaren for help on the day. The team’s now
hooked and eyeing up their next challenge.

XC WBOP MTB RESULTS
U15 Boys
10th - Blake McLaren
19th - Nate Whitney

33rd - Luke De La Rive Box Harrison
34th - Toby Dryden
36th - Sirius Wilcox
38th - Billy Beaton

Ul7 Boys
7th - Jack MclLaren
22nd - Chris Kilian

30th - Ryan West
33rd - Daniel Burchell
34th - Blaze Houghton

Sporting Success:

Jack MecLaren (Year 11) has rocketed into the
spotlight, taking 1st place Ul7 and 2nd overall
at the Whangamatd Blackrock Enduro MTB
event — his third ever race. An epic effort!

Special thanks to
Chris Harrison,
who has been
supporting our
mountain  biking
team. We are very
lucky to have such
amazing
community
support!

i

Senior Boys
BBall 3v3

Our Senior Boys Basketball team gave their all
at the Thames Valley 3x3 Tournament in Te
Aroha. With fierce competition, the team of
Cole Muir (Year 11), Takalia Turner (Year 11),
Carson Fletcher (Year 11), and Brandon Berger
(Year 11) showed passion and hustle
throughout the day.

Jack McLaren

AIINIIO0G IO PUR LLAIE -~ n

Tennis Aces
Shine at
Waihi Beach

The beach turned on a beautiful day for the
Thames Valley Secondary School Tennis
Championships.

There was a lardge turnout, which meant the
format had to be adjusted to finish close to
the 3 pm time frame, which had its challenges
- thanks to Waihi College as hosts for making
the best of the situation.

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga sent over two
van loads of players, which gained us as a
Kura second place, only by 5 points behind the
winners, a great achievement by our players.
Jodie Louden (Year 11) won the Intermediate
Girls, Student Leader Annabelle Hutchinson -
Wong (Year 13) & Brooke Muir (Year 13)
defended their Senior Doubles title.
International Student Greta Burba (Year 12)
was Runner Up in Senior Girls, Fynn
Paki(Year 9) was Runner Up in Junior Boys to
a national player and Student Leaders Austin
Court (Year 13) & Troy Costello (Year 13)
where Runners Up in Senior Boys Doubles.

All our other players had some wins and close
losses, which showed our manaakitanga from
our Kura.

- From Shannon Paki

P00 WO PUR IUAar =
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Active As

The Year 9 Creative Arts and Physical classes
brought energy to life with movement-based
art and water fitness.

Students used photography, glow sticks, and
create art

long-exposure techniques to
inspired by action and teamwork.

I -

THESE IMAGES
CELEBRATE
MOVEMENT

PARTICIPATIO
N SHOWING
THE POSITIVE
ENERGY THAT
SURROUNDS
SPORTS OR
“BALL PLAY”
AND
WORKING AS
A TEAM.

Meanwhile, the Active As PE students gave
Water Aerobics a do, thanks to the crew at
Thames Centennial Pool. Staying fit, learning
new skills — and splashing along the way.

CAPTURING
MOVEMENT
THROUGH
PHOTOGRAPHY

AND %

Active As Environment

- By Ric Balfour

Term One kicked off as the second year of our
Active As programme with the students
getting familiar with the Karaka stream, the
context of the catchment in relation to the
Coromandel Rangdes, Thames township and
Tikapa Moana.

Exploring the stream above the Redwood Lane
Bridge and then walking downstream through
the flood control channel is a highlight. It
turns out that very few students have had a
chance to do this. Finding the tide a little
higher than normal, the mud a little thicker
certainly sent some students out of their
comfort zone, but they survived.

The next phase was gdetting stuck into the
macroinvertebrate survey, using the “kick
sample” method and ice tray sorting by taxa.
Students learnt that each species has a score
that can be translated into a stream health
indicator. Temperature, stream flow and
turbidity were additional indicators measured
for stream health assessment.

Weeding last year’s planting and this year’s
new planting area complemented the rubbish
clean-up effort the students put into both
sides of the Karaka.

As an additional activity in the school
olidays, Byron helped Ric take down an
invasive tree species — Acacia — from the side
Oof*the stream, which helped stop the spread
of future seeds. Little acacia seedlings were
the most common weed pulled out of the
streambanks.

nan invasive
pcacia

Exploring the stream above
the Redwood Lane Bridge

using the “kick sample”

te survey,
ebrate and ice trgy sorting b

method
Y taxg

_‘_‘_‘_H_‘__'_‘_"'—-—-_._

macroinvert
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FAREWELL TO MRS KEET

A Heartfelt Goodbye from Mrs. Keet

Departing Deputy Principal Penny Keet shared
an emotional farewell with the Thames High
School community. Reflecting on her years at
the school, she thanked staff, students, and
whanau for their warmth, humour, and shared
commitment to education.

Farewell from Penny - A Message to the
Thames High School Community

Kia ora koutou,

When I was told the school planned to
farewell me, I imagined it would be a quick
clap, a wave, and I'd quietly disappear into the
sunset. But, as many of you know, I'm not one
to walk away without sharing a story or two.
So here I am - reflecting on my time at
Thames High School and the incredible
community I've been privileged to be part of.
Writing this has not been easy. Every time I
sat down to put my thoughts together, I was
overwhelmed with emotion. There’s just so
much to say — so many memories, SO many
people, and so many moments that have left a
mark on my heart.

This kura is full of energy, opportunity, and
spirit. From leadership roles, work experience,
kapa haka, and countless sports teams, to the
arts, debating, chess, and adventures like
Outward Bound and Duke of Edinburgh -
Thames High School is alive with activity.
There’s so much to celebrate, I wouldn't know
where to start, or where to stop.

A special mihi to our 2025 Year 13 students — I
still remember you as fresh-faced Year 9s

P0G JUIOL PUR LMY~

when I arrived. Watching you grow has been a
joy. But truly, I am proud of all our students.
Every one of you brings something special to
our kura.

This kura is full of enerdy, opportunity, and
spirit. From leadership roles, work experience,
kapa haka, and countless sports teams, to the
arts, debating, chess, and adventures like
Outward Bound and Duke of Edinburgh -
Thames High School is alive with activity.
There’s so much to celebrate, I wouldn't know
where to start, or where to stop.

A special mihi to our 2025 Year 13 students - I
still remember you as fresh-faced Year 9s
when I arrived. Watching you grow has been a
joy. But truly, I am proud of all our students.
Every one of you brings something special to
our kura.

Our staff - what a remarkable bunch. From
Mr. Slaney’s legendary dad jokes, to Ms.
Fletcher’s boundless energy; from our hard-
working cleaners and the comforting bear
hugs from Paul the caretaker, to the infinite
patience of the Student Support Office team -
every day at Thames High School has been
filled with warmth, laughter, and dedication.
I've worked in ten schools across the world,
but landing here in Thames has felt like
coming home. When I first saw the school
sign, something inside me clicked - a little
piece of my heart has been here ever since.
And it will stay.

One of our students recently asked me, “What
do you want - as a gift?” It was a big question,
and after thinking deeply about it, I realised
that there are eight things I'd love as parting
gifts:
1.Be happy - Fill your life with laughter,
purpose, and good friends.
2.Challenge yourself - Always strive to be
the best version of you.
3.Be successful - Give your best
everything you do.
4.Be kind - To everyone you meet, and even
those you haven't. The more love you dive,
the more you receive.
5.Be good - Let your actions and intentions
reflect goodness.
6.Be healthy - Get outside, move your body,
and take care of yourself.
7.Choose good people - Surround yourself
with friends who lift you up and have your
back.
8.Believe in yourself - Mistakes are part of
life. Learn, grow, and always know that you
can do it.
These are the best difts you could give me -
not things, but ways of being that will carry
you forward into life.
I will miss you all deeply and thank you for
the memories, the laughs, and the aroha.
Thames High School will always hold a special
place in my heart.
Nga mihi nui, Penny
NGO reira, téna koutou, téna koutou, téna koutou
katoa.

in
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Monday, 28 April—we were privileged to be part of the powhiri for Penny Keet as Principal at Rangitikei College in Marton. Many thanks to our
senior leaders, staff, and Ropd Kapa Haka who represented us with distinction and pride. We were all comforted knowing that our taonga
(treasure), Penny, is going to be well cared for, and we made some valuable connections.

Here are some photos of the day
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WELCOME MR WRIGHT

1th
Powhiri
The Thames High School community gathered
in a moving powhiri to officially welcome our
new Deputy Principal, Mr Gareth Wright, who
has now begun his journey with us. The
occasion was marked by warmth, respect, and
a strong sense of unity.
In his kérero, Mr Wright made three heartfelt
commitments that left a lasting impression on
all present. He pledged to prioritise the well- trialhio
being and success of our students, to support seces
staff in their continued professional growth,
and to uphold and embody the core values of
our kura in every aspect of his role.
His words struck a chord, signalling a
promising new chapter in leadership and a

deep commitment to the kaupapa of our
school.

U MAL,
HAERE MAl

We are thrilled Yo announce the appointment of
Gareth Wright as our new Tumuakl Tvarva |
Deputy Principal at Te Kura Tuarva o Te
Kouoeranga | Thames High Schoal.
With 18 years of ien

Gareth k& dedice
and inclusive 5

supported and heard
Gareth ks deeply committed fo student success,
believing that educaofion extends beyond the
classroom., His leadership experence | des
roles ai Housemaster, Heod of Department,
ior School Dean, and Hostel Manager. He

o buted 1o-schoal e through

i burgh prograrmme,
mmittees

el in duathi nd
i othletes fo nationol

tor and athlete, Garath

Exciting Announcement
- New Tumuaki Tuarua / Deputy Principal

Garath is looking
and becoming part of the school community,
As he puts it

) forward to joining our kurg

"Téna koutou kaloa, I Is with great excitement
and humility thal | infroduce myself as the new
Deputy Principal of this vibrent kura whanau. My
leadership appreach is inspired by the
whokatauki, "Mahia te mahi hel painga mo te
iwl," which means "Work for the betterment of
the people.” | am dedicaled fo creating o kura
where every Gkonga (student) and kaiake
({teacher) can fourish, and where we all work
together in a spirit of whanaungatanga
{relationship) te bulld a strong, Inclusive
community. | look forward fo walking alongside
you all, supparting one another, and ensuring
that we continue to grow and succeed as a
hapori.”

Gareth will officially join us on Monday, 19 Moy,
QN w ook farwarnd to walcoming him (o our
school community.

Mau mai, haere mail
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28 ANZAC

Student
Leaders
Honour
the Fallen
at ANZAC
Parade

Thames High School’'s Student Leadership
Team stood proudly at this year’s ANZAC
Parade, representing our kura with dignity and
respect as they paid tribute to former
students who served in World War I and
World War II.

A special moment came as Head Students Ora
Wiki and Harris Elliot-Hogg delivered moving
and eloquent speeches, capturing the spirit of
remembrance and service. Their korero
resonated strongly with those in attendance,
with many members of the community

sharing their appreciation for the maturity
and thoughtfulness shown.
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Harris Elliot-Hogg’s Speech:

- Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou katoa.

Ka maumahara tonu-tatou ki a ratou - we will 'remember them. ;

- We all guther here today because of what they did.

110 years ago today, the first soldiers of the Australian and New Zealand Army landed on
the shores of Gallipoli—New Zealand’s first engagement in World War L It was a day of
confusion, camaraderie, wauenng aoumge. and-ummagmable hormr
Today, we honour those soldlers who lost their lives for our country.,

We honour the nurses and medical aides who were killed in mlhtary actwn
We honour those who came back, changed by the experiences and su_ﬂ"enng they endured.
Every ANZAC Day—ﬁ'om the greatest memorial to the simplest speech spoken in a backyard
—is.a commemoration of the ﬁu' too many names whose stories ended on a memorial

.

‘plaque.

h%

Today is a day for learning their stories. It is a day for remembering the fillen and for
acknowledging those who are still serving our country. Today is a day to remember every
name that was once familiar—fices of our loved ones who may have never returned home
—and to remember one of the greatest sacrifices our men and women made: to serve and
protect our country. Because of their bmuery, we can lwe ina world knowmg they made a
difference. :

Y, ¥

I stand before you all today wearing these medals in honour of my close family members
who earned and received them for ﬁghting and helping our nation in World War II.
Andrew Tartie McGregor, a relative of mine, fought in the 28th Mdori Battalion.

He landed on the beaches of Gallipoli and miraculously returned home two years after the
war had ended. I also wear the medals of my great-gmndjbther,_ who went to war not to-
kill but to help—so they gave him the job of being a truck driver, carrying either soldiers or
the supplies they needed. I owe everything to these men in-my family who fought—who left

~

- behind everything and everyone they loved to serve the ANZACS. ' -

We as a country owe everything to the men who served—the boys as young as 4 who went :
to war not knowing whether they would ever return home.

To our fallen veterans, and to those who stand with us today: kia ora.

Thank you for what you have done. ;

To those veterans who are still with us, and to those who passed on the battleﬁelds—you
are all heroes to us. AR i
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WAITANGI TRIP

J our;negy Brings

h

Learning to Life

A group of Thames High School students
recently embarked on an unforgettable
learning journey through Te Tai Tokerau
(Northland), designed to support and enrich
their studies in History, Geography, and Te
Reo Maori. The trip immersed students in
real-world contexts, offering first-hand
experiences at some of Aotearoa’s most
significant historical and cultural sites.

From the outset, the purpose of the trip was
clear: to bring classroom learning to life.
Students conducted research in situ, practiced
Te Reo Méori in meaningful settings, and
engaged deeply with Aotearoa’s past and
physical landscape.

History and Geography in the Field

Students explored Northland’s natural and
human history through observation and
guided learning. Coastal features, vegetation,
and patterns of land use became vivid tools
for understanding gdeographical processes,
while visits to early settlement sites added a
tangible dimension to historical learning.

Te Reo Maori in Action

Throughout the trip, students were
encouraged to engage with Te Reo Maori in
context—using and hearing the language in
culturally significant spaces. This
strengthened their confidence and connection
to the language in an authentic, living
environment.

Ruapekapeka Pa

A highlight was the visit to Ruapekapeka, one
of the most strategically significant pa sites of
the Northern Wars. Guided by Wiley, a trustee
of the site, students gained insight into Maori
resistance and the innovative defences used
during the conflict. The site left a lasting
impression on all who visited.
Waitangi Treaty Grounds

Students experienced a powerful guided tour
of the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, including the
museum, Busby’s house, the wharenui, and
the  historic flagstaff. This experience
deepened their understanding of the Treaty of
Waitangi and its enduring impact on our
nation.

Living History in Russell and Kerikeri
Exploring Paihia, Kororareka (Russell),
Flagstaff Hill, Kerikeri’s Stone Store, Mission

Station, and Kororipo Pa allowed students to
connect with New Zealand’s colonial past in a
direct and meaningful way.

Trip Reflections

Teacher Jen Fletcher shared updates along
the way:

“Lots of driving in crazy traffic, but we made
it. A beautiful powhiri and a stunning marae
welcome made this place feel like home. We
met some of the amazing people from Whaea
Ra’s life and reconnected with others. The
students studied in the evenings, showing
real dedication despite busy days.”

The final day included a moving farewell to
their Northland hosts and one last stop at
Ruapekapeka.

“The ingenuity of the people of Ruapekapeka

was incredible—something to be admired,”
Fletcher noted.
This trip left students not only with a deeper
academic understanding but also with a
stronger cultural connection to Aotearoa. It
was a journey of learning, reflection, and
discovery that won’t soon be forgotten.
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CROSS COUNTRY

Fun, Fitness & Fierce Compet1t1on

The annual Thames High School Cross Country
event was a lively affair, held during the final
period of the school day. Students had the
option to either take part in the competitive
race or enjoy a relaxed house fun run - and
plenty chose to do both with great spirit and
energy.

Congratulations to all our 2025 Cross Country
Champions! From seasoned runners to
enthusiastic first-timers, it was fantastic to
see such wide participation. Special
recognition goes to the following standout
athletes who claimed top honours in their
categories:

Senior Champions

Boys: Austin Court (Champion), Matthew
Wilson (Runner-Up)

Girls: dJess Rendall (Champion), Milla Sawyer
(Runner-Up)

Intermediate Champions

Boys: Jack MecLaren (Champion), Blaze
Houghton (Runner-Up)

Girls: Zara Chamberlain (Champion), Carlotta
Sehmidt (Runner-Up)

Junior Champions

Boys: Jai Bradley (Champion), Luke De La Rive
Box (Runner-Up)

Girls: Sharleigha Burton (Champion), Olivia
Lamont (Runner-Up)

And of course, what would cross country be
without house pride? The house points were
hard fought, with Rudman storming ahead to
claim victory on 276 points, followed by Hoult
(208), Dorrington (148), and Adams (56).

An afternoon of muddy shoes, high fives, and
house chants - cross country 2025 was one to
remember!
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MUSIC MENTORSHIP: MAZBOU Q

Hip-Hop Mentor Hits the Right
Notes with Music Students

Renowned Artist Mazbou Q Inspires Creativity
and Confidence During Two-Day Workshop.

The sound of creativity echoed through the
music department this term as students were
treated to an unforgettable learning
experience with none other than NZ Music
Commission Mentor Mazbou Q. Over two jam-
packed days, the acclaimed hip-hop artist,
producer, and educator worked closely with
senior Music classes and selected Year 10
students in a series of engaging workshops.

With a focus on digital audio workstations
(DAWS), music production, rapping,
composition, and DJing, Mazbou Q brought
both expertise and infectious enerdy to the
classroom. Drawing on his diverse musical
background—spanning classical, heavy metal,
and West African Highlife—Mazbou Q
introduced students to the complex layers of
hip-hop artistry, blending musicality with
powerful social commentary.

Not only is Mazbou Q a standout performer in
the Aotearoa hip-hop scene, but he has also
delivered workshops at prestigious
institutions such as Harvard University,

Berklee College of Music, and New York
University. Our students were fortunate to tap
into the wisdom of an international talent
with deep roots in Igbo-Nigerian culture and a
global vision.

One highlight was the collaborative
composition of an original rap song, which
students created and produced together. The
piece, which integrates technical production
skills, will contribute towards their NCEA
assessments—a truly authentic learning
experience.

Dr Voice reflected on the impact of the visit:
“It was wonderful to see students who are
usually quiet come out of their shells. Mazbou
Q’s presence helped them feel confident and
creative.”

From the recording booth to the beat drops,
every moment was packed with inspiration. A
massive thanks to Mazbou Q for not only
sharing his knowledge, but also sparking
passion in the next gdeneration of Kiwi
musicians.

To learn more about his work, check out
Mazbou Q online or follow him on Instagram.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Rockin’ out at the Civic with Thames MAD musical

School of Rock

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

e Thames Civic Centre was
rocking out on May 17, as
Thames Music and Drama took
the stage for the opening night of
its rock musical School of Rock.

Set in a prestigious fictional
school called Horace Green,
the musical follows the story of
Dewey Finn, a down-and-out
rock guitarist. Dewey is strapped
for cash and lies his way into a
substitute teaching position -
where he turns order on its head,
bonds with his students through
]n}usia and finds new purpose in
ife.

The slacker-turned-educator
was Ela}-*ed by Ruth Germon, and
she brought an excitable charm
to the role. It's a tough task to
keep up the rock-star energy for
two full hours, but Ruth’s Dewey
didn’t lose pace as she belted out
number after number. Initially
loud and brash, she let Dewey’s
softer side shine through almost
immediately as the character
brought each student out of
their shell, finding that spark of
talent within each and helping
them shine.

And boy, did they shine!
School of Rock might be about
Dewey, but the show’s appeal
lies in the youthful, energetic,
and talented children’s ensem-
ble. Thames Music and Drama
has done a fantastic job here

Ruth Germon as Dewey.

with their classroom casting.

Each student’s personality was
on-point, from Billy the wan-
nabe-fashionista to Summer the
strait-laced, bossy teacher’s pet.
Tomika, played by Lena Rum-
ble, was a particularly high point
of the show, busting out some
impressive vocals at the begin-
ning of the second act.

But it was the band members
- bassist Cody, played by Elijah
Lester; drummer Freddy Ham-
ilton, played by Alzora Taylor;
keyboardist Lauren, played by
Chloe Bergersen; and lead gui-
tarist Zack Mooneyham, played
by Sophia Haakma - who really
stole the show.

The quartet played their in-
struments live throughout the
show, and pulled off some im-
pressive vocals to boot. As Dew-
ey's new bandmates, their final
performance at the Battle of the
Bands was fun, energetic, and
wouldn't have been out of place
at a real rock concert.

The cast was rounded out by

THS + THAMES MUSIC & DRAMA

May 20, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 09

It was the talented students who really stole the show.

a bevy of adults, who played the
parents, teachers, and Dewey’s
roommates. These roles were
solidly in the “supporting role”
category, and through no fault
of their own, the adult-centric
scenes at the beginning of the
show felt a little staid - their por-
tions of the plot serving mainl

to establish backstory and p-usﬁ
Dewey and the students togeth-
er. However, it gave the rebel-
lious band something to push
back against, and provided a nice

counterpoint to the chaotic and
over-the-top energy of the back
half of the show.

The adults had their chance
to shine later on, with a well-
portraised contrast between
their ambitions and their chil-
dren’s feelings in the poignant “If
Only You Would Listen”, and in
Ned’s eventual breakdown as he
learned to stand up for himself.

Rosalie’s transition from stick-
in-the-mud principal to sup-
portive co-conspirator was also

Photos: SUPPLIED

a sweet touch, helping dispel the
last of the disapproval as every-
body finally learned to embrace
their inner rock.

Overall, the show was loads
of fun with some fun surprises
sprinkled in. No deep, profound

eatre here: just g laughs,

rockin’ music, and a thoroughly
entertaining evening,
DETAILS: Thames Music and Dra-
ma’s School of Rock. May 17-24 at
the Thames Civic Centre. See www.
thamesmad.co for details.
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Kumara

Harvest at
Te Kura o Te
Kauaeranga

On Tuesday 6 May, a group of tauira
(students) from Thames High School lent
a hand at Thames South School with
their hauhake (kumara harvest)!

The kumara - six different varieties! -
were grown from seed by the primary
students, nurtured into seedlings, and
finally harvested with care.

Thames High School students, along
with Manukura Maori Leaders Ora Wiki
and Lawron Waite, had an awesome time
pulling, digding, and collecting many
kilograms of kumara.

As a thank you, our students were
treated to a delicious, freshly made
lunch by the team at Thames South. Ka
pai!

Matariki
Celebration

Thank you to everyone who joined us
on Thursday to celebrate Matariki. It
was a day filled with kotahitanga -
unity - and we loved seeing our g
student-led activities enjoyed by taiohi, |}
whénau, kaumatua, tamariki and
rangatahi. What a privilede to come
together as a community!
Unfortunately, our hangi didn’t cook as
expected. It was lifted 30 minutes
before serving time, and our amazing
staff, board members, students, and
whanau did all they could to finish the
kai using BBQs, ovens, and stove tops.
While it wasn’t what we had hoped,
many meals were able to be served -
cooked with aroha and care.

We're also grateful our reduced school
lunch order helped ensure many were
fed. Extra kai was shared with local
whénau and a church gdroup -
continuing the spirit of manaakitanga.
Our hangi team started at 4.30am and
put so much into the day. We truly
appreciate their dedication. We regret
any disappointment caused.

Ngad manaakitanga o Matariki ki a
koutou katoa - may the blessings of
Matariki be with you and your whanau.
-Michael Hart / Principal
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Great Gatsby

On Saturday 7 June, our senior students
stepped back in time for the 2025 Senior Ball,
elegantly themed The Great Gatsby. The
evening was filled with glamour, fun, and
unforgettable memories.

A huge thank you to everyone who helped
make the night such a success:

TCA Fitness Club for denerously lending
tables

Make Your Day Events for their beautiful
decorations

Thames Music & Drama Tech Crew for expert
lighting and sound

Shadow Productions NZ and One of a Kind
Photography for capturing the magic

A special shout-out to our Ball Committee—you
did an amazing job pulling it all together!

What

Congratulations to our award winners:
BALL QUEEN: STORM RATIMA
BALL KING: HARLEY HARRIS
PRINCESS: ABBYGAIL PATTERSON
PRINCE: TAYO ELUSANMI b
CUTEST COUPLES: BOSTON SAVAGE & CAILEIGH POIPOI, LAWRON WAITE & DYLAN BLOOR
BEST DRESSED: MUSA NDLOVU
BEST SUIT: KYZAIAH TIMOTHY-CORRY
CUTEST COUPLES: BOSTON SAVAGE & CAILEIGH POIPOI, LAWRON WAITE & DYLAN CAMERO
BEST DRESSED: TAYLOR MENZIES
BEST SUIT: KYZAIAH TIMOTHY-CORRY
BEST HEELS: MUSA NDLOVU
BEST TIE: KIVA CLEARWATER
BEST DRESSED TEACHER: MR WRIGHT W
BEST RIDE: PALARRY ROUS & CO. - THEY TURNED UP WITH A COUCH AND A DISCO BALL!

a spectacular night—thank you to

everyone who helped make it so special!
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SPORT SPOTLIGHT

Winter Sports in Full Swmg

Thames High School has hit the ground
running this winter with an impressive line-
up of teams. This season we are proudly
fielding:

¢ 2 x 6-aside Hockey teams

e 1x ll-aside Hockey team

e 2 x Senior Girls Volleyball teams

¢ 3 x Football teams

¢ 3 x Rugby teams

¢ 5 x Netball teams

¢ 5 x Basketball teams

Behind every whistle, sub, and sideline cheer
stands our incredible group of volunteer
coaches and managers. A heartfelt thank you
to all who give their time and energy—our
athletes couldn’t do it without you. Parents
and caregivers, your support with transport
continues to make a huge difference too.

Big Win for
Mr Harrison

Thames  High School extends warm
congratulations to Head of PE, David “Harry”
Harrison, on his appointment as Head Coach
of the New Zealand Heartland XV Rughby Team.
An outstanding achievement, and one that
makes us very proud.
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Squash Court

Victories

From Sport Leader Austin Court. (You must
commend him for his "artistic flair")

Felix {Milner Year 10}, the academic weapon,
who studied the art of squash for years,
enters his first tournament and dominates the
court of Division 3, taking second place.

Jep {Donaldson Year 12}, the coastal surfer,
carves up the opposition in the ocean and the
court, winning the title for Division 2.

Ellie {Johnston Year 13}, the gymnast, gives
squash a go and plays in Division 3, running
circles around her opponents.

Troy {Costello Year 13}, the dgym rat,
progressively overloads the opposition with
pressure and continues to benchpress after
coming second in Division 2.

Cameron Killian

Boxing
Bro’s Shine

Cameron Killian (Year 13) and Chris Killian
(Year 10) fought bravely at the North Island
Golden Gloves Championships in Tauranga.
Cameron powered through to the finals,
securing 2nd place overall. Both brothers train
tirelessly with the Never Surrender Boxing
Club—proof of where hard work leads.

League Honour for Ffin Owen

Sports Student Leader Ffin Owen (Year 12)
proudly represented Counties Manukau Maori
Ul7s at the Aotearoa Maori League Nationals in
pai,

Rotorua. Ka Ffin—an  excellent

achievement!

FHILIIRO0G O] PUR taUMsar -~

Basketball
Reps Impress

Over King’s Birthday weekend, Thames High
players stepped up at the Mid North Island
Basketball Champs in Tauranga.

Ul8 Boys reached the semi-finals. Players:
Carson Fletcher (Year 11), Obe Fraser (Yearll),
Cole Muir (Year 11), Tyler Smith (Year 10).

Ule Girls showed great skill and teamwork.
Players: Pearl Newton (Year 9), Dimple Martin
(Year 11), Bella MecCulloch (Year 11), Lukka
McCulloch (Year 11), Simrat Kaur (Year 10).
Well done to all our basketball stars!
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SPORT SPOTLIGHT

Active As:
Virtual
Reality

As part of our Active As programme, Thames
High School has just purchased 20 Virtual
Reality headsets to help det students moving
in new and exciting ways!

Active As is all about encouraging physical
activity to support mental and emotional
wellbeing. These VR headsets are a game-
changer—especially for students who might
feel shy or lack confidence in traditional
sports settings.

With VR, students can experience moving
their bodies in a fun, safe, and non-
intimidating environment!

g ;’“ :

Checkmate at
Chess Chamr
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On June 4, Thames High proudly hosted the
Hauraki Plains Regional Chess Tournament.
Thirty-eight students from nine schools
competed in a day full of strategy and
sportsmanship.
Our Thames High team placed top senior team,
with standout individual results:
Alex Atrill (Year 9) - 6 points, Top Senior
Player
Jay Majurey (Year 13) - 5.5 points
Kim Ju Taing (Year 11) - 5.5 points
Immanuel Huwald (Year 12) - 5 points
Byron Johnson (Year 9) - 4 points
Cleo Challis (Year 10) - 3.5 points
The team now advances to the National Teams
Final in October, while Alex, Jay, and Kim Ju
will also compete individually in the
Champions Trophy.

E "
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Year 13 PE & Elevate Students in Action!

The Year 13 PE students, along with Year 12
and 13 Elevate students, took part in a full-day
assessment at the Ngaruawahia Christian
Youth Camp in Hamilton.

They worked hard to complete Achievement
Standard 91501, demonstrating leadership,
teamwork, and physical skill in an outdoor
setting.

A special shoutout to Matthew Wilson, who
came 2nd overall, and our Sports Leader,
Austin Court, who placed 4th overall -
outstanding achievements!
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SPORT SPOTLIGHT

Making a
Splash at
Waikato
Champs

Thames High School’'s swim squad made
waves at the Waikato Secondary School
Swimming Championships, finishing 1ith
overall out of 22 schools.

The team:

Lexi Rhorlach (Year 13)

Nova Sawyer (Year 11)

Maia Whitney (Year 10)

Lorenzo Yamamoto (Year 13)

Lueca Yamamoto (Year 10)

Austin Court (Year 13)

Top results:

Lorenzo Yamamoto — 3rd place, 50m Butterfly
Maia Whitney - 2nd place, 50m Backstroke
Congratulations to all six swimmers for
representing Thames with pride!
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Rugby Pathway for Archie Stove

Congratulations to Archie Stove, who has been
selected for the Thames Valley Ul4 Boys Squad.
Archie will be travelling to Taupo during the

holidays—an exciting step forward in his _' i

rugby journey.
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Battling the Rain at Boulton Cup

Our Open A Netball Team faced off in the
annual Boulton Cup tournament at Matamata
Netball Centre—despite torrential rain.
Results: 1 win, 2 losses, 1 draw.

More  importantly, the  tournament
strengthened team combinations and boosted
the confidence of younger players as they
prepare for the upcoming UNISS tournament.

MO0 WOF PUR 13 UM T~

Referees Step Up

Not only do Thames High students play, but
they also help make games happen.

Carson Fletcher (Year 11), Tyler Smith (Year
10), and Eli O’Neil (Year 10) all refereed at the
Chiefs Primary Schools Tackle 5s Tournament
in Rotorua this week. Their professionalism
and leadership were praised throughout the
day.

Rock Climbing at Panmure Extreme Edge on
Wednesday 18 June.
The OED3 students did really well with their
assessments and represented Thames High
School beautifully.
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GRATITUDE & FAREWELLS

Principal’s
Message:
The Giit of
Gratitude

As a staff, we began the week by sharing
something we are grateful for—big or small.
While there are always challenges and things
that can weigh us down, taking a few minutes
to reflect on even two or three things we're
thankful for can help shift our perspective.

At the end of our briefing, our Tumuaki
Tuarua, Mr Gareth Wright, laid down a wero
(challenge) for us all—to share a gratitude with
someone. It might be something they’ve done,
or simply appreciating the kind of person they
are—for instance, someone who always brings
cheer.

Gratitude is a gift: lovely to receive, even more
meaningful to give.

A whakatauki (Maori proverb) that speaks to
this is:

"E iti noa ana, na te aroha." - Although it is
small, it is given with love.

Manawatia a Matariki

This time of year, we pause to acknowledge
and celebrate the Maori New Year, marked by
the rising of the Matariki star cluster in the
eastern winter sky. In Hauraki, we are guided
by the words of Korohere Ngapo (from Xo
Matariki ki Hauraki), who reminds us:

Matariki is strongly linked to the rivers, seas,
mountains, forests and gardens. It is an
important time to uphold our traditional
practices, farewell our loved ones, and
welcome the dawn of the new Méori year.

It is a time for reflection, remembrance, and
looking to the future.

Farewell to

Shannon
Paki

Over the past two years, as part of the
Ministry of Education’s Te Hononga | Check
and Connect initiative, under for our Kahui

students in a genuine and meaningful way,
has been valued by staff, students, and
whanau alike.

At our recent School Assembly, Shannon was
honoured with a powerful haka led by our
students—a reflection of the deep respect and
appreciation he has earned. Shannon also
shared heartfelt words, leaving us inspired
and reminded of the importance of
connection, resilience, and leadership.

A whakatauki that reflects Shannon’s impact
18:

"Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa
takitini"

(My strength is not as an individual, but as
part of the collective.)

Shannon’s work has truly been about walking,
alongside others, lifting them wup, and
reminding us all that together we are;
stronger. His mahi has reflected our values of
manaakitanga, whanaungatanga, and
whakamana in particular.

in the future—as a parent, a supporter, and
who knows what else lies ahead!

Nga mihi nui, Shannon—thank you for
everything you have done for our students
and our kura.

Cur

We trust we’ll see Shannon back at our school

Farewell to
Alana
Salisbury

After 13 years of dedicated service at Thames
High School, we farewell and acknowledge
Alana Salisbury, who has been a valued
member of our Learning Support team. Alana
has worked part-time throughout her time
with us, providing support, care, and
encouragement to many students with
additional learning needs, including our ORS-
funded students. More recently, she has also

contributed to targeted literacy support,
helping students build their skills and
confidence.

Her decision to continue working well beyond
the typical retirement age reflects her passion
for education and her commitment to the
students she has supported over the years.
Alana's kindness, patience, and gentle manner
have made a lasting impact on those she has
worked with.

We thank Alana for her many years of service
and wish her all the very best for a happy and
well-deserved retirement.

Ngad mihi nui, Alana - you leave with our
gratitude and aroha.

ell to -
rs Kiryn ..
W nYyn

After a year of refreshment leave to support
her whanau, Kiryn has made the decision to
relocate to Auckland. We acknowledge with
deep gratitude her seventeen years of service
to Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga | Thames
High School.

Kiryn’s dedication to teaching Biology and
Science, her leadership in football, and her
contributions to school productions, the ball,
and wider school life have enriched the

experiences of countless taiohi.

Ako, Shannon Paki has worked alongside our
young people across our primary schools and
here at Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga |
Thames High School, making a lasting impact
on the lives of those he has supported.

Through his mahi, Shannon has helped many
students navigate challenges, build resilience,
and make successful transitions into high
school life. His approachable and supportive
manner, along with his ability to connect with

[ We also thank her sincerely
for her three years of
| service as the elected Staff
' Representative on the Board,
where her voice and
insights were highly valued.
As she moves on to new
. opportunities, we wish

Kiryn and her whanau every success and happiness.
Nga mihi nui
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:

BROOKLY JIANG

Rangatahi

Voices

Awards:
Brooklyn

Jiang

Brooklyn Jiang.

nominations.

Huge congratulations to Service & Welfare Student Leader

Brooklyn has been recognised at the Rangatahi Voices Awards,
hosted by Rangatahi Voices - a youth-led initiative supported by
the Waikato Regional Council. These awards celebrate young
leaders, creatives, and changemakers from across the region, and
Brooklyn truly stood out among a huge number of inspiring

We are so proud of Brooklyn's incredible mahi and the positive
impact he continues to make in our school and wider community.
The awards ceremony took place on 24 May 2025 at the Waikato

Regional Council in Hamilton.

Ka mau te wehi!

www.valleyprofile.co.nz
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Thames H1g changemaker wins award

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

rooklyn Jiang's motiva-

tion to take initiative came
from something he learned
this vear: “nothing will happen
unless you do something about
it".

The Thames High School
service and environment stu-
dent leader for 2025 told The
Praofile he saw a lot of young
people at his school who
showed initiative in what they
loved to do and was “inspired
by them"™.

The 16-year-old's ambitions
were to receive an excellence
endorsement in most of his
courses and in NCEA Level 2,
to be head boy next year and
study engineering at Auckland
University when he finished
school, he said.

“I want to develop either
sustainable modes of transport
or work at Rocket Lab.”

But in the meantime, the
year-12 student’s role as ser-
vice leader was something he
actioned as a student volun-
teer ambassador, where he
promoted and encouraged his
peers to volunteer in the com-
munity.

Brooklyn currently has more
than 450 hours of volunteer-
ing up his sleeve.

“I'm also an observer on the
Seagull Centre Trust, and I ob-
serve their monthly meetings

't
4
3
|
L

THS student Brooklyn Jiang and his family celebrate his Rangatahi Voices Award.

and give valuable feedback to
them.”

His work with the trust is
something that led him to snap
up an award for Community
Contribution at the Waikato
Youth Awards, hosted by a

youth-led initiative called Ran-
gatahi Voices on May 24 at the
Waikato Regional Council.
The awards recognise and
celebrate young creatives, lead-
ers and changemakers from
across the Waikato region.

Phote: SLUPPLIED

Brooklyn said it was really
hard to put into words what he
felt but “1 still can't believe it".

“It was because of my role as
a student volunteer ambassa-
dor and that I built a relation-
ship between my school and

the Seagull Centre with their
Natural Organic Waste Solu-
tions, or NOW for short.

“This is a trial to convert
food waste into protein-filled
animal feed by farming black
soldier fly larvae in a safe, hy-
gieniec manner.,”

Brooklyn said on the same
day they had a school meet-
ing on ways to minimise food
waste from schoaol, he went
to the Seagull Centre Trust
meeting and they discussed
the project and their need for
sources of food waste.

He said it was a productive
day because T put the puzzle
pieces together”.

The young leader said he
was persistent and liked to
be busy, so after he received
his Rangatahi Voices Award,
he was motivated to start up
Green Leaders - a small group
of students who aim to make
their school more sustainable.

“We brainstorm and propose
ideas to lower our carbon foot-
print. The big one was to in-
stall solar panels on our sehool
roof.”

Brooklyn said the group
submitted their ideas in an
application for the Zayed Sus-
tainability Prize, which is up
to USD$150,000, and will be
announced in October.

“My goal in this roleis to
make our school and our local
community a little greener.”

NZ Modern School of Music Awards:

Luca Yamamoto

Luca Yamamoto (Year 10) has done it again at

Ka rawe, Luca!

the NZ Modern School of Music Counties
Annual Competition!

He entered five guitar categories, winning
GOLD for “Pica Pica” (Own Choice) and “Guitar
Boogie” (Test Piece), and SILVER for “Distant
Memories” (Composition) and Sight Reading.

He also took home the Davis Cup Trophy for
top under-16 guitarist! Were lucky to have
Luca share his talents at many of our school
events — and he also did incredibly well in
this competition last year, too.


https://www.facebook.com/WaikatoRegion?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXQPsSXc0Drod7QVomIDDRxTkFcc0XeB5_MPOw8rK-OAFZGHsGhFfqcAxHyNIPufbz3ZtxuwGJOavZ4_pv_kFvWq2MVxeE_0CUsx0HHerY7nM5iCxtjj1hjX1Xbq_QrLknRnxXf7SDinf6T-Hq6iT44F2uw9WdSINU24ucZEyGPNeGG0k-PJr9CFhaXoPOg2v1ZnXNTNASoIl2Zk06Q3_rW&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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TERM 2 CONT.

Waikato Young Leaders Day

On Wednesday 25 June, nine of our Year 9
student leaders attended WYLD - Waikato
Young Leaders Day - a powerful event
designed to inspire and motivate emerging
leaders.

They heard from a range of amazing speakers
across education, arts, music, innovation, and
sport.

A special shoutout to our own senior leaders,
Izzy and Ora, who proudly represented Thames
High School as guest speakers, sharing their
own leadership journeys with the next

generation!

Careers Department Update

Twelve students have successfully completed
the learner driver course with Gavin from
Thames Driver Training. Thanks to the
generous support of the Thames Community
Centre and their sponsors, the course and
learner's licence test were fully funded for
students who have completed or will complete
15 hours of community service.

Well done to all involved!

Logan Murphy (Year 12) has been gdaining
great hands-on experience during his work
placement with Predator Free Hauraki. Over
the past few weeks, he’s been involved in
track cutting, wilding pine management, pest
control, and general bush work. It’s been an
awesome opportunity to get out in the field
and learn practical conservation skills.

Music Department Update

Dr Voice shared her beautiful collection of
taonga puoro (traditional Méori flutes) with a
group of Year 9 students and our friends from
Goldfields. It was fascinating to hear the
origin stories behind some of the instruments
and learn about their traditional uses. The
following day, students had a great time
creating their own in the Art Department -

A
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Auckland Writers Festival

On Wednesday 14 May, a large group of our
senior students spent the day at the Auckland
Writers Festival, where they heard kiwi and
international authors speak on a range of
topics, from Shakespeare to speculative fiction.
All of the authors spoke well and left us with
inspiring ideas.

AUCKLAND
WRITERS

Art Department Update

Our second term Year 9 students have been
using the artists John Pule and Zio Ziegler for
inspiration to make artwork about Taniwhas
and our whakapapa . We even looked at Paul
Gauguin's painting which roughly asks the 3
questions 'who are we, 'where do we come
from' and 'where are we going'.

Here's some work from Ms. Ferguson's Year 10
Art class

HIMIN00C WIO[ PUR LM~ ~
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In the first week back to Term 3, we were
privileged to welcome a group of university
students currently studying medicine and
health across Aotearoa. They spent time with
some of our enthusiastic learners, offering
valuable insights into what tertiary study in
these fields truly involves. It was an inspiring
and informative experience for everyone who
took part!

FUTURE HEALTH HEROES iN THE MAK

On Monday 28 July, and coincidentally Pyjama
Day at school, a group of our senior students
headed over to the Wintec Waikato Trades
Academy Open Day at the Kopu Campus. They
got stuck into hands-on activities across the
three courses offered on-site — and we were
especially impressed with some of the
braiding skills shown off in the hair and
beauty session!

The Waikato Trades Academy is open to Year 12
and 13 students and offers an awesome
opportunity to gain practical, real-world
experience in trades like building, engineering,
automotive, and hair & beauty — all while still
at school!

Students attend one day a week at a Wintec
campus, working toward NCEA Levels 2 and 3
and building a direct pathway into further
training, apprenticeships, or employment.

On Friday 25 July, two lucky students had the
awesome opportunity to visit Thames
Radiolody. Ashleigh from the radiology team
gave us an inspiring tour, shared insights into
careers in Radiolody, and even let the students
have a go with the X-ray machine!

We now have two very enthusiastic students
seriously considering this as a future career
path.

Nga mihi to Ashleigh and the team for

supporting our rangatahi — ko te hapori, ko
matau: our community, our strength.
KO TE HAPop;
HH'UN‘TY ovnk ko
rn

At the first Junior assembly of Term 3, a
group of exceptional students were recognised
with pins for their outstanding contributions
to the community—both within kura and out
in the wider world. We are incredibly proud of
the positive impact they’re making and the
way they continue to uplift others through
their actions and leadership.

Ka mau te wehi!

KO TE HAP

Four lucky students were selected to "embark”
on a Flight Attendant 2-day course last week,
where they stepped into the shoes of a flight
attendant and learnt about the airline and
tourism industry.

Thank you to the International Travel College
of New Zealand for this opportunity, and to
Hauraki Plains College for hosting. We are
sure they learnt a lot from this experience!

Junior Seience

Students in Year 9 Science are using
microscopes to get a closer look at the world
around us. These slides capture some of the
incredible things they've discovered that are
normally too small for the naked eye to see.
They've been experimenting with different
samples as part of their studies on
microscopic life.

GUARD CELLS IN A LEAF -
THEY OPEN TO LET GASES IN R

SECTION THROUGH A PINE
CONE - SPOT THE SEEDS

BUTTERFLY CORNEA

//

AND OUT OF THE LEAF

KEANU'S CHEEK CELLS

Visit from Dr. Raikwar

We were thrilled to welcome back ex-student,
Dr. Lalit Raikwar, who gdenerously gave his
time to run a hands-on suturing workshop for
our senior students during Spirit Week this
term (hence the mufti).

Those interested in a medical career had an
incredible opportunity to learn and practice
this vital skill under the guidance of a
professional.

Thank you, Dr. Raikwar, for this invaluable
and insightful experience!
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Spirit Week
Brings Fun,
Creativity,
and _
Community

This year’s Spirit Week was a huge success,
thanks to the efforts of our senior student
leaders, who put together an action-packed
week full of activities and themed dress days.
One of the highlights was the introduction of
Rhyme Without Reason—a first for our school
—which encouraged students to pair up in
rhyme-inspired costumes. The creativity on
display was impressive, with clever duos such
as skater and waiter, rapper and napper, and
tradie and lady keeping everyone entertained
and guessing.

Alongside the dress-up days, the week
included a variety of activities such as
quizzes, dancing, and even a school-wide hunt
for mini ducks. The energy and enthusiasm
shown by everyone made for a fun and
memorable week.

A big thank you goes to all who joined in the
spirit, and especially to the senior leaders for
their hard work in making this week such a
highlight of the school year.

The House Leaders had the privilege of
organising our annual House Spirit Week, a
fun-filled series of events that built school
spirit and earned house points.

We started on Monday with a cozy Pajama Day
and a lively Spelling Bee, which was a great
success. On Tuesday, a big game of Bingo in
the hall drew a fantastic turnout, with
students excited to win prizes.

Wednesday was Crazy Hair Day, and the
creativity on display was amazing! At lunch,
students danced their hearts out with Just
Dance in the hall.

On Thursday, our dress-up theme was “Rhyme
Without Reason,” with fun costume pairings
like “PJs and DJs” or “Lady and a Tradie.” We
also launched a new lunchtime game, “Hide
Duckies, Find Duckies,” where students
searched for hidden ducks to win prizes. It
was a huge hit!. This was a new addition to
this year’s lineup, and we look forward to
seeing it enjoyed in the years ahead

We wrapped up on Friday with students
proudly wearing their house colours and
competing in our annual House Competition
Rotations, with games for all ages and
abilities.

Overall, House Spirit Week 2025 was a big
success. It was amazingd to see such
enthusiasm and creativity from our students,
and were so proud to have been part of
making it all happen!

-Abbygail Patterson
House Student Leader
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WELLINGTON: ART & HISTORY

Art and
History
Students
Explore the
Cultural
Capital

Our senior Art and History students have just
returned from an unforgettable four-day trip
to Wellington, the cultural and political heart
of Aotearoa.

The group had the unique opportunity to visit
Parliament House, where they viewed the
national art collection and observed Prime
Minister’s Question Time in action—an eye-
opening experience into the workings of
government.

Art students were treated to a behind-the-
scenes tour of Weta Workshop, learning how
world-famous film props are created. They
also took part in a creative mural treasure
hunt, engaging with the city's vibrant public
art scene.

A highlight for both groups was their visit to
Te Papa Tongarewa, New Zealand’s national
museum, where they explored a wide range of
exhibitions that brought art, history, and
culture to life.

Meanwhile, History students visited the
moving Holocaust exhibition, deepening their
understanding of global history through
powerful first-hand accounts and historical
artefacts.

The trip offered a rich blend of hands-on
learning, creative inspiration, and meaningful
reflection—an amazing way to experience the
capital city.

A huge thank you to the amazing teachers
who organised and accompanied our students
on this trip — Ms Ferguson, Mr Rogers, Mr
Major, and Ms Managh. Your time, effort, and
support made this experience possible!

Student Leader Romie Dargaville had this to
say about the trip:

“MY  HIGHLIGHTS  OF THE
WELLINGTON TRIP WERE SEEING ALL
THE NICE ART AT PARLIAMENT,
AROUND THE  STREETS  AND
ESPECIALLY TE PAPA.

| ALSO LOVED GOING TO THE
PARLIAMENTARY  QUESTIONS, AND
THEY MADE ME THINK ABOUT GOING
INTO POLITICS: IT WAS ALL THE
ARGUING AND YELLING THAT PIQUED
MY INTEREST.

THE DINNERS WERE SO GOOD AT THE
NIGHT MARKETS, AND | REALLY
ENJOYED MAKING FRIENDS WITH THE
NEW INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND
HANGING OUT WITH FRIENDS IN THEIR
HOSTEL ROOMS. “
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THE OUTDOORS

10lo
Karaka
Track

On Wednesday 30 July, a group of 15 students
with two teachers went up the Karaka Track to g Sugan g

carry out an investigation into the |

distribution of plants and the ecological % ln '

factors affecting the distribution of the plants. n

The focus of the trip was data collection and i

hands-on learning. The trip involved exploring ! !% "{ o
a local natural ecosystem, where students : %W e

engaged in observing and recording data on |
plant species and factors affecting their !
survival.

Although the weather started off looking wet,
the clouds lifted, and it became much more
pleasant. There was some initial panic when
the class arrived due to the tree felling and
privet clearing work underway (see tree chop
photo), but the workers cleared a path
through, and access to the study area was
gained.

Thankfully the study area was away from the
stream, which was roaring due to the recent
heavy rain. However, a few students still Ad t

managed to get a decent covering of mud as | Ven ure
they slipped and slid through the bush.

The experience also promoted teamwork, at The

persistence, critical thinking and real-world

application of classroom knowledge (see

' °
photos Aryantrack, hard at work, Proud Anja, Pl I l I l aC]-eS!

Proud Logan).

. TSRS
On Monday 28 July this group of adventurous
students travelled to Whakarewarewa
Mountain Bike Park in Rotorua as part of our
Outdoor Education Program
Each student had to demonstrate they could
confidently and safely ride a Grade 3
mountain bike trail—and they rose to the
challenge!

Our international students recently joined
their Outdoor Education class for an overnight
tramp to The Pinnacles in the stunning
Kauaeranga Valley.

Ewan Mackie-Grant and Anukar Kumar
Teachers of Science

views and the experience of staying at New
Zealand’s largest DOC hut — it was also a
chance for students to analyse issues in safety
management for outdoor activities and work
together to devise effective safety management
strategies.

From navigating river crossings and steep
tracks to preparing for changing weather
conditions, students put their learning into
practice while building teamwork, resilience,
and confidence in the outdoors.

What an amazing way to combine learning
with adventure in one of the Coromandel’s
most iconic locations!

PO WIOT PUR I LMbar <~
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The hike wasn’t just about the incredible [
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Stu dents The new Year 9 class are creating paintings
based on the pros and cons of social media
\ something they are very knowledgable about !
Wln ln rt ) . The technique we've been using is 'Dry
&5 Brush' ( basically painting without loading the
brush with water - something they are very
Competition e’
In July, two of our talented students took part [ i ey 3w Py
in a local competition and expo run by the
Whitianga Lions Club. The event featured
separate sections for photography and visual
art, with no set theme—allowing students the
freedom to create whatever inspired them.
Naiomi Hinton (Year 13) entered two
incredible paintings, earning third place for
one and receiving a highly commended for the
other. Emma Marr (Year 13) also wowed the
judges with her artwork, taking home second
place!
Ka pai, Emma and Naiomi

Here is the latest roundup of art from the
senior school art students

w w.oaerwriter and Joint ook,

Here is some work from Ms. Ferguson’s Year
10 Art class which is to good not to share.

IHIINGHO0G] WO PUR taLIMIE ~
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MIKE EDWARDS & 48 HOUR FILM

Mike
Edwards
Inspires at
Careers
Week

As part of Careers Week, Thames High School
had the privilege of hosting renowned New
Zealand actor and theatre-maker Mike
Edwards.

Familiar to many through his screen roles in
Shortland  Street, Spartacus, and The
Brokenwood Mysteries, Mike is also the co-
founder of the acclaimed circus-theatre
company The Dust Palace.

In a powerful session with our Drama
students, Mike shared not only his career
journey but also lessons for life. He spoke
about the real meaning of success, the
importance of perseverance, and the value of
backing yourself, taking opportunities, and
trusting your own creativity and talent.
Students described the experience as
inspiring and uplifting, leaving them
motivated and encouraged by the words of
someone who has carved out a bold and
creative path in the performing arts

9
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Lights,
Camera,
Action w
48 hour
Film Comp

Thames High School was buzzing with
creativity this past weekend as a group of
students took on the Vista Foundation 48
Hours Furious Filming competition. Calling
themselves  Golden  Ratio, the team
transformed the school into a mini Hollywood
set, writing, filming, and editing a short film
in just two days.

This isn't the first time Thames High has
stepped into the world of film—two years ago
another student team entered the same
competition. Inspired by that experience,
Golden Ratio jumped at the chance to
represent Thames once again in the school
productions category. Their team name reflects
both our town’s gold-mining history and the
timeless mathematical proportion known for
its beauty in art and nature.

A School wide Effort

Although Thames High doesn’t currently offer
a Media Studies class, the project became a
true showcase of school spirit and
collaboration. Different departments pitched
in: the photography team supplied dear, the
music department opened its studio, drama
shared costumes and props, Food Tech
students kept the team fuelled, and Kapa Haka
offered hospitality and support. The library
became a late-night brainstorming hub, and
the tech lab provided the tools needed to
bring it all together in the final edit.

Community Support

The wider community also played a huge part
in making the project possible. Parents
provided meals and transport, teachers
supervised, and local businesses stepped in
with generous support. COROMIND magazine

covered the team’s entry fee and meals, while
Burton Catering supplied sweet and savoury
treats to keep the crew energised.

More Than Just a Film

Beyond the competition, the experience was a
powerful learning opportunity. Students
practised problem-solving under pressure,
taught one another new skills, and explored
all aspects of filmmaking—from directing and
writing to editing and sound design. Most
importantly, they built strong connections,
learning to respect each other’s ideas and
talents while working towards a shared goal.
The Golden Ratio team’s entry not only
highlights the creativity of Thames High
students but also showcases our community
spirit and culture on a national stage.
Congratulations to everyone involved—you've
made our school proud!

— Carla Grosman, Practising Teacher and Team
Leader
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CREATIVE WRITING: NEWSPAPER STYLE

Neave Merret Year 9

LOCAL BOY BECOMES HERO

Small town boy saves drowning pair after Mondays surge of natural disasters.

Earlier this week the small town of Tolaga bay
faced waves of natural disasters including a
massive storm, an earthquake and a tsunami.
Many roads were blocked making it difficult to
get local authorities to any accidents caused by
the disasters. Many people suffered injures and
weren't able to get proper care due to the
damage.

The Tangaroa family were especially targeted by |

the disasters with irreversible damage to their
family-run farm and three family members
injured. After the disasters the Tangaroa
brothers Charlie and Robbie went to the beach
for a swim with their close friend Jenny. The sea
was rough frem the previous days and
unfortunately Jenny and Robbie both couldn't
withstand the waves, Charlie sprung into action
and saved the two swimming them up-to shore

Back on shore Charlie and Jenny (wheo hadn't
sustained any major injuries) preformed CPR
on Robbie, reviving him and ultimately saving
his life. Charlie has been labelled a hero for his
bravery and resilience. All three kids are safe
now though the farm and other family
members were still suffering.

Back at the farm Charlie and Robbie's mum
(Mere) had been one of the unfortunate few in
an accident without access to emergency care.
A slippery road had caused her to getintoa
potentially fatal car crash. She fortunately got
pain killers before being hospitalised,

Mere and Robbie weren't the only people in
the Tangaroa family affected by the quakes,
Charlie and Rabbie’s granddad (John) was
swallowed by the earth. He got stranded on a
small island of land surrounded by debris.
Charlie yet again came to the rescue finding
him and helping him out of the rubble.
Miraculous he made it out with minor injury's.

Ollie Louden Year 9
17 MAY, 1947
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The aftercare of the disasters will take time
and dedication, luckily the amazing
community of Tolaga bay all contribute in
their own way. The Tangaroa family's farm
will slowly be repaired. Mere is currently
recovering smoothly. Thanks to all locals
who helped with this story

HANDCRAFTED EXCELLENCE.
UNMATCHED COMFORT. TIMELSS STYLE.

Whether you're walking into

a hig meeting or strolling
through the weekend,
Wellington & Co, shoes are
your foundation for confidence:

+ Premivm full-grain
leather
 Cushioned insol
technology
# Sleck, versatile
design “From the first step, I could
Jeel the quality, These shoes
don’t just look good — they
Sfeeel incredible”
- Daniel Reed, Architect

» Lifetime stitch guaraniee

NOW FEATURING THE
2025 AMBASSADOR SERIES
A modern elassic, Available in

OLLIE LOUDEN

Seurere Earthquake Tits Tolaga BAY

TOLAGA
GETS
STRUCK!!

A small town south of Tokomaru Bay,

Tolaga Bay,
earthquake of high magnitude. The
quake was followed by a strong tsunami
damaging buildings, people, Cars, and
even roads. The town and 50 km out of

experienced a  severe

town, and there was no powerlelectricity

for miles.

WIN A
FULLY
ELECTRIC
MAXIS UTE
WORTH

Tolaga Bay mayor Dave Kean was first on
the scene to a resident and reported named
Dave Kean about his experience on the
tsunami and earthquake In his words. It
was a shocking day after the earthquake
struck, buildings collapsed, Sea creatures
were stranded on the beach from the
tsunami and cars got slammed against
building and with power out for days.

Ollie louden

Evervone is in shock when a 6.5

magnitude earthquake strikes
the bay!

After the big disaster. the government
requested  that everyone living near or at
Tolaga Bay should move house or live
somewhere away from the bay. If it had not
been done within 2 YEARS, the houses in the
area would be red stickered,

ic il

ficad News

ficad News  Head News '

EARTHQUAKE ROCKS TOLAGA BAY I

IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE AFTER 8.1
MAGNITUDE EARTHQUAKE
DECIMATES TOLAGA BAY.

ety

b shear from o
wunanin couhl be an ek, Mamy ooads were Iockal meaning na
immediate medical care was vailable 1o local surrenders,

s bchiare the varthguake, mie servion
o cirousszanies together caused such am invegul
Bay harkn's elaimed 1o have any sasnrl disasiers sin
vsunami, strsck after an earchquake our st sea,
carthgquake sarted o pmoand wene B w10 13 e,
Aftershodks remainad sveady, constnuing foe the rest of the evening,

Toby Dryden Year 9

“I have in my thirty years
here, seen Tolaga Bay in

such a state!”

——— O —

Tolaga Bay Mavor, Mike Meyers sured than all Funiing for roads,
housing and ips wa funded by the governmens. Tmmedisre
repair was granaed far all rading 3 it had Blacked an e in
and pat of Todaga bay. Afier the canhquake sruck 3 severe slip
o

“Simnaric” fram Simpson mad claimed 10 fodl aftersbocks Far the

prn e Doeated south of Tobgga Bev, Local resident

rest of the right. The nexe morming she was taken by surprise
from s skip. =1 was ddevastared by this mest | have never in my

thirey years here, seen Tolaga Bay in such 2 sarel™ §
evclaimed.

The communiry was willing 1o do whatever it wok 1o repair the
bag. A few elays after the evens, clean wp ook place sround the
e NAEC and NEMA were imputing stock banks our beach
o prevent Hooding in cae the event reoccurs, THOC wai

Iatevstaresing on safcey Far the wwn, making s more carthaake
awvare. Falaga bu will new continue o help cach ather snd look
aat for the communiiy, A hard tmes have hir,

Fpoonal iy foucc Al

QUARES AND STORM CREATES FINANCIAL CRISIS!

Tolaga Bay businesses decimated by giant storms, business owners fearing financial crisis.

Local shop owner Mere Teariki was one of
the waorst affected, "This storm  has
absolutely devastated me, | was already in a
bad position financialy with the shop but
now I'm going to struggle to keep it open
and maybe think about selling it” Mere's
store was critically damaged by the storm
with damages being shattered windows,
and ruined stock. The rest of the town,
which was rocked by the quakes, storm, and
tsunamis.

As well as the damage done to Mere's shop
she was also severly injured driving up to
her house ( the tsunami warning meeting
point) when she said that “ The road just
buckled under me and my car off the
cliffside” She said that she was stuck in her
car out cold before a van carrying campers
from the campground up to the safety of
her house stopped and pulled her out,

Hot Deals!! Brand New
S300 Chevrolets for

sale!

=%

The smashed port!!!
One of the major damages for the town was
the new port. The construction of the port
had barely got underway before the storm hit
and half destroyed what little construction
had been done. Dave Keene, owner of the
construction company building the port said
that “We had barely been building for a week
before that BLASTED tsunami ruined all of
my mens hard work! We put everything into
that port and this is a major setback for the
construction” Dave said that him and his

family had come from New York so he could
oversee the construction, he also said repairs
could cost up to $7 grand. John Meyers, town
publican and Civil defense co-ordinator says
that the town has alseady got in touch with
NZEQC and NEMA and restoration efforts as
well as fundraising efforts already underway.
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STUDENT SUCCESS:

JACOB WHITE & SOPHIA HAAKMA

Post author:Davidda Hikatangata
Post published:June 24, 2025
The Valley Profile

If Jacob White knows one thing to be true of
his Thames Music and Drama (MAD) crew it’s
that “we pull off some pretty cool stuff”.

The 16-year-old told The Profile his official role
in the group was technical crew member but
he could also be referred to as production
technician, who worked in the areas of
wardrobe, props, set design, lighting design
and/or operation and sound design and/or
operation.

The young tech said he often reminded his
crew they pulled off excellent work
considering the size of their theatre.

“We're surrounded by a great team of people
at each event making sure everything is done
on time. MAD is often referred to as one big
family and everyone would be able to agree
that everyone is always looking out for one
another.”

It's what makes his recent achievement so
special.

The year-12 Thames High School student was
nominated by a few “secret squirrels” in his
crew for the Entertainment Technology New
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Zealand Technical

(ETNZ)
Achievement Awards for 2025 where he
snapped up the Technical Achievement Youth
Award.

Community

Former Thames MAD technical liaison Tina
Haakma said society president Diane Connors
and vice-president Martin Rodley approached
her with the idea of putting Jacob’s name
forward for the award.

“We wanted to nominate Jacob because we see
how he puts in effort above and beyond what
is expected, and whenever there is a task that
needs doing he will be on hand to help.
“‘Jacob’s  ability to plan ahead with
programming and design work and work with
the team for the benefit of the show/event is
amazing to watch and we wanted to
acknowledge that behemoth effort.”

Tina said the award was an opportunity to
recognise all the hard work the young
technicians put into each show, and there was
a massive pool of people nominated, which
made it “even more special” when Jacob won.

The award-winning teen said he was quite
surprised but also grateful when he heard the
news.

But it was more than just a win.

Jacob was in his fifth year at Thames MAD and
he said the award was an overview of his time
involved there.

“It hasnt only given me a boost of
encouragement but also the chance to reflect
on the years that have passed and how much
I've grown since I started.”

One thing Jacob was currently learning was
how MAD could improve in the organisation
aspects of their events, he said. “This has
included creating different types of
documentation and learning how we can
better manage our equipment.”

His dream was to pursue a career within the
entertainment and event production industry,
and it was evident he was on the way to
making it happen.

He recently signed up to do the NZ National
Certificate in  Entertainment & Event
Operations level three course through ETNZ,
which he will complete through Thames High
School and different events with MAD.

“There are some pretty cool events and
projects out there.”

Even though he hadn’t set his sights on any
specific areas in the industry just yet, one
thing was certain - “I'll be staying ambitious”.

l!

Thames High muso leads in th as

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

ne thing Haakma is
passionate al

t is playing
the violin.

It's a skill the 14-vear-old musi-
::ia.n has honed since she was six

"‘I’d say my favourite aspect of
it would be playing in a group,
where I can 1& support
others and he a.rt of a teamn,” Bhe
told The

It’s snmethm' g the ar-g
Thames Fiigh School student hod
been able to pursue this year as
she has donated her time to teach
viclin lessons once a week to fel-
low students.

The young muso said it was her

 to cont ude to her school
an a "good opportunity” to
share her knowledge with other
peuple who were keen on learn-

"'I‘Ilese sessions have helped me
to meet some of my fellow stu-
dents who I may not have crossed

Hall. Thames High music teacher
Dr Nichola Voice a for So-
phia to work with Lara to help her
grnwd in her violin journey, Sophia
sai
"1 almost couldn't believe it. 1
still can’t wait to see what valuable
skills and information I will be
able to get out of these sessions.”
main thing Sophia said she
wanted to focus on in the lessons
was to refine her overall technigue
to the point where "I can be more
confident and comfortable” to
play in front of large audiences.

paths with otherwise.” e of the most important as-
The best moments for Sophia pects of playing the violin was “al-

was when a student first played a Ways gumg tet:luuq'u the

clean iy ;P‘;ﬁg;mﬁn‘ge;-ﬂ Thames ngh studafnt Sn;lhla Hukma, 14, teaches fellow students ptavthn \rInIin RIGH‘I’ Suphia plm mumcalang gr other

~|he]_mje ﬁmgs , she said. along with a fellow violinist. Photos: SUPPLED  |ip players was to wo ha:& itk
Sophia's creativity was also  more recently as a guitarist in the e of all could go, and  evenly between everybody, adults  getting structure, posture,

nt in her connection to the  School cﬁ"RnckprDcﬁ‘ljc-‘ltJ?;lllx.t ﬁﬂpl hﬁ].c;]lgl.;.s & and)%.uﬂ:l alike.” mmnatunam:lpusltlmm Pﬂ;:-ynu

Thames Music and Drama (MAD) Sophia has also recently been O\rer recent years, there has A passion for the arts and the don't glveyuumelfhadha%ﬂs

community. elected as the youth representative  been a growth in shows whereldds ~ drive to in her violin play- But m “make sure you
She performed in Thames MAD  on the es MAD committee.  and teens are able to take charge  ing was clear. That's why Snphla always work hard with what vou

productions and as an ac- She said her goal in the role was  on stage,” she said. jumped at the opportumty to at-  dn”, she said.

tor, singer, and musician with  to make sure Thames MAD “1 want to make sure the spot-  tend advanced lessons with Wai- “Never give up, no matter how

violin parts in the orchestra, and  theatre remained a place where light remains to be shared around  kato University violin totor Lara  much you think you want to.”
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Thanks to
Thames

Music Group:

nearly $8000

The Thames High School Music Department
has received an incredible donation of nearly
$8,000 from the Thames Music Group.

As the Group transitions to operating in a
different capacity and winds up its
incorporated society status, the members
chose to gift its remaining funds to support
music education at Thames High School.

This donation will gdo directly towards
purchasing keyboards for the Year 9 students
entering the Music Department in 2028,
helping launch an exciting new curriculum
where all students will have the chance to
learn and create on an instrument.

We are deeply grateful to the Thames Music
Club for their generosity and their long-
standing commitment to music in our
community.

KO TE HAPORI, KO MATAU / OUR COMMUNITY,
OUR STRENGTH!

Anonymous
Donation

We're thrilled to share that the Thames High
Music Department has received a generous
anonymous donation of $2500 to help
kickstart a new violin programme!

Thanks to this incredible support, lessons are
already underway—led by our talented Year 9
student Sophia Haakma. As part of our new
connection with Waikato University, Sophia
has also been invited to take lessons with
renowned violin tutor Lara Hall, and we’re
excited to welcome senior university students
to Thames High each term to run
masterclasses. These will be open to both
students and the wider community for a koha.

AIMIO0C] JWIOT PUR LMY~

St. George's

Concert

On Friday 22 Augdust, our Thames High School
Music Department joined forces with the
Thames Music Group for a special showcase at
St George’s Church.

The morning was filled with incredible
performances — from begdinners through to
intermediate musicians — covering everything
from classical and jazz, to rock bands, singing
ensembles, heavy metal, and even the
harpsichord!

A huge thank you to everyone who came along
to support. It was especially heartwarming to
see students, some performing for the very
first time, step up with such courage. We are
so proud of each and every one of them!

UINO0ST JIOF PUR tLIMIAr <~ n
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& AUTHOR VISIT

Careers Expo
Open Evening 2026 was a fantastic success!

This year Thames High School hosted its
It was wonderful to welcome our communityannual Careers Expo, giving students the
into the classrooms and connect with ourchance to explore future pathways and
future students and their whanau. While weopportunities.  Universities,  polytechnics,
didn’t take photos of our guests, we didtrades, and local businesses set up interactive
capture some of the fun in the Art Department displays, providing valuable information and
—where the Mona Lisa got a whole new look! advice. It was a great opportunity for students
to ask questions, make connections, and gain
inspiration for life beyond school.

On Tuesday 26 August, the group set off to
Rotorua, visiting Te Puia and the Rotorua
Museum.

At Te Puia, our guide Paul—who we are
fortunate to see each year—shared the rich
history of the area. Students also discovered
how traditional carving and weaving are being
preserved and celebrated through Te Puia's
renowned Arts School.

The visit to the Rotorua Museum was another
highlight, with an interactive presentation
exploring how the city has changed over time.
Students had the chance to put their new
knowledge into action through activities run
by the museum staff.

The day ended on a high with a breathtaking
walk through the treetops of the Redwoods, a
memorable way to finish a day full of learning
and adventure.

— Ms Fletcher

0 R
N . 2 Thank you to New Zealand author Stacy Greg

AN for visiting kura!

A As part of the Writers in Schools programme,
i we were delighted to host author Stacy Gregg.
She presented to all Year 9 students, sharing
insights into her work and writing journey.
Following this, Mrs Emery’s English class had
the special opportunity to take part in a poetry
writing workshop with Stacy, having recently
studied her novel Nine Girls.

¥ Farewell to Mr Prasad. His time here was
short but we wished him well on his new
journey in Wellington where he joined his
wife.
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A Season to
Remember

By Tess Watts, Sports Coordinator

It’s been an action-packed Term 3 for sport at
Thames High School — full of incredible
achievements, dedicated teams, and
community spirit. As winter sport draws to a
close, we celebrate the effort and energy
shown by every athlete, coach, and supporter
who helped make the season a success.

A special highlight is our Senior Mixed Touch
Team, who have been training all year for
their International Tournament on the Gold
Coast this October. Competing against teams
from Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji, the tour
will prepare them for Nationals in December.
Massive thanks go to our sponsors, families,
and community for helping raise over $35,000
to make this dream a reality.

Thames High School students have been
making waves across a wide range of sporting
codes this term, achieving success both locally
and at regional competitions.

McLaren Motors to Victory in Cross-Country
MX

Thames High School’s Jack MeLaren (Year 11)
roared to success in the Sandpit Wood Hill MX
cross-country series over the school holidays.
Competing in the gruelling two-hour solo
rider event, McLaren claimed first place
overall, cementing his reputation as one of the
region’s rising motocross stars.

SPORT SPOTLIGHT

Thames Valley Ul4 Rugby Boys Impress at
Tournament

Three Thames High students pulled on the
gold jersey for the Thames Valley Ul rugby
team at the Heartlands Tournament. Sirius
Wileox (Year 9), Archie Stove (Year 10) and
Toby Dryden (Year 9) all played key roles as
the side secured three victories from four
matches. Stove was also named captain of the
team, an impressive honour for the Year 10
player.

Ulé & Ul8s:

Congratulations to Walter Wiki and Archie
Stove (U16), and Caileigh Poipoi, Taylor
Menzies, Laura Donald, and Takaimo Waite
(U18 Girls).

Walter and Archie went on to claim back-to-
back wins at the Heartland U168 Carnival
Competition in Taupdé — four wins from four
games!

Badminton Brilliance

The Thames High School Badminton Champs
were held over the first two weeks of Term 3,
with plenty of students taking part. “{ It was
fantastic to see such strong competition and
enthusiasm on the courts. Well done to all
who entered!

THS Badminton Champs Junior Doubles:

Jack Smith
Fynn Tyson

Gwen Kingi
Eva Ellis_

THS Badminton Champs Senior Doubles:

Ellie Johnston
Romie Dargaville

Austin Court
Matthew Wilson

THS Badminton Senior Doubles Runner Up:

Austin Court
Matthew Wilson

Raelin Alvi_

Thames Valley Badminton Champs

Thames High School hosted the Thames Valley
Badminton Championships for Senior and
Junior players. Held over two days, eleven
schools participated. 199 games played for SNR
players.

Congratulations to Dimple Martin (Year 11), who
was runner-up overall in the Senior Girls
Singles for Thames Valley. Special thanks to
Thames Valley Badminton - Jeremy Rout for
helping run such a successful event.
Congratulations to our students who placed
Runners-up overall in their division.

/
SNR Girls Singles
Runnmer Up

Dimple Martin

MR Boys Doubles JNR Boys Singles
Runnar up Aunner Up

Mclaren /Billy Beaton Rocky Tuhakarain
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SPORT SPOTLIGHT

« Hockey Heroes

Student leaders Annie Perrett, Ellie Johnston,
and Sports Coordinator Assistant Alicia
Costello played in the Thames Valley Women’s
Final, finishing in a 1-1 draw with Waitakaruru
to share the 2025 Women’s Trophy. A fantastic
result showcasing teamwork and skill at the
highest level.

Netballers Shine Across Grades

I’'s been a stellar season for Thames High
School netball. The Open A and 9A teams were
both crowned winners of their grades in the
Thames Valley Secondary Schools League,
while the Open B team finished runners-up.
The 9A side also travelled north for
Auckland’s End of Season Tournament, gaining
valuable experience against new opponents,
while the Open A team fought through tough
competition at UNISS, successfully finishing in
the top 16 of their grade.

It was a Bam start on Sunday 17 Augdust, for
the 9A Netball dirls as we headed to the
Auckland Netball Centre End of Season
Tournament. We played 4 games against teams
from Auckland to Whangarei.

It was a great experience for the team to be
pushed out of their comfort zone, attend a
centre with 20-plus netball courts and play
new teams/new faces after our season.

It was an awesome day together, bonding and
just having fun, we also won a signed ANZ
Stars netball

Special thanks to our amazing coach Teresa
Tauroa, and assistant coach, Kelly Taurua, for
helping make this week happen for our team.
Our team played two games a day and had two
amazing wins. The main aim was to stay in the
top 16 for our grade, which we achieved that
result.

All players had an amazing week, lots of
learning and some great team building.

Our team consisted of the following students:
Caileigh Poipoi (Captain)

Chloe Paynter

Ora wiki

Abbey Mobberley

Storm Ratima

Holly Bradley

Gwen Kingi

Takaimo Waite

Lawron Waite

Lily McCarthy (Amber Rayment - didn’t attend
this year's tournament but is part of our Open
A)

Congratulations also to our Open A who were
winners of the Waihi Netball Competition for
2025 in their grade.

Gold for Wilson in Ju-Jitsu

Year 13 student Matthew Wilson showcased
his skill on the mats, winning gold in the
adult 70kg division at the North Island
Brazilian Ju-Jitsu Championships. His victory
against seasoned adult competitors marks a
major milestone in his martial arts career.

Junior Football Team

Congratulations to our Junior Boys Football
Team who were winners of their division in
the Waikato Secondary Schools Football for
2025.

Coached by Shannon Paki and managed by
Michael Dobie.

Well done to all players and coaching staff for
an amazing season!
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SPORT CONT. & ACTIVE AS

Rippa Rugby

Our Year 9 boys and dirls teams had a
fantastic day at the Thames Valley Rippa
Tournament held in Whitianga recently.

Lots of learning and gaining new skills in the
rugby area.

Special mention to Fynn Paki, Declan Fenton
and Jake Sara for being referees for the dirls
games during the day. Lots of fun was had by
all.

TERM 3 PHYSiCAL

I;'I

" ACTIVE AS

Volleyball- Senior Girls

Our Senior Girls Volleyball Team had a great
day at the Thames Valley Secondary Schools
Senior Volleyball Tournament held in Katikati
this week. Our girls have been training hard
twice a week and are playing some awesome
volleyball.

The team played three games, having a good
win during one of their games.

Special thanks to AJ and Alicia Costello, who
have been coaching our dirls since the
beginning of the year. Keep up the good work
girls.

Junior Basketball - Overall Winners

Congratulations to our Junior Girls and Junior
Boys Gold Team coached by Phil Taylor and
managed by Kelly Carter.

Both teams were overall winners for 2025
season in the Thames Valley Secondary School
Basketball Competition. Both teams had

thrilling finals against Paeroa College in front
of a packed crowd.
Well done to all players and congratulations.
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High

This year, we hosted Te Aroha College for our
Sports Exchange.

This was a very successful event, seeing wins
for both Senior Girls and Boys rugby 7s,
Senior Boys Doubles in Badminton, Senior
Girls Football in a draw, and Senior Boys
Football. |

Congratulations to all the teams that competed |
in the 2025 Sports Exchange.

Congratulations to the following students:

Football Senior Boys MVP Jake Hudson
Football Senior Girls MVP Gracie Miller
Volleyball Senior Girls MVP Kim Ju

OpenA Girls Netball MVP Lawron Waite

Senior Boys Basketball MVP Obie Fraser
Senior Girls Basketball MVP Simrat Kaur
Senior Girls Rugby Sevens MVP Taylor Menzies
Senior Boys Rugby Sevens MVP Finn Owen
Badminton Senior Doubles Austin Court.

We would like to say a big thank you to all the
coaches, managers, umpires, staff who have
been here to support us to make this a
successful day.
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Food Festival
2025

We all enjoyed some really delicious food from
around the world at the food festival.

It was really great to see these students det
stuck in, work as a team and take pride in
sharing food from different cultures!

Thanks to Arts & Culture Student Leaders
Eylul and Neka for organising this with the
help of International Programme Manager,
Pauline.

Kapa haka at
Npa Putake o
Tol ki Hauraki

Here are some photos from the performance at
Goldfields Mall as part of the Nga Putake o Toi
ki Hauraki on the last day of Term 3!
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CREATIVE WRITING / WERO TRIP
SEAGULL CENTRE GRANT

Wero Trip

Recently, Mr Ashforth and Mr Kim took 20
Junior School students to Wero Climb to
celebrate their outstanding attendance and
achievement. The trip, organised by Mr Kim
and Mrs Caigoy, offered students an incredible
opportunity to challenge themselves both
physically and mentally in a supportive,
culturally rich environment.

Standing 16 metres tall and designed in
Germany by Kristallturm, Wero Climb features
78 unique climbing elements — from the
daring trust jump to the “walk the plank.”
What makes this experience truly special is its
strong cultural foundation, created in
partnership with local Tainui iwi, weaving
Maori mythological stories into every step of
the climb to highlight values of strength,
resilience, and identity.

We are very thankful to Waka Pacific Trust,
who generously funded this experience as part
of their community initiative supporting the
first 15,000 tamariki between July 21, 2025, and
March 30, 2026. The Trust — which operates
Due Drop Events Centre, Wero Whitewater
Park, Momentum Hub, and Wero Climb —
provides opportunities that enrich lives
through learning, connection, and wellbeing.
Congratulations to our students who
represented Thames High  School:Chloe
Bergersen, Chloe Booth, Eva Ellis, Gwen Kingi,
Olivia Lamont, Kiera Nunn, Maia Whitney, Luca
Yamamoto, Oscar Zhang, Cameron Duthie,
Olivia Baines, Esther Bullock, Luke De La Rive
Box-Harison, Sophia Haakma, Katelyn Jiang, Ava
McQuarters, Caspian Milner, David Charles,
Daniel Restauro, and Roy Rettymon.

For these students, Wero Climb was more than
an adventure — it was a celebration of effort,
culture, and courage, reminding us that when
we challenge ourselves, we grow together to
achieve our true potential.

We're thrilled to announce that Thames High

School has been successful in our Seagull
Centre Community Grant application!

This funding will go directly toward
supporting our waste management and
sustainability goals, a project led by our
passionate Enviroschools team. Thanks to this
grant, we’ll be able to purchase new, purpose-
designed waste bins that will help us reduce
litter and improve recycling across our kura.
The project isn’t just about new bins — it’s
about empowering students to take ownership
of environmental action. Through education,
awareness, and reward-based initiatives, our
students will continue to lead the way in
creating a cleaner, more sustainable school
environment.

We're incredibly grateful to the Seagull Centre
for their support and partnership in helping
us achieve this vision. Their contribution
complements other funding we've already
received, meaning we can now roll out
improved waste systems across key areas of
the school.

This is another step toward our shared goal:
“Kia kotahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te
taumata — We grow together to achieve one’s
true potential.”

Together, we're growing a greener future for
Thames High School!

| |

Creative
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Sun stretches over the trees, lighting the cul-
de-sac in a pale yellow light. Concrete
blackens with my shadow as it dances around
my younger brothers. Tree’s smile as air
brushes them, three bedroom family houses
magnetic to the leaves. Our neighbourhood
echoes with tennis banter. Back and forth,
back and forth, the ball goes. A hyperactive
canine between our rusted tennis rackets.
Blue sky sits with us as my brother tries again
taunting me. Little brothers are silly.
Egoistically he says, “I'm better than you.” My
tennis racket swings. “What was that?” He
laughs. Innocently, the ball floats in the
puddles of water that litter across the drain.
Seven year old Zac sighs, not in frustration

but in a slightly mean happiness that he is
better than me. He takes it from the drain,
smirking, and swings. It flies. Up and up like
god gave it wings and this is its only chance
at happiness. My brother's face drains with
colour at the idea of neighbourly interaction
as the green orb plummets rapidly
downwards. I guess those wings weren’t
meant for flying after all. “Dibs not!” Eyes pin
his brunet head, “I'll get it next time if you go
now?” Pinching the bridge of my nose, I

exhale. He takes this as agreement and smiles |
subtly. “Hurry up then!” Appearance glimpsing -

with challenge. Funny how his nerves are
forgotten now that I have to face her.

She reminds me of an owl. Which is ironic
since her name is Robin. Blond bleached
feathers fading an exhausted grey. I see her.
Through the glass. A blurry figure coming
forwards. I want to run, to hide, to leave with
all my organs intact. Ding Dong! Robin
materialises, her gaze scans her surroundings,
landing on the intruder in front of her nest.
She seems to be always aware.Always
watching. Always knowing. Always in constant
guard of her nest. It must be tiring. The owl
holds something in her large watchful eyes.
Owls are a symbol of Athena, of wisdom. I'm
not sure if wisdom is what her gaze holds, but
they always seem to be possessing a certain
something. Her irises are a light brown
somewhere between chocolate and a broken
silver hue. Her eyes were always gleaming,
flickering like light behind mist tunnelling
through some forgotten forest. Sewn on at
birth, she has patches circling her face and
dying with age to a dark shade. A colour that
resembles if rust and the end of autumn,
when all the bright hues have rotted, decided
to conceive some kind of mutation of the both.
The patchwork on her face leads into a soft
fractured texture of feathers then on to a
stocky frame. In the past I noticed she always
flew silently yet her wings always seemed
overcome with an agony as if they were on the
verge of shattering. Like fractured glass just
needing a slight nudge. Stretching her wings,
she stares at me now, beak clapping as if I am
a predator instead of a scared twelve year old
prey. The odour of decaying meat encompasses
her. “I.. the ball went over into your nest, can
L. get it?” I stutter, intimidation is a worthy

“tactic for owls ‘defending’ their nests. Hands

are painted with sweat in an instant in her
presence. Danger lurks around every corner
for her I think, from the way she analyses me.
After a moment's silence, she hoots grumpily.
“Fine...”

Appearing innocent, as I trudge through her
nest, although I believe there is some sort of
animalistic brutality enclosed behind her
facade. For improved vision, she tilts her skull.
Puncturing her stare into my scared figure.
Her standoff nature must manufacture a
lonesome life. Hardly even moving until night
holds her hand. Sometimes, she has visitors.
Grass, green. Where's the ball? I know this
because I see them. Another tree, palm tree?
Two owls sharing food, head bobbing and
chirping together. More dirt. Sticks. Talons
sharpen in my peripheral vision. Grass. Dirt.
Where's it? Green. Neon. There! The ball hides
from my claws as I snatch it hurriedly,
rushing past the old owl. “Thanks..” I mumble
over my shoulder. Talons. Sharp talons rest on
her table. Charcoal gate closing with a bang.
Dry grass falling into a soft green. Knees
wallowing on the naked earth by the footpath.
It's over. It's over.

Sophie Whyte Year 11
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& DEBATING

‘Spirit of
Adventure

The Spirit of Adventure is a New Zealand
youth development programme — most
famously known for its Spirit of New Zealand
ship — that helps young people build
confidence, teamwork, and leadership through
life at sea.

The programme takes young people (usually
aged 16-18) out of their comfort zones by
having them live and work aboard a tall
sailing ship for several days. The experience
focuses on personal growth through
challenge, teamwork, and adventure — no
sailing experience is needed.

Unfortunately, this year's trip was cut short
due to sickness on the ship, but our students
luckily kept well and only had amazing things
to say about their two days on the ship:

THE SPRIT OF  ADVENTURE = WAS
UNFORGETTABLE! | LOVED LEARNING TO
NAVIGATE, MASTER KNOTS, AND WORK WITH
PEERS. MY FAVORITE MOMENTS WERE
DEFINITELY CLIMBING THE SHIP'S MAST TO ITS
PEAK AND MANAGING THE SAILS IN FIERCE
WINDS DURING A STORM. WE WITNESSED
LOTS OF DOLPHINS AND EVEN SAW A
GLIMPSE OF A WHALE! THE ENTIRE VOYAGE
“DELIVERED A THRILLING ADRENALINE RUSH,
ALLOWING ME TO CONNECT WITH NEW
FRIENDS AND STRENGTHEN EXISTING BONDS. |
WOULD DEFINITELY RECOMMEND IT!

ALZORA TAYLOR, YEAR 10

Debate Day
Adventures

On Saturday 11 October, Ms Emery travelled
with our Thames High School Debating Team
to Papamoa College to compete in the Bay of
Plenty  British  Parliamentary  Debating
Tournament. She shared how proud she was of
the team, saying they represented our kura
with excellence and spirit.

Year 9 student Alex Atrill wrote about his
experience:

UP EARLY ON A SATURDAY MORNING, WE GOT INTO THE VAN, AND AFTER SOME
TROUBLE WITH THE KEYS AND THE VAN BEING FULLY UNLOCKED, WE WERE ON THE
ROAD. ONE QUICK HOUR-AND-A-HALF DRIVE LATER, WE WERE THERE! ALBEIT ABOUT 15
MINUTES LATE, BUT WE WERE THE FURTHEST AWAY OUT OF ALL THE SCHOOLS. AFTER
BEING SORTED INTO OUR TEAMS, FELIX AND | WERE MOSTLY READY — | SAY MOSTLY, AS
THE MOOT WE WERE GIVEN WAS A BIT HARD TO READ INTO: “THIS HOUSE REGRETS THE
NARRATIVE THAT UNIVERSITY IS THE PRIMARY PATH TO SUCCESS."

SO, UNDERSTANDABLY, IT TOOK US ABOUT 10 OF OUR 15 MINUTES OF PLANNING TO
EVEN COMPREHEND WHAT TO WRITE BUT WE DID HAVE SOME GOOD ARGUMENTS AND
GOOD COUNTERPOINTS, CAUSING MY TEAM TO GET FIRST IN THE DEBATE.

- THE SECOND OF THE THREE WAS ON Al (WHICH CONVENIENTLY CAME UP DURING OUR

FIRST DEBATE AS WELL!). THE MOOT WAS ABOUT THE USAGE OF Al. FOR THERAPEUTIC
AND COMPANIONSHIP REASONS. THIS ONE WAS MUCH HARDER TO FIGHT FOR, AS MANY
ARGUMENTS ABOUT THE UNPREDICTABILITY OF Al. AND THE HIGH STANDARDS NEEDED
TO BECOME A LICENSED THERAPIST CAME UP THAT WE SIMPLY COULDN'T FIGHT
AGAINST. WE ENDED UP GETTING THIRD IN THE DEBATE BUT HAD HIGH HOPES FOR OUR
FINAL ONE, AS WE WERE STILL IN THE TOP FEW.

UNTIL THE MOOT WAS REVEALED TO BE ON K-POP — AND OUR HOPES DWINDLED.
NEITHER OF -US HAD- ANY KNOWLEDGE ABOUT K-POP, SO MOST OF OUR ARGUMENTS
WERE FLIMSY AT BEST, AND ALTHOUGH WE DIDN'T GET OUR RESULTS FOR THE FINAL
DEBATE, WE WERE PUSHED, AND OUR ARGUMENTS CRUMBLED UNDER THE RIGHT
PRESSURE. WE DON'T THINK WE DID OUR BEST.

. ALL IN ALL, WE HAD A BLAST DURING THE VAN RIDES AND A DIFFICULT TIME DURING THE
’ DEBATES, AND | WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND OTHERS JOIN.

-ALEX ATRILL
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_ The Year 10 Project Based Learning class have
Ye ar 10 Art been making relief pieces based on their
research on patterns found in different

cultures .
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fremember. With students first flights, first
foverseas experience it was always going to be
scxciting. Looking back now and reflecting as a

q reformed extremely well loosing one game all

& P [~ §tournament to Southport high who eventually
e =were the champions and undefeated. We
Acreated some momentum and learnt a lot

Zabout our style of play and showed up to

create one of the best day twos I have seen as

=2 coach or player in 20 years of touch . Most
Zimportantly the team were a pleasure to be

saround. They proved to me and themselves
they are warriors and have what it takes to
e %\ . achieve greatness. Working with Tess watts
{ 1- @ il jand Jen fletcher is seamless, they are amazing
v il ‘i- ﬁfl’“ 1 =4 o *’humans and everyday was a pleasure 2025

168
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Asponsors, families, Thames High, the students,
sthe teachers involved. Without you that’s not
. Alex Morrison Coach

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR
AMAZING SPONSORS FOR HELPING
MAKE THIS TRIP POSSIBLE FOR OUR
TEAM! WITH OVER $34,000 RAISED,
WE COULDN'T HAVE DONE IT
WITHOUT YOUR INCREDIBLE SUPPORT.

Proudly Sponsored by

Liddell Building
Astute Consultancy Lid
Business One Limited
Pinnacle Fencing Lid
Travel Insurance Brokers Lid
PAK'nSAVE Whangarei
AJ Construction
VCM Limited
Macleod Family
Wayne’s Automotive
Watson Engineering
Fosters Engineering
PAK'nSAVE Thames
PGG Wrightsons Livestock
Mackenzie Construction
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O TE KAUAERANGA & SPORTS SPOTLIGHT
All comments «
R' l g S; T @ Raewyn Grey
° Y paer y That's great news Ffin.
Well deserved, congratulations A
League Star =
1w Like Reply Hide 0 e Re . TR R
We're thrilled to share that Ffin Owen has
accepted into the Rugby League Juliette Fenamear Jonathan Eleanor Lee
Excellence Programme at Redcliffe State High Wow Fantastic!
School in Queensland, Australia, for 2026. 1w Like Reply Hide @ iw Like Reply Hide @
A fantastic opportunity to pursue his passion Torez Wiperi Karauria Heta Miffy Welsh

and talent for Rugby League through expert
coaching and the school’s strong links with
the NRL Dolphins.

All the best, Ffin — we can’t wait to see what’s
next! -Facebook Post

Te Kure Tuara o fe Eauceranga
1l te pici ik rawa M tr tasouta e e

CONGRATULATIONS
FFIN OWEN

OO 208
dY Like

19@ 24
&> Share

Q Comment

Sheeeet on the way bruv keep
focused my mans @@@

1w Like Reply Hide O
Fiona MacLeod Webster

No one has worked harder on or

off the field -

Well done Ffin seize the day and

we are so proud of you

1w Like Hide

Reply 209
Ruth Howes

Wow Ffin....that's so exciting for
you! Can't wait to hear and see

how it all goes!

Tw Like

Reply Hide O

Frances Donnelly McLaren
Congratulations Ffin

Hide @

Tw Like Reply

Moy Liddell
Congratulations, Ffin

Tw Like See Hide

trapslation

Reply

Michelle Tupper
Home of the Dolphins =

o

Tw Like Reply Hide

Really awesome Ffin.
Congratulations.

1w Like Reply Hide

Walter Wiki
Congratulations Ffin that an
awesome opportunity for you.

@
2
w

1w Like Reply Hide O
@ Lili Hansom
Bloody hell :: congrats Ffin that's
S0 cool &2
iw Like Reply Hide O
9 Steph Pyne
© congrats ffin! %2
Tw Like Reply See Hide
translation o
Q Velma Kopa
Awsome Ffin congratulations to
you
1w Like Reply See Hide
translation o
’- Sandy Good

Congratulations Ffin, so proud of
you. | can't wait to see what the
future holds for you.

iw Like

Reply Hide o

Touch Term 4

We have had an amazing response for Touch
in term 4. With over 70 kids playing touch at
Ngatea this year .

Our 6 teams are very lucky to have some
wonderful coaches .

We are excited for what the game of touch is
bringing to our Kura and look forward to
further developments in the code.

Thames Valley 3x3 JNR Basketball

During week 5 our Junior Boys attend the
Thames Valley 3x3 Basketball Tournament held
at Te Aroha Collegde.

Special mention and congratulations to our
Thames High School Blue team (made up of
Tyron Baker, Eli O’Neil, Tyler Smith and Zak
McNair who finished 3rd overall

The other two teams were close to qualifying
with two wins and 1 loss each in pool play.

Primary Schools Rippa Rugby World Cup -
Sports Volunteers at it Again.

11 of our amazing sports volunteers recently
assisted at the Thames Valley Primary Rippa
Rugby World Cup . It was a great event had by
all.

Thanks to Thames valley for the opportunity.

Sports volunteers are :

Pearl Newton Devon Smith
Archie Stove Jai Bradley

Chris Killian Luke de la Rive Box
Carson Fletcher Jp Green

Jake Sara Declan Fenton

Toby Dryden
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SPORT PRIZE GIVING

On Wednesday, 22 October, we celebrated the
incredible sporting achievements of our
Thames High School students at the annual
Sports Prize Giving. It was a wonderful
evening honouring commitment, perseverance
and teamwork — values that shine both on
and off the field.
Our guest speaker for the night, Michelle
Hayes, began her journey right here at Thames
High School. During her time as a student, she
was Senior Girls Athletics Champion, Vice-
Captain of the Senior A Netball Team, a key
member of the Hillary Team that placed third
at Nationals, and a dedicated competitor in the
Thames High School Road Race Team, which
also represented at national level. Michelle
was — and still is — one of the most humble,
hardworking, and coachable athletes to come
through our kura.
After leaving Thames High, Michelle went on
to study at university, where she faced and
overcame challenges with courage and
resilience. She shared with us that she
struggled with body image and developed an
eating disorder, but through seeking help and
healing, she rediscovered her strength — this
time in the world of CrossFit.
“In recovery, I had to relearn what a healthy
relationship with food and exercise looked
like,” she said. “That’s when I found CrossFit —
a high-intensity sport that combines elements
from weightlifting, ¢ymnastics, running,
swimming, rowing, and more. You train to be
everything, ready for anything.”
Michelle’s hard work and discipline have
taken her to extraordinary heights. She has
competed internationally at the Torian Pro —
the CrossFit World Championship Semifinals
— where she placed 16th in 2023 and 13th in
2024, competing against the very best,
including world champion Tia Toomey. Last
year, she won the New Zealand CrossFit
Nationals and earned the title of Fittest in New
Zealand.
She left our students with two powerful
lessons:
“Number one — confidence is everything.
Learning to back myself and switch off
negative self-talk has been the biggest
contributor to my success.
Number two — how you do anything is how
you do everything. Your attitude and approach
to one task reflects how you approach every
challenge that comes your way.”
We thank Michelle for returning to inspire the
next generation of Thames High athletes with
her honesty, humility, and incredible story of
perseverance.
To conclude the evening, we proudly
introduced a new award — the Thames High
School Sport Team of the Year.
This year’s inaugural winners are the Senior
Mixed Touch Team, who were:
e TV Secondary Schools WINNERS
o Waikato Secondary Schools Regional
WINNERS
e 17th Overall at the Gold Coast Titans
Queensland All Schools Touch Tournament
Congratulations to all our athletes, coaches,
and supporters on another amazing year of
sport at Thames High School.

Sport
Prize Giving




TERM 4 AT TE KURA TUARUA
O TE KAUAERANGA

75 SPORT PRIZE GIVING

Athletics

Old Boys Challenge - Senior Boys Champion

Watkin Memeorial - Senior Boys Runner up

Carswell Cup - Senior Boys 3000m Champion
Rudman Cup - Senior Boys 1500m Champion

Bailey Cup - Senior Boys 800m Champion

Casey Athletic Cup - Senior Boys Sprint 100m & 200m
Galloway Memorial - Intermediate Boys Champion
THS Sports Club Trophy - Intermediate Boys Athletics Runner Up
Miller Cup - Intermediate Boys 1500m Champion

EG Brown Cup - Intermediate Boys 800m Champion
RSA Cup - Junior Boys Champion

THS Sports Club Trophy - Junior Boys Runner Up
Morrisey Cup - Junior Boys 1500m Champion
McLeish Cup - Junior Boys 800m Champion

Buick Cup - Senior Girls Champion

Danby Cup - Senior Girls Runner Up

Darrah Cup - Senior Girls Sprint Champion

Raewyn Cowles - Intermediate Girls Champion
Whiteman Cup - Intermediate Girls Runner Up

Junior Champion Cup - Junior Girls Champion

THS Sports Club Trophy - Junior Girls Athletics Runner Up
Rex Pearson Cup - Junior Girls 300m Champion

Sports Laurel: Half Colour

Thames Valley Athletics- 2nd High Jump, 2nd Discus, 3rd Javelin
Thames Valley Athletics- 3rd 200m, 1st Triple Jump
Thames Valley Athletics- 2nd High Jump, 3rd Triple Jump
Thames Valley Athletics- 3rd Triple Jump

Thames Valley Athletics- 3rd 3000, 2nd 1500m

Thames Valley Athletics- 3rd 300m, 3rd Triple Jump
Thames Valley Athletics- 3rd 1500m

Thames Valley Athletics- 3rd 400m

Thames Valley Athletics- 1st 100m

Thames Valley Athletics- 1st 3000m

Thames Valley Athlefics- 3rd 200m, 2nd 400m

Thames Valley Athletics- 1st 100m, 2nd High Jump
Thames Valley Athlefics- 1st Long Jump

Sports Laurel: Full Colour

Thames Valley Athletics- 1st Triple Jump: WailBoP Athletics-1st Triple jump:

North Island Athletics- 2nd Triple Jump
Thames Valley Athletics-1st 800: WaifBoP Athletics-3rd 800m

Thames Valley Athletics- 1st High Jump, 2nd Triple Jump, 1st Long Jump:

Austin Court
Ffin Owen
Lorenzo Yamamoto
Ffin Owen
Austin Court
Ffin Owen
Isayah Boyd
Walter Wiki
Luca Yamamoto
Isayah Boyd
Archie Stove
Fynn Paki

Jai Bradley

Jai Bradley

Ellie Johnston
Jess Rendall
Jess Rendall
Alzora Taylor
Maia Whitney
Olivia Kenny
Sophia Haakma
Olivia Kenny

Alzora Taylor
Archie Stove
Rocky Tuhakaraina
Maia Whitney

Luca Yamamoto
Jason Prak

Jack McLaren
Lincoln Donaldson
Ben Eady

Lorenzo Yamamoto
Ffin Owen

Jess Rendall
Walter Wiki

|sayah Boyd
Austin Court

WailBoP Athletics- 1st Triple Jump, 5th High Jump: North Island Athletics- 2nd Trie JumpEllie Johnston

Cross Country

Diamond Jubilee Shield - Senior Boys Champion

Thames Goldfields Centennial Cup - Intermediate Boys Champion
Stewart Cup - Junior Boys Champion

Old Pupils Association Cup - Senior Girls Champion

Gwen Brunton Cup - Intermediate Girls Champion

Ann Maskell Cup - Junior Girls Champion

Boys Cross Country Gold Medal - Fastest Overall Boy

Girls Cross Country Medal - Fastest Qverall Girl

Swimming

Australia Cup - Senior Boys Champion

Brownlee Cup - Intermediate Boys Champion
Kings Theatre Cup - Junior Boys Champion
Joyce Cup - Senior Girls Champion

Twentyman Cup - Intermediate Girls Champion
Wilcox Cup - Junior Girls Champion

Thames Valley Secondary Schools Swimming
TV Swimming Champs Intermediate Girls 2nd Overall
TV Swimming Champs Senior Boys 2nd Overall
TV Swimming Champs Senior Boys 3rd Overall
Sport Laurel: Half Colour

Senior Boys 3rd Place Overall

Austin Court

Jack McLaren

Jai Bradley

Jess Rendall
Zara Chamberlain
Sharleigha Burton
Jack McLaren
Jess Rendall

Austin Court
Luca Yamamoto
Nate Whitney
Lexis Rohrlach
Maia Whitney
Chloe Bergersen

Maia Whitney
Lorenzo Yamamoto

Austin Court

Austin Court
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Sports Laurel: Full Colour
TV Swimming Intermediate Girls 2nd Overall, Waikato Swimming Champs

Intermediate Girls 2nd - 50 Backstroke Maia Whitney
10HNE
TV Swimming Senior Boys 2nd Overall, Waikato Swimming Champs Senior Boys 3rd -
50m Butterfly Lorenzo Yamamoto
H2FRG
Hockey
Ison Family Trophy - Most Quistanding Boys Player Troy Costello
AJR Trophy - Most Valuable Girs Player Annie Perrett
Cecila Dunlop Cup - Most Improved Girls Player Eliza Carter

Thames Valley Hockey - 11 Aside Winners

Roman Smith, Sharleigha Burton 9REDW, Chloe Bergersen 10AGM, Laura Elliott 10DMC, Kiera Nunn 10[
Cleo Challis 10HNE, Arabella Hall 10HNE, Jack Smith 10HNE, Miya Costello AIMJR, Eliza Carter D1NNC
Dimple Martin D1INND, Bella Bevan R3ROG, Scarlet Crook ASHAR, Annie Perrett ASHAR, Troy Costello |
Ellie Johnston HIBAV

Wwv”'nm lu r '”HIIH’H]IW

Representative Sport Badge (] ’ fi
Thames Valley U16 Representative Miya Costello ; LR Uk
Thames Valley U16 Representative Troy Costello
Netball

Coromandel Foods Trophy - All Round Excellence in Open A Netball Lawron Waite
Coromandel Foods Trophy - Most Improved Open A Player Chloe Paynter
Fielder Family Cup - Most Valuable Player (Open A) Caileigh Poipoi
Palethorpe Whanau - Wahine Toa Trophy (Open A) Storm Ratima
Thames High School Olsen Cup - Most Promising Junior Development Player Ava McQuarters
Parke Whanau Trophy - Most Improved Development Player Olivia Baines
Thames High School Ruru Cup- Most Promising 10A Player Ruby Te Raki-Coleman
Thames High School Year 9 Netball Trophy - Most Promising 9A Player Silver-Jay Thomas
Thames High School Junior Girls Netball Trophy - Best Junior All Rounder

- Improvement, Attitude & Commitment to team, coach and her netball team Lilly Donaldson
Thames High School Cup - Junior Girl Most Improved Junior Girl Most Improved Lucie Miller
H Stewart Trophy - Services to Netball Umpiring Sapphire Taurua-Stoneham
THS Netball Trophy - Most Improved 10A Player Payton De Thierry
Watts Family Trophy - Best All Rounder 9A Netball Alina Pleydell
Watts Family Trophy - Most Promising Senior Player Lukka McCulloch
Thames Sports Trophy - Most Improved Senior Player Taylor Lamont
Representative Sport Badge

Thames Valley U18 Representative Kyah Lyon
Thames Valley U18 Representative Abbey Mabberley
Thames Valley U18 Representative Ora Wiki

Waihi Netball Assn - Secondary Schools Championship B Grade Winners 2025

Amber Rayment 10AGM, Gwen Kingi 10DMC, Takaimo-Riria Waite H1PRD, Lily McCarthy R1DVY, Lawron Waite
H1PRD, Holly Bradley H2FRG, Storm Ratima D2SCO, Abbey Mobberley H2FRG, Chloe Paynter H2FRG, Ellie
Johnston H3BAV, Caileigh Poipoi R2ALN, Ora Wiki R2ALN

Waihi Netball Assn - Secondary Schools Netball Junior B Grade Winners 2025

Silver-Jay Thomas 9ASLA, Amica Morrison SHEMY, Alina Pleydell 9HEMY, Sapphire Ress 9HEMY, Sapphire
Taurua-Stoneham 9HEMY, Savannah Bevan 9REDW, Neave Merrett OREDW, Lucie Miller SREDW, Nico Roltton
9REDW

Rugby
Thames High School 1st XV Rugby Cup - 1st XV Player of the Year Isayah Boyd
Ricky Lidgard Memorial Cup - Most Dedicated 1st XV Member Danny Topia
Richardson Real Estate Trophy - Most Promising 1st XV Member Harley Harris
Thames High School 4th Grade Cup (U15) - Player of the Year Archie Stove
Thames High School 4th Grade Cup (U15) - Attitude/Sportsmanship & Behaviour to the Team Eli O'Neil
Thames High School Medal - Youth Boys Top Try Scorer Tyler Smith
Vita Dryden Cup - Girls Rugby - Most Improved Player Dimple Martin
Makara Trophy - Girls Rugby - Best Team Player Laura Donald
Kerebs Trophy - Girls Rugby - Most Valuable Player Taylor Menzies
Liddell Building Trophy - Girls - Most Valuable Girls Player Gracie Miller
Thames High School Medal - Most Improved Player Cole Muir
Eketone Family Trophy - Boys Rugby - Back Player of the Year Takalia Turner
Eketone Family Trophy - Forward Player of the Year Max White
Thames High School Youth Boys - Coaches Player of the Year - All round Commitment, dedication to the t
Carson Fletcher
Thames High School Medal - 1st XV Rugby Most Valuable Player Walter Wiki

Thames High School Medal - 1st XV Rugby Best Team Player Tate Leathem
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| Representative Sport Badge

Thames Valley U14 Boys Sirius Wilcox
Thames Valley U14 Boys Toby Dryden
Thames Valley U14, Thames Valley U16 Boys Archie Stove
Thames Valley U19 Girls Takaimo-Riria Waite
Thames Valley U16 Boys Walter Wiki
Thames Valley U19 Girls Taylor Menzies
Thames Valley U19 Girls Laura Donald
Thames Valley U19 Girls Caileigh Poipoi
Football

Thames Soccer Club Trophy - Best All Round Senior Boy Matthew Wilson
H J Maskell Trophy - Most Improved Senior Boy Lorenzo Yamamoto
Thames High School Trophy - 1st XI Boys Football Golden Boot Jack McLaren
Terry Wood Cup - Excellence in Senior Girls Football Jess Rendall
Dovell Trophy - Most Improved Senior Girl Annie Perrett
Thames High School Trophy - 1st XI Girls Football Golden Boot Jess Rendall

Thames High School Football Medal - Best All Rounder - Improvement, Attitude & Commitment to team, «

and football Jessica Arill

Daniel Hewlett
Warren Kidd Trophy - Best All Round Junior Boy Fynn Paki
Thames High School Trophy - Most Improved Junior Boy Daniel Restauro

Joseph Dobie
Sprott Family Trophy- Most Promising Junior Boys Player Fynn Paki
Thames High School Trophy - Best All Round Junior Girl Pearl Newton

Clivia Baines 9HEMY
Kaleb Wynen 9DGDR
Luke Hollis ~ A2ZPHL

Terry Wood Cup - Most Improved Junior Girl

Curnow Award - Qutstanding Effort and Sportsmanship

Thames High School Medal - Best Team Player

Waikato Secondary Schoal Soccer Assn - Junior Boys Division 4 Winners 2025

David Charles 9ASLA, Finn O'Shea 9ASLA, Daniel Restauro 9ASLA, Roy Rettymon 9ASLA, Aidan Tinto 9ASLA,
Alex Atrill SDGDR, Bayley Lee David 90GDR, Declan Fenton 9DGDR, Darcy King 9DGDR, Fynn Paki 9DGDR,
Nikau Racey - Williams 9DGDR, Kaleb Wynen 9DGDR, Luke De La Rive Box-Harison 9REDW, Joseph Dabie
9REDW, Daniel Reber 10AGM, Blake McLaren 10DMC, Wyatt Doherty 10HNE, Luca Yamamoto 10HNE, Jason
Prak 10RWT

Waikato Secondary School Soccer Assn - Senior Girls Division 4 Runners Up 2025

Jessica Atrill D1INND, Dimple Mariin DINND, Arleea Douglas D2SCO, Lily McCarthy R1DVY, Gracie Miller
R1DVY, Bella Bevan R3ROG, Annie Perrett A3HAR, Neka Woolf D2SCO, Armani Parata R2ALN, Jess Rendall
R2ALN, Eliie Johnston H3BAV

Waikato Secondary School Football Association - Girls 5 A-Side Championship Winners

Mia McCaskill 9ASLA, Pearl Newton 9ASLA, Olivia Baines 9HEMY, Chloe Booth 10AGM, Jessica Atrill DINND,
Dimole Martin DINND

Basketball

Shane & Sandy Davis Cup - Most Valuable Senior Boy Takalia Tumer

Thames High School Senior Boys Basketball Trophy - Most Improved Senior Boy Brandon Berger
Boots 'n" All Junior Boys Basketball Trophy - Most Valuable Junior Boy Lyle Owen-Woods
Sterling Huett Junior Boys Basketball Trophy - Most Improved Junior Boy Tyron Baker
Koby Maddren

Thames High School Trophy - Junior Boys Most Promising Player Zack McNair
Fynn Paki

Thames High School Junier Girls Basketball Trophy - Most Valuable Junior Girl Simrat Kaur

Thames High School Junior Girls Basketball Trophy - Most Improved Junior Gird
Thames High School Medal - Most Improved Junior Boys Player

Thames High School Year 8 Participation Medal
Representative Sport Badge
Thames Valley Representative

Jayda Fraser

Tylahzae Feilo-Eketone
Nikau Racey-Williams

Byron Johnson
Jedi Taylor

Boston Graham

Thames Valley Representative Mia McCaskill
Thames Valley Representative Pearl Newton
Thames Valley Representative Olivia Kenny
Thames Valley Representative Zack McNair
Thames Valley Representative Thamenen Kong
Thames Valley Representative Liam Le Roux
Thames Valley Representative Nate Whitney
Thames Valley Representative Devon Smith
Thames Valley Representative Alzora Taylor
Thames Valley Representative Lyle Owen-Woods

Thames Valley Representative

Tyler Smith
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Thames Valley Representative Max White | IIREEEH
Thames Valley Representative Cole Muir
Thames Valley Representative Dimple Martin
Thames Valley Representative Carson Fletcher
Thames Valley Representative Takalia Turner

Thames Valley Secondary School Basketball Junior Boys 2025 Winners

Boston Graham 9ASLA, Devon Smith 9REDW, Tyron Baker 10AGM, Eli O'Neil 10AGM, Koby Maddren 10
Lyle Owen-Woods 10DMC, Wyatt Doherty 10HNE, Luca Yamamoto 10HNE, Jason Prak 10RWT, Tyler S
10RWT, Max White 10RWT

Thames Valley Secondary School Basketball Junior Girls 2025 Winners

Mia McCaskill 9ASLA, Pearl Newton 9ASLA, Olivia Kenny 9DGDR, Narita Veng 9DGDR, Olivia Baines 9
Jayda Fraser 9HEMY, Alina Pleydell 9HEMY, Alzora Taylor 10AGM, Arabella King 10HNE, Simrat Kaur 10

Squash
Sports Laurel: Half Colour
Thames Valley Squash Division 3 Runner Up Felix Milner —_— I-I_'-“-' T
Thames Valley Squash Division 2 Winner Jep Donaldson m‘_“ﬂ' Il f
Thames Valley Squash Division 2 Plate Winner Troy Costello =)
Thames Valley Squash Division 1 Winner Austin Court !‘ ‘
Badminton N T~
Thames High School Badminton Club Trophy - Senior Boys Doubles Champions Austin Court
Matthew Wilson
Thames High School Badminten Club Trophy - Senior Girls Doubles Champions Ellie Johnston
Romie Dargaville Rehua
Thames High School Badminton Club Trophy - Junior Boys Doubles Champions Jack Smith
Fynn Tyson
Thames High Scheol Badminton Club Trophy- Junior Girls Doubles Champions Eva Ellis
Gwen Kingi
Badminton
Thames High School Badminton Club Trophy - Senior Boys Doubles Champions Austin Court
Matthew Wilson
Thames High School Badminton Club Trophy - Senior Girls Doubles Champions Ellie Johnston
Romie Dargaville Rehua
Thames High School Badminton Club Trophy - Junior Boys Doubles Champions Jack Smith
Fynn Tyson
Thames High School Badminton Club Trophy- Junior Girls Doubles Champions Eva Ellis _ i
Gwen Kingi . & .
Sports Laurel: Half Colour I AL ] m” L
Thames Valley Badminton Junior Boys Doubles Runner Up Billy Beaton . ! = I||| '
Thames Valley Badminton Junior Boys Doubles Runner Up Blake McLaren : v
Thames Valley Badminton Junior Boys Singles Runner Up Rocky Tuhakaraina e &
Thames Valley Badminton Senior Girds Singles Runner Up Dimple Martin
Golf
THS Golf Trophy - Best Team Player Jep Donaldson
Volleyball
Thames High School Medal - Senior Girls Most Improved Lianna Sanchez
Jemima Chewe
Thames High School Trophy - Senior Girls Most Valuable Player Jessica Afrill
Chess
THS Chess Trophy - Overall Chess Champion Immanuel Huwald

Sports Laurel : Half Colour
Hauraki Plains Chess Regionals 1st Place

Alex Atrill 9DGDR, Byron Johnson 9REDW, Cleo Challis 10HNE, Kim Ju Taing DINND, Immanuel Huwald
H2FRG, Jay Majurey H2FRG

Rugby League
Sports Laurel: Full Colour :
Auckland Rugby League Winners of the Shaun Johnson Memorial Shield, Counties U18 Rugby League AT SR LELF 10 1| BT
. Ffin Nwan el | . I , ”
I! |
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GOLD COAST
PERFORMANCE

Senior Mixed Touch Team

TV Secondary schools WINNERS, Waikato Secondary Schools Regional WINNERS, Gold Coast Titans
Queensland All Schools Touch Tournament - 17 th overall

Archie Stove 10DMC, Takaimo-Riria Waite, Carson Fletcher HIBAY, Lawron Waite H1PRD, Isayah Boyd H3BAV,
Ffin Owen HIBAV, Walter Wiki R2ALN, Harley Harris D3KMR, Taylor Menzies D3KMR, Ollie Stove D3KMR, Chioe
Paynter H2FRG, Tate Leathem H3BAV, Caileigh Poipoi R2ZALN, Danny Topia R2ALN, Gracie Miller R1DVY

Touch
| Alex Morrison Touch Traphy - Best Team Mates Taylor Menzies D3KMR
A Danny Topia  R2ALN
Y Thames High School Senior Mixed Touch- Most Improved Player Isayah Boyd H3BAV
Thames High School Senior Mixed Touch - Player of the Year Ffin Owen  H3BAV
| Walter Wiki  RZALN
Representative Sport Badge
Thames Valley U16 Mixed (2024-25, 2025-26) Tyron Baker 10AGM
Thames Valley U16 Mixed (2024-25) Archie Stove  10DMC
Thames Valley U16 Mixed (2025-26) Walter Wiki  R2ALN
Thames Valley U16 Mixed, Thames Valley U14 Boys (2025-26) Fynn Paki 9DGDR
Thames Valley U14 Girls (2025-286) Qlivia Baines  9HEMY
Thames Valley U21 Mixed (2024-25) Taylor Menzies D3KMR
Thames Valley U21 Mixed (2024-25) Ffin Owen  H3BAV
Thames Valley U21 Mixed (2024-25) Caileigh Poipoi  RZALN
¢ Thames Valley U21 Mixed (2024-25) Harley Harris - D3KMR

Thames Valley Secondary School Touch Overall Winners 2025 - Senior Mixed

Archie Stove 10DMC, Takaimo-Riria Waite, Carsan Fletcher HIBAV, Lawron Waite H1PRD, Isayah Boyd H3BAV,
Ffin Owen HIBAV, Walter Wiki R2ZALN, Harley Harris D3KMR, Taylor Menzies D3KMR, Ollie Stove D3KMR, Chloe
Paynter HZFRG, Tate Leathem H3BAV, Caileigh Poipoi R2ALN, Danny Topia RZALN, Ora Wiki R2ALN

Waikate Secondary School Touch Overall Winners 2025 - Senior Mixed

Archie Stove 10DMC, Takaimo-Riria Waite, Carson Fletcher H3BAY, Lawron Waite H1PRD, Isayah Boyd HIBAV,
Ffin Owen H3BAV, Walter Wiki R2ALN, Harley Harris D3KMR, Taylor Menzies D3KMR, Ollie Stove D3KMR, Chioe
Paynter HZFRG, Tate Leathem H3BAV, Caileigh Poipoi RZALN, Danny Topia RZALN, Gracie Miller R1DVY

Gymsport

Sports Laurel : Full Colour

Qutstanding achievement in Gymnastics for 2025 Ellie Johnston

Cricket

Sports Laurel: Full Colour

Qutstanding Achievement in Womens Cricket for 2025 Jess Rendall

Tennis

Sports Laurel. Half Colour

Thames Valley Tennis Champs 2nd Place Junior Boys Singles Fynn Paki

Thames Valley Tennis Champs 1st Place Intermediate Girls Singles Jodie Louden

Thames Valley Tennis Champs 2nd place Senior Girls Singles Greta Burba

Thames Valley Tennis Champs 2nd Place Senior Boys Doubles Troy Costello
Austin Court

Thames Valley Tennis Champs 1st Place Senior Girls Doubles Brooke Muir

Annabelle Hulchinson-Wong

Motocross

Thames Valley Motorcycle Club Trophy - Most Improved Motocross Team Member Jack McLaren
Thames Valley Motorcycle Club Trophy - All Round Sportsmanship — Contribution and participation in THE
Motocress Team and achievement at a reasonable level Jack McLaren
Sports Laurel: Half Colour

GNCC Round 2 - 2nd Place, Woodhill Cross Country - 1st Place U16, Enduro Under 300CC - 2nd Place

Mountain Biking

Sports Laurel: Half Colour

Whangamata MTB Enduro - 2nd Fastest Rider Overall, 1st Place U17 Jack McLaren

Boxing

Sports Laurel: Full Colour

North Island Golden Gloves Nationals - 2nd Place Overall Cameron Killian

Adventure Racing

White Family Trophy - For most valuable team member demonstrating outstanding commitment, skills an

as chosen by the Hillary Adventure Racing Team Alzora Taylor
Luca Yamamoto

Hinds-Haye Family Trophy - Adventure Racing Most Improved Toby Dryden

Sports Laurel: Half Colour

Whangamata 6 hour Adventure Race 4th Overall, 1st Senior Mixed Austin Court

Martial Arts

Sports Laurel: Half Colour

Brazilian Jui-itsu - Silver under 76kg Mens Division Matthew Wilson

Service to Sport

Acknowledging the time, effort and support you have given to Spart at Thames High School and the Thames
Community. (Year13)

Daniel Hewlett D25CO, Harley Harris D3IKMR, Taylor Menzies D3KMR, Troy Costello HZFRG Austin Court,
H2FRG Abbey Mobberley H2FRG, Matthew Wilson H2ZFRG, Laura Donald R2ALN, Caileigh Poipoi RZALN, Ora
Wiki R2ALN, Ollie Stove D3KMR, Lexis Rohrfach HIPRD
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AMP Trophy Colin Barlow AMP Cup Head of Sport 2025

Best All Round Contribution to Thames High School Sport

Sport Volunteers
Your contribution 1o sport within cur Kura is much appreciated

Declan Fenton SDGDR, Phoenix Horton 80GD, Darcy King 9DGDR, Nikau Racey-Williams 9DGDR, Sapphire
Taurua-Stoneham SHEMY, Nate Whitney SHEMY, Savannah Bevan 9REDW, Jai Bradiey 9REDW, Sharieigha
Burton 9REDW, Luke De La Rive Box-Harison SREDW, Toby Dryden SREDW, Oliie Louden SREDW, Lucie Miller
SREDW, Jake Sara SREDW, Devon Smith 9REDW, Tyron Baker 10AGM, Eli O'Neil 10AGM, Archie Stove
10DMC, Rocky Tuhakaraina 10DMC, Tyler Smith 10RWT, Dimple Martin D1NND, Carson Fletcher H3BAV

Coaches and Managers - Without your support, patience and love of the game,

our sport would not be possible - Nga mihi

Caileigh Poipoi RZALN

ATHLETICS TIC f Coach Jen Fletcher
BASKETBALL TIC Tess Watts
Senior Boys Coach/Manager Luke Hale
JNR Girls  Coach/Manager Phill Taylor RUGBY
Junior Boys Yr8 Coach/Manager Shannon Paki /Annalese Nair 1st XV - Combined
Junior Boys Yr 10 Coach/Manager Phill Taylor /Kelly Carter Youth Girls
FOOTBALL TIC Kiryn Curnow U15 Youth Boys
Senior Boys Coach/Manager Kim Court
Senior Girs Coach/Manager Xavier Brown /Rechelle Rendall RUGBY 7s
Junior Boys  Coach/Manager Shannon Paki Michael Dobig SNR Boys
MOUNTAIN BIKING Coach / Manager Chris Harison /Rod Edwards /Lisa Bamett Open Girls
GET2GO TIC/CoachiManager  Rod Edwards /Lisa Bamett INR:Boys
GOLF TIC /Manager Rod Edwards TENNIS
HILLARY CHALLENGE Coach Rod Edwards TDI-IICH
HOCKEY TIC Alicia Costallo / Pauline Managh SNR Mixed
Boy/Girls Coach/Manag G Taylor /Pauline Managh TV JNR BOYS
NETBALL TIC/PIC Tess Watts TV.JNR GIR_LS
Open A Coach/Manager Teresa Taurua / Kelly Tauroa /Tess Watls Year 10 Girls
Open B Coach/Manager Karen McCulloch Year 9/ 10 B?YS
Yr10A Coach/Manager Rose Corbett /Elaine Tukuitoga Year 9 Girls
Yr9A Coach/Manager Kelly Tauroa /Bernadelte Parke VOLLEYBALL
JNR Deve Coach/Manager Ora Wiki /Abbey Mobberiey /Nena Richards E Sport/VR

Ffin Owen, Caileigh Poipoi, Isayah Boyd

TIC Jen Fletcher
Coach/Manager CAS Coaches
Coach / manager Jon Liddell

Coach/Manager Brad Morehu /Wiremu Eketone /Vita Dryden

Michelle Mahaolland

TIC Jen Fletcher
Coach/Manager Geb Owen /Walter Wiki
Coach/Manager Jon Liddeli

Coach / Manager Brad Morehu

PIC/Manager Shannon Paki (Pauline Managh

TIC Tess Watts /Jen Fletcher

Coach/Manager Alex Morrison /Jen Fletcher /Tess Walts

Coach/Manager Torez Wiperi Karauria Hela

Coach/Manager Shannon Paki

Coach | Manager Wayne Wilney 3

Coach /Manager Tyron Baker -

Coach / Manager Shannon Paki %“-

TIC/Coach/Manager Alicia Coslello /AJ Caigoy “
e

TIC Jesse Watson /Alicia Costello

Austrahan
Maths
Tournament

Founded in the early 1970s by Peter O'Halloran,
the Australian Mathematics Trust (AMT) began
with a vision to enhance mathematics interest
and capabilities among students.

On Wednesday 7 August, several Thames High
School students competed in one of their
online competitions.

All students received a certificate according to
the criteria below.

Participation: is awarded to a student who has
participated in the competition and received
no higher award.

Proficiency: is awarded to a student who has
received a pre-set score and received no
higher award. Students who achieve
proficiency have demonstrated competency in
mathematical problem-solving to Australian
standards.

Distinction: is awarded to a student who is in
the top 20% of their year and region (25% for
Senior division) and has received no higher
award.

Congratulations to the following students:

Year 10

Felix Milner - Credit Award

Maia Whitney - Proficiency Award
Lilly Donaldson - Proficiency Award

Chloe Bergersen - Participation
Chloe Booth - Proficiency Award
Yuzuki Nomura - Proficiency Award
Amber Rayment - Proficiency Award
Amisha Thayyil - Proficiency Award

Year 12

Eliza Carter - Proficiency Award
Immanuel Huwald - Credit Award
Anja Watling - Proficiency Award
Abbygdail Patterson-Proficiency Award
Musa Ndlovu - Proficiency Award

Year 13
Palarry Rous Proficiency Award

Based on Shakespeare text

I don't love you because of what I see but my
eyes spot flaws as clear as it can be,

Still my heart can't resist loving what my eyes
mainly miss,
Your voice is not like music, it's more like
noise,
your touch is not my choice,

Nothing about you dives me the chill but my
silly heart just won't behave,

It keeps chasing you like I'm a slave,

It doesn't care if it's dumb or wrong but it's
stuck on you and holding strong,

at least in this mess is what I gain,

the one who makes me sin brings me pain.

Faria Fahim Year 10

In truth, I do not love you for your face,

My eyes observe each flaw you cannot hide,
The crooked smile, the tired eyes,

The way your hair falls out of place,

My ears are filled with lust, hating the way
you sang,

Yet in your laughter I find my joy,

Your kindness, a warmth that never fades,

A light that guides me through the darkest
days,

So though your face may not align,

It’s in your soul I find the grace,

Julieanna Sem (Year 10)

I don’t love you, but you love me.

It’s quite the catastrophe.

Though your beauty looks like art, and your
smile shines like stars in the dark.

I cannot love you, try I might.

It just doesn’t seem to sit right.

You ask me why.

I have no clue.

Why does my heart not beat with the same
feelings as you.

I have no interest in love or creating life.

So I'm starting to think I might be broken,
because I can’t put my heart out in the open.
Maybe I'll find the one, or maybe there will
never be one.

So maybe one day I'll die alone, in my small
but cosy home.

Ethan Coombes (Year 10)

o o 1 1o 1o
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By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA -
q love of reading was fostered " [ ﬂliﬁm
rough Ruth Howes' early \ 1 Y T
experiences of being read to asa
child and alzo receiving a book in
every Santa sack.

It was the early spark that
fuelled the Thames High School
librarians’ passion to see students
connect with books. It's what
makes it all the more meaningful
as the librarian prepares to finish ]
'm ﬁﬁlﬁmﬁﬁg ﬁ . ! The Thames High School Chess Club.

school nd settle in at

tion.
school, who later became dux, she

The librarian told The Profile
she loved when she could see “the said. Another was when she took
a group of students to a chess

lizght being tumed on™ as students
g Irlﬁ tournament and said she came

hooks that grabbed
their attention. home “feeling very appreciated”™.
Ruth started out her career, not “Being a sh persun rt wa.-! hard

as a librarian, but as a head kin- o put m out there
c'lﬂgartenteacher at Tairua Kin- ﬂu'ﬁk#thﬁﬂ hely ‘rjmse types
arten. “T then had seven years of students to they can do

an;ﬁ]un,g, Ruth said.

tea ing English to [ages] three to
“T was never sure about work-

seventeen-year-olds in Singapore

and Kuala Lumpur.” ng with teen but
When Ruth and her husband, renl]seclthat were [ike four
Wayne Howes, shifted back to year olds |_w|1|3_'|_]ust had a bigger
wi\:rnzee:land]a: Eﬂiﬁﬁ?ﬁ After 10 years of dedication, the Thames High School librarian Ruth Howes leaves a well-read legacy. Photos: SUPPLIED mﬁfden;ﬁ]higg‘;‘ufﬁl looked
at Moanataiari Primary Schaol, “Unfortunately, she passed school.” niche within the library. Having forward to was a bit of “me time”,
she said. away and I sumasxfulb' applied The library was a space where these students reach their goals private tutoring and hooking up
Ruth decided to upgrade for the role as librarian at THS.” she helped to facilitate the school's  and succeed in all they do was the caravan to the ute and travel-
diploma of early to a When Ruth joined Thames chess club, and also where sheled  fantastic.” ling, she said. But the legacy she
Bachelor of Teaching, majoring High in 2014, she recognised stu-  the librarian club. It was hard for Ruthto pickjust  hoped to leave behind at Thames
in Professional Education, she dents she taught hack m kinder- “Some students needed aspace  one proud moment from hertime  High was that everyone felt wel-
said, and while she worked on the garten, she said, to feel safe. These few became at es High. “I don'thave one  come in the library.
upgrade - she said she was asked “[1] felt very privileged to see student librarians and it [the club]  proud moment - there are many,” “Libraries don't have tobea
to relieve the librarian at Thames  them at the beginning of their soon grew,” she said. she said. quiet space. They should be a
High School who was on sick school and to see them reach their Student librarians are incred- One moment was when she space where everybody and any-
leave. potential and leave secondary ible and each has their own little helped a student from a home- body feels welcome.”
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FAREWELL MR MACKIE

THE WALLEY PROFILE

By DAVIDDA HIKATAMNGATA

e number one Ewan
,I‘n t-Mackie ho;?;nﬁjs
m ”ﬁ;%“?“m shout b
IS & (] ai
The 65-yvear-old ﬁnstanl
head of department for science
at Thames School told The
Profile laughter was a constant
feature in his department.
°] am surrounded by amazing
and cheerful department mem-
bers. The support we get and give
S cach e L i &
When it came to the students,
he S!i]d it “fills me with pride” to
see their care and acceptance,
It rerninds me that in spite of
|:rruch nepigm'e media, our youth
a.reeape ofsolmamaangslu']ls

b

Ewlmul-h! ackie

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

AL 'i’nsnr_; FEATURE

“incredibly  satisfy-

and humbling” moment was
1.'. e1 scientist at Auckland
Medical School Professor Maurice
Curtis acimm-:led% Ewan as the
hiology teacher who started him
on his career journey, he said.

It wasn't hard to see - Ewan’s
dedication to his role and his stu-

ts was unmistakable.

One of the preatest lessons
E:l.'\:iﬂerI said heaie;lmeﬂg::} from his
students was t the strer%;b

L

It se:s rhe tone as the dedi- With his year-11 1 to stand up for
cated educator, who i one of the scierfce class. RIGHT: mo ‘P pecna]lg.'
school's ].DIIE'EST. teachdof Ewtan with science “ile.l:l \t}il ED.H:I.ED[I.E
ers, prepares to retire at the en achers. v freated”.
the school vear, Photas: SUPPLIED “Students don’t always get it
mai\l;mmm High i aIS.';El here his daj lived, Something tha ud teach @Emmmm Ebﬂt
er at in late 5 ter liv teacher moments. vou have to n
January 1988. Apart from a vear he saud. I love the bush and sea, curredto Ewan n‘asﬂnefadﬁewas pT\‘rhm 1 was recovering from Ewan said he looked forward to
off in 2006 to study pukeko DNA, and have enjoyed th 'D-uthh&m now teaching grandchildren of his  major heart surgery a couple of having time to read, learn a new
aterm off in 2019 folook after his  in Thames.” In recent vears as a earherstudeuts His teaching style  vedrs ago, I discovered that mv  instrument, exercise, and catchu;
father when his mother passed horticulture teacher, Ewan said it hadchzmgedm u'-'er vea.rs cardiac care nurse was an ex- stu w:thfa:mh and rest In retirement.
away, and six months off in 2022 was wonderful to see the 15- and dmtﬁmumx}ummhmlo%‘ As his time at Thames High will
fo]]m heart surgery - “T have  16-year-old boys race off to the leamad ﬁ'om teachmg the gtand who had so0n come to a close, he leaves b-e—
t mnesmaelhm n in order to eat their ne\\"h of some of his current stu- desmptmns of my tl'treey‘ear—ol& huind not just lessons, but a legacy
E grown radishes, carrots and ts, he said. ter'shsartmﬁgm,aﬂdshz The message hewanted tos
Et-ran at was the T still get a luck out of “As a result, if there is anything to go into cardiac care.” with the school community was
of'l'h.amﬁ 1o Auckland r my current stadents like orappre.  Ewan said his daughter was aap’cumc] ma quoteht %Ir:ae.rt Ein-
“hen he was involved in regular own ciate about me as a teacher, born with a patent ductus arterio- that counts
sports such as underwater hockey, and make should thank their grand pa.rems.’* sus [PD-%.}, which is a congenital ¢an be munted, not every-
and later the proximity to Tau- sense It was fair to say he had a few  heart defect. thing that can be counted, counts”.

Cleo Challis, Alzora Taylor and Amber Rayment
J (all Year 10) interviewed Mr Mackie about his
time as a teacher here:

Mr. Mackie began teaching in 1988. He took a
one-year break in 2006 and is retiring in 2025,
marking 36 years of dedicated teaching.

He says he will miss the students and staff,
- describing them as “good people.” He also takes
pride in seeing how successful his horticulture
students have become over the years.

Mr. Mackay has loved all of his ropu classes,
noting that each group is very different, but he
has cherished them all.

His dream of becoming a teacher started back
in the 1970s when he was in Year 12. His goal
has always been to make the world and the
next generation better educated.

Funny memory: “One weekend, I came in to
prepare my classroom and'decided to refill my
water pistol, not realising the water had been
turned off. Semehow, I forgot to turn the tap
off, and the next morning I was shocked and
embarrassed  to find the janitor cleaning a
flooded classrgom!"

THAMES

4 BCHOOL
mmwneﬁ HOOKEY

Advice for the mext generation: “Be honest
with yourself and show respect for others”

By: Cleo Challis
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Tanliah: “Ask a lot of

\ Laura: "Enjoy i while  guestions, Aot hold
Ora: “Have fun, you're it lasts vourself back.”
only Sixteen once. T

TamiMana: "Don't fall

lzzy: “Make use of every opportunity, i in et quickh”

Eylul: You'll get over it eyen if it's ot your first choice.”

Pavelyn: Year 12 is where - Lexi Sign up for everything
gEa ‘ﬂ'lfM@S count $o bchr‘C because it's hdm!a; todo it
Kayla: “Don't stress out, then have fun! Make the - whenyou're older.
CVCWI.V@ will be five , [ust wmost of every
have fun and take every opporfunity you're

opportunity. given
Naowi: “Don't worry about
& . what people are thinking
Palarry “ou're Were  Aunabelle: “ave fum about you because they
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g start looking ahead and Ava: “Don't let
Matthew: Don't take prepare now tHan 1o look friendshi D group
[ife too seriously, back and regret later” drama consume you
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SENIOR PRIZE GIVING

We're so proud of our incredible students for
their effort, achievement and dedication this
year! Congratulations to all of our award
recipients for 2025.

Principals address at Senior Prize Giving:

Téna koutou, téna koutou, téna koutou katoa.
Nau mai, haere mai ki Te Kura Tuarua o Te
Kauaeranga.

Nga mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa.

Welcome, once agdain, to our guests, kaimahi,
taiohi, and whanau.

While not physically represented tonight, I
would like to acknowledge our tertiary
partners — the University of Waikato,
University of Otago, and University of
Auckland — who have awarded scholarships
being presented this evening.

Thank you also to all staff involved in the
mahi behind the scenes: selecting recipients,
preparing certificates and trophies, and
managing all the details that make this
evening possible.

Our school vision is:

Kia kotahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te
taumata — We grow together to achieve one’s
true potential.

Tonight, we celebrate those who have shown
dedication and perseverance to achieve their
potential across learning and other pursuits.
We recognise excellence, diligence, and
achievement in academic study, sport, the arts,
culture, and service to our school and
community.

Special thanks to all students, parents, and
friends who have given their time to coach,
manage, and lead the activities that make our
kura such a vibrant, enriching place to learn.
Each award presented this evening reflects
the support and encouragement of our kaiako,
teachers, whanau, parents, and peers.

To those being recognised, please take a
moment to thank your teachers and whanau
for their unwavering belief in you.

We are also grateful for the service and
commitment of our School Board. Their
governance and dedication to our school’s
vision and mission continue to guide us
forward.

To our hardworking teaching and non-teaching
staff — your tireless efforts are the
foundation of the success we celebrate
tonight. You go above and beyond for our
students, and it is deeply appreciated.

Continued on next page
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SENIOR PRIZE GIVING

Staff Farewells

I wish to acknowledge the service of several
staff members who are leaving us at the end
of this year.

Mr Clive Nixon, after seven years as our ESOL
teacher, is retiring to return to travelling and
his passion for the classical world. Clive has
supported our international students both
academically and pastorally.

Mrs Ruth Howes is also retiring, after 11 years
at Thames High School. Ruth, thank you for
your dedication, professionalism, and the
warmth you have brought to our kura. You
leave behind a legacy we are truly grateful for.

Mrs Kiryn Curnow, after a year of
refreshment leave, is moving to Auckland to
be closer to whénau. Kiryn has diven 17 years
of service to our school. Her dedication to
teaching Biology and Science, and her
contributions to football and the wider life of
the school, have enriched the lives of many
taiohi.

Mrs Frances Crooymans, after eight years as
our finance and payroll administrator, making
sure everything adds up, and staff all det paid,
is retiring.

Mr Ewan Grant-Makie is also retiring at the
end of the year, after an extraordinary 38
years of service as a teacher of Biologdy,
Science, and Horticulture. The farewells later
this term will, no doubt, be poignant as we
acknowledge the lasting impact Ewan has
made on generations of students and
colleagues.

To all our departing staff — as you move on to
new opportunities, we wish you and your
whanau every success and happiness.

Closing Reflections

A heartfelt thank you also to our senior
student leaders. Your leadership has
strengthened our school spirit and set a
strong example for others to follow.

As we reflect on this year’s journey, let us
remember that success is not measured solely
by awards — it is found in the resilience,
integrity, and commitment to learning that
shape who we are and who we aspire to
become.

To those concluding their time at our kura,
embrace the next step with confidence. As
graduates of Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga |
Thames High School, you carry forward the
values and aspirations of our community. The
friendships formed here, the challenges
overcome, and the successes earned will
continue to shape who you are — and who you
will become.

To every young person here tonight: your
unique strengths, determination, and potential
inspire us all. The future is yours to shape.
Wishing you all the very best as you prepare
for study leave and your upcoming exams. Give
your best effort, knowing that — whatever the
outcome — your future holds bright
opportunities.

Nga mihi nui, me te timanako kia angitu
koutou katoa.
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Téna koutou katoa

It's a privilege to be here on behalf of the School
Board of Trustees, some of which are also here
this evening to acknowledge and to celebrate the
achievements of these, our students, the
dedication of our staff and the steadfast support
of our whanau and our wider community.
Tonight marks a moment of reflection and pride
for what has been accomplished and what lies
ahead. To you, our students, thank you.
Congratulations. You have worked hard, adapted
to challenges, shown determination, creativity,
and courage. You've balanced study, sport, work,
and friendships, and you've done so in a world
that has changed faster than ever before.
Whether you're receiving an award tonight or
simply completing another year, you have
achieved something significant.

To your parents, caregdivers, and families, thank
you. Your encouragement, patience, and belief
can carry these young people further than they
often realise. Behind every success is someone
who cares, who listens, and who believes that
they can do it.

To our teachers, support staff, and leadership
team, this award acknowledges  your
professionalism, your resilience, and your
unwavering commitment to these, our students,
you do more than just teach subjects. You shape
lives, and you do it with heart.

Here in Thames, we know the value of
perseverance. Ours is a community built on hard
work, connection, and care. A place where people
look out for one another. That same spirit runs
through this school. It's not just a place of
learning, it's a place of belonging.

The values taught here, respect, integrity, and
service, are the same values that will carry our
young people through the rest of their own lives.
These are the quiet strengths that make a
difference. Showing up, following through,
helping others, and striving to do what is right,
even when it is difficult.

To our Year 13 students, as you prepare to leave
Thames High, know that you carry this
community with you. Whatever direction you
take, university, work, trades, travel, or service, I
encourage you to go with confidence.

You have been shaped by a town and a school
that values character as much as achievement,
and kindness as much as success. You will

definitely face new challenges, but you will also |

discover new strengths. Trust them. Stay
curious. Keep learning. Wherever life takes you,
remember that this will always be your place. A
place that is proud of you, and will always
welcome you home.

From the heart of the hall, I want to thank
everyone who has contributed to another
successful year at Thames High School. Our staff,
our students, our parents, and our community.
Together, you have continued to build on the
legacy of a school that has served this region for
over 140 years.

Congratulations to all our prize winners, and to
every student who has gdiven their best this year.
We are proud of you, and we believe in you.

May you go forward with hope, with purpose,
and with pride.

- Board of Trusties Chairperson
Reverend Brendon Wilkinson
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YEAR 11 DISTINCTION

AWARDS
Raelin Alvi
Health

Bryce Chaffey
Furniture

Mathematics w Statistics

Zara Chamberlain
English

History
Mathematics
Science

Jemima Chewe
English

Music

Science

Miya Costello
Science
Devnarayan Don
Physical Education
Science

Arleea Douglas
Horticulture

Tyrah-lee Feilo-Eketone

Art
Blaze Houghton

Mechanical Engineering

Lily Hudson
Fabric & Design
Science

Taylor Lamont

Mathematics w Statistics

Te ao haka

Eli Lester
English
Dimple Martin
English
Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering

Physical Education
Frankie Merrett
Art

English

Health

Physical Education
Gracie Miller
Physical Education
Jonas Patrman
Furniture

Zaydee Prasad
Music

Karamea Racey-
Williams

Art

Fabric & design

Mathematics w Statistics

Jake Robinson
Furniture

Mathematics w Statistics

Takalia Turner
Horticulture
Chevy Wileox
Food & Hospitality
Science

Sophie Whyte
English

History

Science
YEAR 11 FIRST IN

SUBJECT AWARDS
Jessica Atrill

I* in: English
Distinction in:

Yr 12 Chemistry
Digital Technologies
Diontay-Rain Corry
¥ in: Furniture
Distinction in:

Food & Hospitality
Ngila Courtney

I in: Art
Distinction in:
Geography

Ben Eady

I Equal in Music
Jack McLaren

I in: Mechanical
Engineering
Winner of the Jack Price
trophy for Top Boy in l
Year 11 for Physical
Education

Distinction in:
Geography

Tré Paki

I in: Horticulture
Marilyn Simon Joseph
I*in: Food & Hospitality #.
I in: Health Science ’
Distinction in:
Geography

Science

Rupali Singh

I in: Mathematics w
Statistics

Disitinction in: Drama
Dean Strother

I* in: Drama
Distinction in: Art
English

Mathematics

Science

Reana Taverner

¥ in: Te Ao Haka
Distinction in: 1
Mathematics w Statistics
Trisha Twigley
Winner of the
contribution to Troupe
trophy

Distinction in: Drama
Ai Watanabe

I in: Mathematics
Distinction in: Art

Te Ao Haka

THE FOLLOWING
YEAR 11 STUDENTS
HAVE ACHIEVED A
FIRST IN SUBJECT
AWARDS IN TWO
OR MORE SUBJECTS
IN 2025

Aly Mobberley

I* in: Fabric & Design

I® in: Te Reo Maori
Winner of the Turoa-
tuaiti trophy for
Excellence in English by
a Maori student
Distinction in:
Mathematics
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Kim Ju Taing Lucy Wong

I* in: Digital Art '

Technologies Visual Art Design

I* in: Physical Yukako Yoshima

Education Mathematics

Winner of the Edwin
Brown trophy for Top
Girl in Year 11 Physical
Education

Distinction in: English
Geography

Level 2 Mathematics

Science
Eliza Carter

I*' in: Geography

I* in: History

I Equal in: Music

I* in Science

Winner of the WH Baker
cup for

Top Student in Year 11

Winner of The 1955 pupils Distinction in:

75" Anniversary cup for
Top Academic
Performance in Year 11
Winner of the Ricoh
Award

for Scholastic Excellence
in Year 11

YEAR 12 DISTINCTION
AWARDS

Carla Chaffey

Te Reo Maori
Scarlet Crook
English
Horticulture
Evelyn Darwall
Art

Health

Lexi Dinneen
Physical Education
Lian du Plessis
Physics

Tayo Elusanmi
Mechanical Engineering
Ffin Owen

Elevate

Ben Fitzgerald
English

Food & Hospitality
Tourism

Coby Franklin
Outdoor Education
Yukina Hosono
Mathematics w Statistics
Taiga Neufeld
Chemistry

History

Pyper Liddell
Horticulture
Music

Outdoor Education
Kyah Lyon
Physical Education
Shannara Smook
Art

English

Ashton Takiwa
Gateway

Neka Woolf

Classical Studies by Online

Learning

YEAR 12 DISTINCTION
AWARDS

Alisson Agudelo Posada
Iequal in: Food &
Hospitality

Distinction in:
Mathematics w Statistics|
Tourism

Holly Bradley

I in: Art
Distinction in:
English

Physical Education
Leah Comrie

I Equal in: Drama

Food Hospitality
Music

Romie Dargaville Rehua [
I in: Te Reo Maori
Distinction in:
Mathematics w Statistics
Visual Art Design

Lexi Dinneen

I in: Health

Yukina Hosono

I* in: Music
Distinction in:

Level 2 Mathematics w
Statistics

Charlie Lyon

I in: Mechanical
Engineering

Abbygail Patterson

I in: Geography
Distinction: Mathematics ]
w Statistics

Annie Perrett

I* in: Physical Education
Winner of the

Thames High School

PE Trophy for Top Girl
in Year 12 for Physical
Education

Distinction in: English
Jack Robertson

I Equal in: Drama

Tai Roberts

I*" in: Horticulture
Lincoln Rodgers

I* in: Outdoor Education
Winner of the

Thames High School

PE trophy for Top

Boy in Year 12 Physical
Education

Alison Tomsett

I in: Visual Art Design
Distinction in: Biology
Geography

Winner of the Photolife &
Award
Anja Watling
I* in: Biology
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THE FOLLOWING YEAR 12
STUDENTS HAVE ACHIEVED

A FIRST IN TWO OR MORE
SUBJECTS IN 2025

Simon darwall

I* in: Chemistry

I** in: Mathematics w Statistics
I* in: Physies

Distinction in: Mathematics
Joe Hayward

I* in: Gateway

I* in: Trades Academy
Distinction in: Mechanical
Engineering

Brooklyn Jiang

I* in: Digital Technologies
Winner of the Corinthan
Masonic Lodge prize for
Public Speaking in Year 12
Distinction in:

Biology

Chemistry

Mathematics

Lorenzo Yamamoto

I* in: Biology

I in: English

I* in: Level 3 Mathematics
with Statistics & Modelling
Winner of the

Thames High School SRE
Poisson Statistics Cup for
Top Year 13 Statistics Student
Distinction in:

Chemistry

Physics

Immanuel Huwald

I* in: Level 3 Chemistry

I* in: History

I** in: Level 3 Physics

I* in: Mathematics w
Statistics by Online Learning
Distinction in: English
Winner of the

James Bruce rophy for

Top Student in Distance
Learning

Winner of the Ricoh
Award for Scholastic
Excellence in Year 12
Winner of the Bowater
Award for Creative
Excellence in Science

Winner of the Romola
m Catran Cup for the
Most Valuable Senior
Debator

Winner of the Poulgrain
Cup for Top Academic
Performance in Year 12

STUDENTS UNABLE TO
ATTEND TONIGHT BUT STILL
RECEIVING CERTIFICATES
ARE:

Jaden Fulton
I Equal in: Food & Hospitality

YEAR 13 DISTINCTION AWARDS

Troy Costello

Mechanical Engineering
Harris Elliot-Hogg

Music

Winner of the Baxters Interior
Limited Cup for strong leadership
and school values in the Music
Department

Tahliah MeCaskill

Biology

Geography by Online Learning

YEAR 13 FIRST IN SUBJECT

Austin Court

I in: Mechanical Engineering
Distinction in: Mathematis w
Statistics & Modelling
Physics

Izzy Fitzsimons

I* in: Music

Winner of the Furth Cup for
Performing Arts — Music
Akeira Houia

I* in: Te Ao Haka

Mathematics w Statistics & Modelling winner of the Walter Taipari

Emma Marr

Art

Chemistry

Mathematics w Calculus
Taylor Menzies

Elevate

Health

Brooke Muir

Geography

Karin Noge

Winner of the Thames High School
International Trophy

Chloe Paynter

Outdoor Education

Caileigh Poipoi

English

Health

Physical Education

Storm Ratima

Te Ao Haka

Pavelyn Rous

Biology

English

Psychology by Online Learning
Tamihana Timothy

Food & Hospitality

Shiloh Vila-Fountain

Gateway

Matthew Wilson

Elevate

Mechanical Engineering
William Wilson

Drama

Takuya Yamashita
Mathematics with Calculus
Ora Wiki

Winner of the Corinthian Masonic
Lodge Prize for Public Speaking in
Year 13

STUDENTS UNABLE TO
ATTEND TONIGHT BUT STILL
RECEIVING CERTIFICATES
ARE:

Ellie Johnston

Fabric & Design
Photography

Physical Education

Memorial Prize for contribution
to Kapa Haka

Annabelle Hutchinson-Wong

I* in: Geography

Winner of the Boots ‘n all Cup for
Excellence in Geography

Tupaea Moanaroa-Te Kata
Winner of the Tupper Trophy for
Senior Learning support

(their perseverance, attitude and
resilience are an inspiration to
others)

Danny Topia

I in: Gateway

THE FOLLOWING YEAR 13
STUDENTS HAVE ACHIEVED A
FIRST IN SUBJECT AWARDS IN
TWO OR MORE SUBJECTS IN 2025

Naomi Hinton

I in: Art

I* in Drama

I* in: English

I* in: Psychology by Online
Learning

Winner of the Furth Cup for
Performing Arts — Drama
Winner of the Mackwell Ovation
Trophy for Outstanding
Contribution to Performing Arts
Lexis Rohrlach

I* in: Health

I in: Physical Education
Winner of the Kelly Cup for Top
level 3 Health Student

Winner of the Ray Garrett Trophy
for first in Physical Education
Year 13

Ollie Stove

I in: Outdoor Education
Winner of the Wintec
Adventurer’s Cup

Palarry Rous

I in: Mathematics w Calculus
I* in: Photography

Winner of the

Thames High School SRE Euler
Calculus Cup for Top Year 13
Calculus Student

Winner of the Boyce Cup for Top &

Science Student
Distinction in: Chemistry
Physics

RICHMOND MALLORY TRUST
WRITING COMPETITION

I’' Eylul Tosun

2™ Jessica Atrill

3" Pavelyn Rous

SENIOR SERVICE AWARD
Senior Service awards
recognise individuals who have
made that extra effort across
the school and/or community.

Austin Court
Joe Hayward
Ollie Stove
Ora Wiki

HOUSE LEADERS 2025

Abbygail Patterson - ADAMS
LEXIS ROHLROCH - HOULT
TAYLOR MENZIES - DORRINGTON
Brook Muir - RUDMAN

HOUSE SHIELD WINNERS

Board of Trustees Student
Representative — 2025
Palarry Rous

Head Boy

(the Lions Club of Thames Head
Boy Trophy)

Harris Elliot-Hogg

Head Girl

(the Lioness Club of Thames
Head Girl Trophy)

Izzy Fitzsimons |
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3 Dux for 2025

Furth Cup for Performing Arts
B -Drama

> ZA w} Mackwell Ovation Trophy

For Dutstanding Contribution to Performing Arts

| Pak'N’'Save Award
_ Buslness One Trophy 2025
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Tor Greatest All Round Contribution to team

Milford Foundation Scholarship

Waikato University Ko Te Tangata
- Scholarship

Waikato University
Accommodation Scholarship

1*in Art = 1"in Drama = 1" In English ~
1" in Psychology
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ISAYAH BOYD

Stephen Hadley Award

Most Outstanding Sporting Achievement
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& in any field

PALARRY ROUS

Promme Accessit to Dux for 2025

SRE Euler Culculus Cup

for Top Vear 13 Calculus Studex

Boyce Cup for
Top Science Student

University of Auckland

1" In Mathematles with Calculus ~ 1%in
Photography ~ Distinction in Chemistry Physics
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ELLIE JOHNSTON

Stephen Hadley Award

Maost Outstanding Sporting Achicvement

'« Maureen Coakley Cup

M Eest All-Round Girl in Spart 2025
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" ANNABELLE

Class of 1992
Leavers Cup
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FFIN OWEN

McConnell Cup

Best All-Round Boy kn Sport 2025

Bruce Belk
Memorial Cup 2025

for owtstanding academic & colteral success.
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Milford Foundation Scholarship
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 AVA ARNOLD

Toyota Scholarship
for 2025

Tor working hard academically & demanstrati
ol ik S PUrSIts, i

Eylul’s writing
Ist place for

COMPETITION

oim'ilg» ‘Pplugged in

 more used to it n now. Eshould ve thmwn t]te phota\ﬁ'ame away.
__Bmken. sze me. S’ull here. S'nll smndmy Because mathers

felt llke I was-.reachmg ‘Mike. But I wasn't. And no mattef how neat g ﬁ» /
smooth I press zt...I can't brmg hlm back So I ﬁ’lded :t’ slowly.-Pldeed tt in 4

"I'won’t know how to answer. Iz

RICHMOND MALLORY TRUST WRITING

Ja brokmpzpture ﬂ'}m’té.- ‘The. smell pfwann cqtton*anq ‘dust filled
n the iron as usual, without thinking. Mike’s blue shirt, =the one h
is_]dst bu'thday, : ,u‘.las snll in ’the baskgt."f p.wked ll‘ dtrgerftly as if 1 could reach him. It smelled

— _._.x?} CO“ f;ﬁahoﬂﬁ
AUSON TOMSETT

Photoilfe Award

‘Outstanding Visual Art & Design

1 2
b4
.
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‘EYLUL TOSUN

Stephen Bowater
Memorial Scholarship
2025

lnr demmuuung pereonnl quakities in reasonable balanee

 sell-organisation, soctal
surm\nlsﬂinm ush.

Te Rangatahi e ranga
i nga tira Award

For commitment 10 Te Ao Miord & contributing to the Miori
conmundty st Thames High School

Folded Silence
Eylul Tosun

In this piece I chose to explore the
emotional weight and quiet resilience of
Doris Von Erich, a mother from The Iron
Claw, directed by Sean Durkin. I was drawn
to her silence not as an absence, but more
of. an expression of deep emotional burden.
Doris is someone who does a lot, but says
little. Through my writing I wanted to look
into the hidden burden of being a mother
and the silent sacrifice in the family
through her perspective. I wanted to write
my writing shortly after Mike’s death,
because it is a breaking

point for Doris. She has already experienced
the loss of her eldest son and David and
now witnesses Mike’s death. There is grief
that accumulates. Instead of showing this
through her anger, I chose to focus on
exhaustion. Doris has no energy left for
rage, not even toward herself. In my view,
this matches with the quiet strength her
character represents.in.the:film. I wrote
this piece in past-tenseto show Doris’s
sense of looking back and processing things
that-she can no longer change. This gives
room.for regret and questioning. I tried my
best to. create an essential expression
through-symbolism. One of the most
important.symbols in this piece is the
broken-photo frame. This frame both refers
to the.scéne-in the film of Mike and Doris
and-alsosymbaolises that the family unity is
noutirreparably -broken. Another symbol is
the-act-of ironing-Mike’s shirt. Doris
continues.-her-duties-even after her son
dies:-Ironing-the shirt-helps her to feel a
little closer: to.Mike:"There is a contrast
bettween the. warmth-of the shirt and Mike’s
absence..The-physical warmth is still there
but emotionally, everything is.cold. In this
part I'wanted to-clearly.show: the inner
world.of Doris: stuck-between. love.and
desperation:-My-goal:if. this monologue was
to draw-a

picture of-Doris’s pain..A-pain-that:is.told by
her silence:
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Jessica Atril
—— . 2nd place for :
Statement of intent: I am writing a creative ) Ao “'RICHMOND MALLORY TRUST WRITING A0 bt

piece about the experience of heading y : - COMPETITION - 0 o . 5
towards an inevitable future you don’t want
to come true. This scenario is based off of a
scene in the book Skulduggery Pleasant:
Dark Days and takes inspiration from the
main character Valkyrie Cain’s experience.
The purpose of this piece of writing is to
make the reader feel unease, dread and
helplessness. Some language features I used
were similes, metaphors, short sentences,
repetition, alliteration, and rhyming.

The house was silent, yet the air was filled with an anezent murmur. Wh:spers ofold lwes :
radiated from the dilapidated furmshlngs. Desperate groans caused by my every mouement sent

"shudders through walls cracked and peeled like dehydrated lips. ‘Windows stood ﬁuctured and
ﬁssured with patterns as captivating and intricate as the spiderwebs that danced and’ hung ﬁ-om

“ the ceiling like deeoratt%ns A slice of time ldy captured in the open-cabinets and set table, in’ o
' preparation for an oceasion that never had the chance to pass. The couches remembered where -
the father used to sprawl, where the dog took its daytzme naps, where the mother read her book
as she watehed her toddler find its feet. Doors stood- aJar like urtﬁmshed thoughtsl This house
didn’t seem abandoned, merely waiting for the presgnce and care of an owner. I ventured = -‘_-.-

further. Each step I took left imprints in the perfeetly undisturbed blanket of dust ‘carpeting the

floor. I was heading for a door, that I wasn’t sure I wanted to open. Standing. untouched by -
memories, bare of use and.out of' place. A /misplaced note:in the melody of a song. I reached: Out
for the door handle. My hand froze centimetres away as I felt a warmth throbbing ﬁ'om the = -

- brushed copper. It wasn’t a homey warnith, not as if you were stttmg by a fire'on an icy winter
evening, but the heat of a fresh scrape, the frietion of unwanted contact. Yet my hands were
Jrigid and any warmth was better than none. The hinges shrieked with elation as a pathway

previously untouched was now open and unfolding. I inhaled: the musty mould and mildew and
took a lungful of memories with me as I stepped over the threshold and into ‘the room- :

Tendrils of time swirled around me like smoke as. the door shut behind-me, plummeting the room
into a void of darkness for a fietion of an instant until the space was illuminated bya seemmgly
‘sourceless shine. ‘Doors covered every inch of the room, ﬁttmg and moulding together likea
melted Jjigsaw puzzle. Some bent unnaturally into doughnuts, others disregarded proportions as ift
- reﬂeoted in a funhouse mirror, and the most terrifying stretched far into the non-existent ceiling
where even the sourceless illumination couldn’t reach. Doorhandles protruded like open
handshakes, endless acquamtances wamng jbr somebody to take their outstretched palm and
invite them inside. I stepped backward, my hand outstretched behind me, trying to welcome the
 feel of the warm and familiar copper handle. Instead, it found no purohase as. my._foot caught a
sinister hooked doorknob and I fell backwards. Before I knew what was happening, golden
* threads shot from the unending darkness above like a sparkling meteor shower and flooded " .
through keyholes and cracks like a sunset-stained tide. My ankles and wrists were bound as the
threads spread up my body like a disease. They whispered around my ears, vibrating as if bemg
plucked like a harp, but instead of a ‘ealming melody, all I could hear was an amalgamation of
noise as if’ euery voice, every life, was being projected at the same time. In front of me, a door
angrzly slammed open as I became a passenger, on the train of threads, foreing me in a direction
my whole being screamed to resist. I pulled handle after handle,xbeggmg for any other path to
take, but no door heard my cries. Perhaps they were placebos, nothing but lllusions }Iallow
promises that stood only to decorate the bare path of the future. o AR ¥ '

Up? Doum" Where? Here? '."here" I-umtlwr sk_y Welcomed ground —A elty My ezty People My
people. My ﬁ:lmlly My ﬁ'lends Here AR A : e e

{6y )
®i.Gone. The sky shattered befbre it fell bleedmg darkness and crackmg the elouds that plummeted
to earth ln a doomsday meteorsshower. Buildings morphed, collapsed inside themselues like dymg
¢ stars. The ‘earth snapped, cracked and bubbled. Folded, twisted, fused into a skeletal mess, peeled '
L& grotesquely like skin from bone. Guttural groans, cacophonous cries. The sun burned brighter,
& < casting shadows that mutated into 1mposs:ble angles, creating mountains, monsters, a plague that
rantidak ¢ % framed the dissolution of the world. Colours left. Monotony ﬁ)llowed as the sun gave one last

membayg 5’ &

B ‘&rg‘:‘:l‘:’magmzakan :,\ S explosion of life before flickering in defeat. The laws that held the world together collapsed as in
es ASINg-ma A e
du\.ld“"d‘\ ‘ampég;;’?ngt::dend?iﬁ ~ _ap’ | the singularity, surrounded by bent chaos, was where 1 stood. I was the singularity. I was the

ueit . end. The last grains of time fell between my ﬁngers as euerythlng ceased to exist.

Gt X

wwwwww
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Eli Lester
3rd place for
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&5 ey

“'The ﬂoor is packed The seats are ﬁlled “The energy in Spark ‘Arena that

‘night could have‘powered the city for years. Murmurs of anticipation. |

' fill the venue as fans wait for the coming show. Aﬁer the electrie set
"liy the open:ng band who happened to be local, the room was' steadtly
; waltmg ﬁ:r any mdlcatlpn of the start, A sea of bl black and green Jackets .

fills the space; every black Jacket is adorned wlth . red duct tape. and

- -every green jacket i is.adorned with yellow E'uez;ywhere I'saw a symbol
“a bold vertical line, a.dash, and a forward, sldsh, all enuelbped ina

. circle, all the same bold red. It was a signal of their place i m thls

} commymty Eueryone was ready for'a night they wouldn&#ss-t ﬁxrget

The crowd is suddenly s:lent Ouer the loudspeaker, three words are '
played. “What&#39;s Your ETA". Euez;yone in the arena screams the' -

 same thlng in unison. “Two miftutes”. The audtence gaes wild, The

qrena erupts into loud cheers that shake the building. Some grab at

each other in pure exmtement. Others Jump. in ﬁlace as' adrenalme

' ,rushes through their uelns A sea of phones rzses above the crowd, -

] 'awamng the first. notes to play on time;:the l:ghts go‘out, and after a

‘beat, a smgle F note plays, jbllowed by the same note an octave hlgher

. going berserk ouer hts presence Lyrlcs rarig through the arena

-Sahlo Folina”

To maylfivuereompensate" 3 5

_-tandem wth him. The man, dfter

repeating in a steady rhythm. The erowd realises that the sho*u is-:

llf'et:me ¢ WV

.' Video clips of qutures, dragons, and mysterlous men in redeloaks are -

shown on large sereens.on either side of the stage. Red lights beam on
the drumset as the drummer, Josh ‘appears from thin: air, pummehng
the drum heads.with the force of t two planets collldmg, the erowd -

%

v C'reated This W_or_ld_

To feel some coptrol
Destroy it if I

So I sing Sahlo Folina.

: - 3

A

The music breaks down as an ‘0wl emerges from the darkness, so_aring
from a piano, launching itself into the air before landing on the stage"

. floor. A'mask covering all his ﬁzce except for one pill- shaped hole in the - 9"
. middle. A big red multi-patterned stripe ripped down the'grey fubric of . ¢ #gan’t chonge _wM% W‘U“ don

the mask, Jrom the temple to the neck. He struts around the stage.
Taking in the cheers and. praise from the audience. He picks up a
mzcrophone, 1ts Mad, glowmg a dmgy neon yellow, and starts to mp

“Earned my strzpes

Three hundred: tracks in! -my Ad;dasn'ack Jacket
\Bless your-éar holes while yqd react, actmg '

1'“"

Gobsmaaked won&#ss-t hes:tate

D00 ¢ . .h

1.

1‘he erowd rqps alongszde thg (!wl. lfttnng euery word emetly in

to hold him aho’de the ground bth fée& and contmues his song. The

RICHMOND MALLORY TRUST WRITING

e

“and then walks away Two Jnen suddenly come,,onstage and couer htm

g

‘with a large sheet The man yamshes, and 'the llghts go ou‘f u.uth a thud
‘Fans anticipate what will happen next. Suddenly, the Owl appears in'
the rafters, and a spotlight shines upon it. The erowd goes balltshc, i %
eheermg about the magic they saw in ﬁ'ont of their eyes, The owl -
stands there Jfor.a moment befo__re eontinuing his song, the. erowd
prauiding gang -vbcals:to -compleméht_ his"_e_motional sing".tng_._'_"._-_ SR

mE?

.-|:1

z -

“(Whoa, oh-oh) and now I'Jﬂ'§f Sit in szlence'
(Whoa, oh- oﬁ) and now I just at' .
(Whoa, ohroh) and now 1 just sitin sllence' 1
(tha, oh-oh) and now 1 just sit m'szlenee'- I
(Whoa, oh-oh) and now 1 just sit in stlenée' “r
(Whoa ohxoh) and now I JUS(' s:t'" S HARY

Ay

| 4 1\

“At'the sudden elxmax the Owl remoues hls mask reueahng '.'yler, the
other mastermind behind | :

| the music. The crowd explodes wlth energy as he stands there He*then

- about to start. Twenly ﬂne nlots ‘were about to gwe the experlence o_f a .
: emotlonal screech: bj'the lyri

‘, V;cathurtrc releasa'sof emotz 7
mto an. assortment ofsori 5.-LO

" can’t break down (Ooh-oohwooh-ooh) '

:g while; 10alks:to-the:barrier between ;
" him and thé‘pxmted mob; of fans: ._H‘g elimbs-the. rmhng ‘and gets the mob 1 don't wanna be here, 5 d""'t 'wanna be here” '

_fans go erazy, )llgh"ly intpressed by: this danger.aus stunt. The Owl then

_~The next few sonys go pas like a}uhtrlwmd‘ thefcrowd only more

leaves the ﬁms.td return to. the stage, where he Settles at a piano.

L]

: energzsed Then, uﬁera,peﬁomdnce of one of their older songs, The

0wl walks closez“'to a euﬁaera, showmg hls eyes in the pill-shaped slit,

puts the mic back to"his'
‘mouth; and with the, )
word emphas;sed thha

gtexti S'ome in. the, czpwd

s*tart ﬁ-esh ne

- The owl starts playmg
hammers his floor toms, ‘the:
..sound ringing out like war drums t'
" hyping themselves up for an ' LS
adrenaline-filled song; the crowd now has:e
small country for centuries. : . 4 e
As lyrics appear on the large screen beh;nd them, : ¥

“Strmd up. su"aight.now (Ooh-o0h-00h)

Graduate now. (Ooh-ooh-ooh{

The erowd sings along, one ‘third screaming. i the words, the next
ehantmg in the background wzth the last third domg both. The song

. turns'to a recountmg ofa u;gumatlc experience, slowing down, the ..

- erowd singing the emotional lyries,'some not understandmg ‘the wezght
of theiwords coming out of their mouth. -
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CREATIVE WRITING

With curiosity, I walked outside home
towards my yard. The morning sun gleamed
through the tall coconut trees, brushing the
yard with soft, golden rays. The yard
breathed with the scent of damp soil,Mango
blossoms,Jasmine and Hibiscus, heavenly.

Next to the little part of the yard where we
grew yam and pumpkin. I saw my
grandfather Olive skinned with light brown
eyes, with a smile on his face. He stood
there holding his iron spade with a wooden
handle, the metal head sunk into the soil,
his lungi(Lungi a casual garment worn
around the waist mostly by men in South
India) slightly tucked, as if he was ready for
another morning of work.

He walked confidently, shoulders back, face
lifted, like he belonged to the land. He is

Eli Lester

3rd place for

RICHMOND MALLORY TRUST WRITING
COMPETITION

generous, funny, loving and helping: He'ig
the kind of man people respect and love.
Appu (grandfather). saw,me. Good morning!
He called out loud; warm-hearted and
happily. 1t was 9:00am. It is the first
weekend of my school holidays.

A special weekend. I was so excited-to-help
him but as always, when I reached for the
spade, he said “You are just a kid you’ll det
tired!” I whimpered. He never let me do any
sort of heavy lifting, no matter how many
times I asked. It was so annoying but,
somehow caring.

I helped my grandfather harvest the fruits
and spices we had watched grow over
months.I plucked deep purple mulberries,
my fingers stained with their juice. My
brother and grandfather cut down a huge

Jjackfruit. Meanwhile, I picked. up ‘soft
chikoo’s from the ground. After, me and my
grandmother carefully uncurled-the.vines of
black pepper. The strong earthy aroma-of-the
black pepper awakened niy. senses.

Later; we:sat-in the shade; me, Ahmamma
(grandmother). and-Appu.(Grandfather).-He
talked ‘endlessly, telling stories. from when
my- mother and. my: aunt were young; teasing
and-laughing:
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& FOOD FABRIC AND DESIGN

Furniture
Student
Sculpture

Hard
Materials

We have had a fairly successful year in the
Hard Materials and materials processing areas
in the Technology Department this year.

Year 9 Materials Processing Technology have
been given the task of making a Trebuchet and
the challenge of making their Trebuchet throw
a pingpong ball the furthest. They made a
standard trebuchet design and needed to
design and make the throwing mechanism.

Year 10 Materials Processing Technology have
been making a range of projects and boxes
which can house a blue tooth speaker unit.

Level 1 Furniture Making experimented with a
range of materials and then used the results
of this to design and make sculptures which
showed their understanding of one of the
Matriki stars. They then completed several
BCITO standards and made a tool box from
wood and other materials.

L3 Mechanies
students making
hangl baskets

Level 2 and 3 Furniture Making completed
BCITO standards and made cape cod chairs.

Level 1 Mechanies students have developed a
range of engineering skills and used these to
make a engineers parallel clamp and other
projects.

Level 2 and 3 Mechanies students have made
working compressed air engines, weather

Mechanical
Engineering
Projects

'rrades Automotive Students

veins and a passive phone speaker. Some
students have gone through the process of
making Hungi Baskets for the school.

-HoD Hard Materials
Stephen Slaney

Hospitality Level 1 (HOS1)

Level 1 Hospitality akonga have
been busy this year—producing
soups, sauces, cakes, scones, and
sponges, and serving delicious
hot finger food. Along the way,
they’ve strengthened their |
understanding of food safety and
safe  knife-handling practices.
Hospitality equips students with
valuable life skills
transferable, work-ready skills

they can apply in many future Hospitality Level 2 / 3 (HOS2/3)
pathways.

Our Hospitality 2/3 akonga have
been busy this year—producing
delicious baked cakes, biscuits,
slices, sponge, breads and
muffins. They have served
expertly made espresso coffees,
cooked their own preserves, and
prepared  delicious  gourmet
sandwiches for customers.
Students have catered for school
events as well as individual
requests, and achieved so much
more!

year,

Food Fabric & Design

Fashion and Textile Design Level
1 (FABI)

Get ready to be inspired by our
Level 1 Fashion and Textile Design
young designers. Throughout the
akonga have explored
cultural and personal identity to
create unique applied design |
techniques that personalise and §
elevate their garment designs.
Fashion and Textile Design offers
valuable life skills, guiding
students to develop authentic *
design solutions for an
individual, whanau, or their
community while engaging with
culture, identity, innovation, and
sustainability. These valuable life
skills strengthen and enrich any
future pathway.
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STUDENT SUCCESS: IZZY & NEKA

& LEAVERS DINNER
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By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

’-[‘he of dance is somethin

that hel uﬂs Izzy Fitzsimons an
Neka Woolf express what they
feel. The Thames High students
told The Profile it was a good way
to channel their emotions.

Sixteen-year-old Neka said
dance taught her strength and pa-
tience.

“I've always found it really hard
to talk about anything to do with
my feelings and emotions with
people, so dance has always been
my way of expressing those emo-
tions without having to talk
about them.”

For Thames High head

irl 17-year-old Izzy,
ﬁ'lre said };f]?: loved im-
provisation where she
could just “make it up
as you go along”.
I feel like it's such
a human IE{I)(m Otf};::é
pression, like no
can really match it
And it's like athletic-
ness and like the art
form.”

It's what makes their re-
cent news a significant mile-
stone.

The dancers have been accepted
into the New Zealand School of
Dance and will head there in early
2026 to begin their courses.

, who has danced since she
was four years old, said this time
last year she wanted to do a Bach-
elor of Physics at University, but

Leaver’s Dinner

-« this year she realised
_"" she should “follow my
passions while I can”, she

said.
The young dancer also sang and
layed the bass gmtar “T've always
ﬁ:ved performing”, she said.
She planned to major in con-

temporary dance, but will also
take several ballet classes aweek.
She was nervous to leave her

i

lzzy Fitzsimons and Neka Woolf earn spots at the prestigious New Zealand School of
Dance for 2026. INSET: Neka Woolf. RIGHT: lzzy Fitzsimons.

home in Thames but also grew u
in Wellington so “it’s kind of l_hke?l
going back home”, she said.

One thing Izzy 'looked forward
to learning in the course was cho-
reography, which would be a “cool
career path”, and one choreo
Bher she looked up to was Hofesh

hechter.

“I know especially in second and
third year you do a lot of work on

Photos: SUPPLIED

that [choreography].”

According to the young dancer,
who also taught at Thames Hau-
raki Dance Theatre (THDT): the
dance world was small.

A familiar face and former
THDT friend Liarah Anderson,
who will be starting her second
year at the NZ School of Dance,
was set to be Izzy's new flatmate,
she said. Another THDT friend,

Kolbie Fraser, will also study bal-
let at the school.

Year-12 student Neka, who was
also part of the THDT family, said
she started to dance as soon as she
could from five vears old.

‘T was inspired by my older
sister who also did dance, and by
growing up around dancers and
wanting nothing more than to
be like them.” The moment she
found out she was accepted into
the school to major in contem-
porary dance, she said: “1 felt like
there was a doorway opened that
could give me a whole new life”.

“The opportunity means every-
thing to me. It's a chance to leave
mfvu] ometown for a fresh start
while doing something I love. The
school of dance is also a great start
to a life in performing arts like act-
ing which I'm interested in.”

Some of her dance goals and
dreams were to possibly join a
dance company and be able to
travel around the world for dance,
she said.

“T've always been obsessed with
the ocean and music and being
able [to help] people ever since I
was small so opelgll} y some of m;
interests will cross paths one day.

Her advice for other students
who wanted to chase their artis-
tic dreams was to “keep pushing”
and “take every Spnrtumty they
are given”, she sai

“[Do] not let anyone tell them
who they are or what they can A2
with their talents.”
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauc ear 13 Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kaugeranga
Thames High School 5 Thames High School

Back Row: Harley Hards, Chioe Baynter, Pavelyn Rous, Caileigh Peipoi, Annabele Hulchinsan-Wang, Troy Pascos, Tamibana Timathy
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga ) Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Writers' Club
Thames High School =04 Thames High School 2025

Back Row: lizy Flzsirmons, Ore Wik Povelyn Rous
Frant Rew: Eylul Tesun, Laxis Rehriach, Jasmine Yerke {Teacher). Annaobslle Budchinson-Weng, Brooke Mulr
Absent:  Tahlioh McCaskill

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Wai-Bop Athletics Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Volleyball - Senior Girls
' - i 202
Thames High School o Thames High School =

Back Row; Lomenzo Yomometo. Jack Mclaren, Ausfin Court Back Row: Tyrch-lee Feilo-Ekelone. Sophie Whyle, Jemima Chewe
2nd How:  luca Yomamato, Lincoln Donaldson, fason Frak, Archie Stove Front Rew: Chevy Wilcex, Honoka Okawa, Miya Cestelio, Ayoka Tomatsu, Kim JuTeing

Front Row: Moka Whitney, Wether Wiki, lsayah Beyd, Flin Cwen, Aliora Taykar Abserd:  Roelin A, Jessica Alill, O'Shynn Fowler-Reynslds, Dirnple Meriin, Zaydes Prasod, Lanna Marie Sancher
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. ol o, G000 301 048
L o000 301 02 -



THAMES HIGH SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOS

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Vocal Ensemble Be ¥ e Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Violin and Guitar
==y Thames High School 2025 | : Thames High School 2025

Back Row: Neka Weoll, Fyper Liddall, Shannara Smook:
Frent Row: lazy Fitisimans, Maoml Hinten, Harns Bikol-Hogg

Absent:  Ben Fitagerald, Sophia Hogkma . Joyme Jamiesan-Shaw, Era Lester, Zaydes Prased, Skylor Swindells, Alzora Taylor Fresent: Luce Yormamete

Absent: Sophlo Haokma
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga TV Touch Junior Boys
Thames High School 2025

Bock Row: Lucle Miller, Olivia Lamant Back Row: Wyot Dohedy, Rocky Tuhakaraing, Bi O'Neil
2nd Row:  Avo MeGQuarters, Uniguawa Reynolds-Kakin, Lilly Donaldion, Meoio Whitney Front Rew: Tyler Semith, Tyron Baker, Max White
Front Row: Sapghine Ress, Clivie Kenny, Ruby Te Rekl-Caleman, Gwen Kingl. Shaiiegha Burtan Absent  Jol Bradiey. Toby Dryden, Deckan Fenton, Dorcy King. Thamenen Kong, Liam Le Rowx, Fynn Pakl, Jake Sara, Deven Smith,
Absent:  Sowannoh Morgan-Bevan, Sopphire Tounva-Sloneham Kane West, Nate Whitney
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga TV Tennis ) TeKuraTuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School 2025 5 Thames High School

Bock Row: Nova Sawyer, Maio Whilney
Back Row: Kiera Nunn, Luke Hollis, Matthew Wilsen, Loura Elilott Frant Row: luca Yomamato, Austin Coud, Loxis Rohrach
Fromt Row: Auslin Cour, Brooke Mulr, Jap Dongldsen. Annabelie Hutchingen-Wong, Troy Costelio Alsent:  Naole Whitney, Lorenze Yomamolo
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School

Bock Rew: Jep Doncidson, hiayah Boyd, Troy Costello, Austin Coun

2nd Row:  Tale Leathem, Chiistepher Killan. Archie Slove, Maflhew Wilson

Front Rew: Ollle Stove, Uncaln Denaldson, fwan Du Flessls. Danlel Burchell. Fiin Swen

Absent:  Horley Harris, Lty McCaorhy, Gracke Miller, BeSia Bevan, Annie Perelt, Milla Sawyer, Taj Shitwastow

Bock Row: Declan Fenton, Blake Mclaren, Toby Dryden, Tylahzoe Fello-Ekefona, Thamenen Kong, Darcy King, Cliver Loudan
Ind Row:  Mate Whitney, Qlivia Lamont, Archie Stove, Laura Elliett, Fynn Tyson, Tack McNalr, Rocky Tuhakaraing
Frent fiow: Kigra Munn, Uniquewa Reynalds -Koki, Simrat Kaur, Maia Whitney. Bva Ellis, Uiy Donaldson, Gwen Kingl
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TV Sguaish
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Present: Tray Costello, austin Courd, Jep Denaldsan
Absant Elle Johnslen, Felix Milner

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School

Back Row: Lerenza Yomamele, Blaze Houghlen, Ausfin Court

2nd Row:  Maftthew Wilion, Cole Muir, Jack Mclaren, Flin Qwen

Frant Row: Llly Donaldson, Luke De La Rive Box-Harlsen, Sharllegha Burlen, Jal Bradiey. Clivia Lamont

Apzent:  Tora Chambesian. Elle Johnston, Olivio kenny, tessica Rendall. Arwin Ressa, Milla Sowyes, Deven Smith, Amitt Thayyil
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Tutoring
Thames High School 2025

Back Row: Troy Poscoe, Kaylo Speed, Noomi Hinton, Brookiyn Jiang, Shonnara Smock
Ind Row:  hizy Fitzsimons, Ellza Carar, Kim Ju Taing. Tahlioh McCaskill
Front Row: Eyiul Tosn, Annabelle Hutehinson-Weng, Palamy Reus, Pavelyn Rous, Cra Wiki
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E=e=s Thames High School = Thames High School
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Absank  Dyban Carnaran, Kiva Cleanvater, Hadey Hanis, Ellie lahnten, Camesren Kilan, Jay Majurey, Albay Mobbersy, Chles Paynter,
Taj Shitwastew. Denny Tepla, Takuya Yemeshila
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Thames High Scheool Thames High School

. Baock Row: Waller Wiki. Cllie Slove, lsayah Boyd, Tate Lealhem, Archie Stove
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Thames High School 5 Thames High School

: Comson Aefcher

ten FHetcher (Manager), Harley Hamis, Danny Topla, Tessa Watts { Manager)
t Jep Donaldson. Isayah Boyd, Wolter Wikl Flin Qwen. Brannan Riness

Tefle Lecthem, Archie Slove, Talan Topéa, Takalka Tumer
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Tume, Baysh By, lop Donbdien

phatelie 0

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
es High School

Back Row: Naoml Hinken, Sophis Whyle
Frent Rew: lazy Fitzsknons. Cleo Challls, Palarry Rous
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Meakayla Ladbras k Tobe Lacthem, lly McCarty. Geacie Wiier. Balln brven, Aman Parka
Senchez, Boslon Savage, Clile Sove. Danny Teala, Waber Wi, Chavy Wikex

nt Volunteer Ar

Student Council
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga

Felix Milner. Immanuel Huwatd, Alex Afrill
Jessica Ahill, Devid Chesles, Byron Jahnsen
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School

«Cekerman, Gianni Hetamird, Taalah Esyal Wison, Geaham Beslan
ks, Joryda freser. bybiia Willsughiby, Tylaheae fede-Eelens, Semhine fauua. Somham. Pesd MeWs®. Teby Dryden
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. Losaral Talor. Ky paibah Trevey. Sonry.

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kaugeranga
2025 Thames High School

Back Row: Iara Chamberlain, lay Majuwey, Ruth Howes (Teacher)
Fronk Row: Tora de bo Rive Box-Horsen, Annc Dobie, Tamihona Timathy. Sophis Whyte, Eliza Cartar
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Sports Lec
Thames High School

Fin Qwen, Caleigh Polpel, Isayah Soyd
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Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Senior Nei
Thames High School '

H

Back Row: Luktka McCulloch, Ora Wikl Olivia Lamant, Abbay Mabbarley, lsabalia MeCulloch
nd Row:  Karen MeCulloch (Coach), Nova Sowyer, Rafima Stom, Lawren Walte, Takaime-Rina Walte, Tersea Tourea (Coach) Flin Owen, Tesse Walts, lsayah Boyd, Collelgh Foipet

Front Row: Holly Brodiey, Amber Roymend, Caleigh Folpol, Chioe Poynter, Gwen Kingl
Capprigh 00501 049

Saprgt PheloLibe wenphelele.conz D0 301 40

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Senior Lea
Thames High School

Bock Row: Tohlich McCaskil, Taylor Menzies, Caleigh Peipol
3rd Rew:  Avstin Courl, Brackiyn Jiang, Lawrsn Wate, Kayia Speed, Abbay Mabbartsy, Remie Dargavile Rehua, Palamy Reus, Tray Costells ::”""' ::: :;::‘:m‘:‘:ﬂ:;ﬂ:::x: ‘K'l";*’l":"‘l‘-r"::":; :r:‘ ;::;:;:‘:::;{_m"
2nd Row:  Mille Sowyer, Fiin Owen, lizy Filzsimons, Heeis Ellie-Hogg, Ora Wik, Isayah Boyd, Abbygail Pattersen - . - 3 S 5-K ol
Fronk Row: Eyiul Tosun, Neka Woall, Fovelyn Reus, Jen Flstchar, Arnabelle Hulehinson-Weng, Laxis Rehroch, Braske Muir

. i Fistolife 1z 0600 501 043
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THAMES HIGH SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOS

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School

= Thames High School

Rugby Youth Boys U
2

Back Row: Michele Mulhsliand (Manager), Tylchzae Fello-Eketene, Nete Whitney, Cole Mulr, Ell O'Nell, Kingsten Morehu

2ne Row:  Wiremnu Eketone {Coach), Tyron Baker, Tyler Smith, Corler Hogan, Fynn Tyson, Toby Dryden, Brad Marehu (Ceach)

Front Bow: Hunder Bedl, Tre' Pakl. Max White. Archie Stove [Captain), Corson Fletcher, Tokolla Tumer. Rocky Tuhokaraing Back Row: Takamo-Risia Walte, Alla Guptill, Caileigh Polpol. Jen Fetcher
Front Rows Tayler Llamont, Taylor Menzies, Novo Sowyer

Absent:  Joke Sarg, Deven Smith, Tailon Topia, S Wilcox
Capprgnt PholoLite weenshalelli. 20 201 240
gl Frsin 2000 501 042

N

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kaugeranga Rugby Youth Boy Lz Rugby Ist XV Tikapa
2025

s 1hames High School

Basck Row: Fiin Cwen, lsayah Boye, Brennan filness
Front Rew: Harley Harls, Donny Topéa, Waller Wikl

Back Row: Rocky Tuhokonsng
Royal Dean, Tate Leathem

2nd Row:  Tylar Smith, Fynn Tysen, Kingston Morehu, Bl O Nell, Brad Morehu
Absent:

Fronf Row: Taby Crycen, Tyron Baker, Archie Stove, Max White, Note Whitney
Cappright Phoiolite wew ghatsife conz 0000 507 040

Sappget PholoLie wewshalslie.conz D990 307 G40

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Piano Duo - Eliza & Anna
25

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga ;
Thames High School == Thames High Schoal

Hanoka Ckawa, Ayaka Tomatsi Eliza Carter. Anna Dobie

Cappigle Phatels 2000 201 50



THAMES HIGH SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOS

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Netball Year 10 A L Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Netball ¥
g==5 Thames High School 2025 5 Thames High School

Back Row: Laura Ellof
and Row:  Rose Corbetl (Coach), Anelan Bennett, Paylen De Thiery, Baine Tukuitoga (Manager) o
E v L ‘ - _ is, ity D Back Row: Sliver-lay Thamas, Lucie Milker, Arlca Marmizon, Kelly Taurua {Coach)
Bpsiiger Svargich Ol v mwa eyiicstiokis R Ll sy B e, seed Front Row: Nice Relten, Alina Fleydell, Sapphie Taunua-Slenaham, Neave Meradl, Sopphire Ross

Copyighl Phatolife wws iiolie o0 1z 0000 511 043

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kavaeranga Netball Open A = Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Netball J
ke

g==s Thames High School 2025 Thames High School

Baock Row: Abbey Mobberaey Bock Row: Abbey Mobberey (Coach), Cleo Challis, Ora Wik (Coach)
2nd Row:  Ora Wik, Lowran Walte, Takalmo-Rila Walte. Chios Paynber, Taresa Tewoa (Sooch) Front Row: Simraf Kaw, Julleanna Sem, Shariegho Burion, Fario Fahim, Ava McGuariers
s Absent:  Olivia Baines, Lexie Lee-Rows, Mia McCoskll, Pearl Newlon. Riey Richards

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga ¢ Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Interncs
Thames High School 2 5 Thames High Schoal

Back fow: Honoka Okawa, Kel Osene. lkelin Harume, Eele Hein, Takuya ¥amashite, Max Niender|
Bock Row: Blaze Houghton 2nd Raw: Clive Nixon, Otoju iga, Martha Leschke, Pavia Kaufmann, Emiia Dritanprels. lohanna Welker, Ayaka lormatsy, Pauiine Managh
Ind Row:  Bl=ke Mciaren, Luke Do La Rive Bax-Harlsen, Toby Dryden. Nale Whitney Frond Row, Sivhomn Khly, Karin Mege. Yuzukl Nomuwa, Yuking Hosoro, Al Walanabe. Yukake Yoshima, Corlatha Schmidt
Frant Rew: Sinus Wilce:x Billy Beafon, Jack Mclaren, Christopher Kilian, Jal Bradley Absent:  Mahe Bhikawa, Keita Nokagowa

Coppigh Fhatal b 2000 501 020



THAMES HIGH SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOS

A
Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Junior Lead e I Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
@=ees  Thames High School i Thames High School

Back Row: Gwen Kingl. lsle Wenhold, Dovey King, Ava McoGQuarbers, Lax| Thomas
2nd Row:  Mala Whitney. Thamenen Kong. Jeseph Doble, Luca Yamaomoto, Chioe Bergersen. Fear McWalt
Frond Riow: Nico Rolton, Rocky Tuhokoroing. Troy Coslelio, Kaylo Speed, Jessico Darwall Abbygall Pottersen, Lexis Rohriach, Tayler Menzies, Brooke Muir

Copyighl Fhstobita

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
gms=s Thames High School

Back Row: Miya Caestello, Cles Challls, Reman Smiih, Arabella Hall, Fouline Manogh (Manogar) Back Row: Troy Coslello, Horls Blic)-Hogg, Auskin Courl

Front Row: Klera Nunn, Laura Bliofl, Chéoe Bergersen, Troy Costelio, Eliza Carter Frond Row: Abbay Mobberlay, tzy Fizs . Jon Flolchar, Ora Wik, Kayla §
Absent;  Shorliegha Burdcn. Scarlef Crook, Elle Johnsion, Demple Mardin, Balia Bevan, Annie Perefl, Jack Smith

Cappighi FholoLite wewshatsife.conz 0000 501 042

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga & Taringa Wh : L Te Kura Tgc:r‘uc: o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School 5 Thames High Schoal

Bock Row: Toby Oryden, luca Yaomamota, Cheistopher Killan, Thamenen Eong

Bock Row: inban, T llen, Shannara Smaok, ie
Aomcgiaomi | infon Tyl U b SR Front Bow: Nole Whilney. Oliver lowden, Esther Bullock, Luke Do La Rlive Box-Harsen. Bllly Becton

Front Row: Abbygail Pattersen. Milla Sawyer, Eiza Corter. Tahliah MeCaskill, Neka Wool

CogmrigHl Phatolife
Copprhe Phatol it a2 9000 501 040



THAMES HIGH SCHOOL

GROUP PHOTOS

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Football - Junior Boys

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Football - Senior
Thames High School 2025

Thames High School

Back Row: Declan Fenton, Mikau Racey-Willlams, Davic Charles, Danlel Restaurns

2ned Row:  Alex Alelll, Darcy King, Finn O'Shea, Bayley Lee Dovid, Jason frak, Michael Deble (Manager) Back Bow: Jock Mclaren, sustin Courl, Bloze Houghton

Front Row: Luke De La Rive Box-Haison, Aldan Tinfo, Kaleb Wynen. Joseph Deble, Luco Yamamato, Bloke Mclaren, Roy Rettymon 2nd Row:  Luke Hollls, Hars Elliot-Hogg, Jake Hudson, Ben Eady, Devnarayan Don, Danie Burchell

Absent:  Wyatt Doherty, Fynn Paki, Donigl Reber Fronf Row: Lincoln Rodgers. Danlel Hewlett, Lorenze Yamamaoto, Trey Costello, Matihaw Wilsan
PR Absent  Kiva Clearwater, Taj Shitwastow, Amiit Thayyll, Rasgen Winsiow

Copyighl Phatolife wws iiolie o0 1z 0000 511 043

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Enviro Group
Thames High School

Thames High Schoaol 2025

Baick Rew: Luca Yamameto, Laura Elioh St e digak
Cheo Chellis, Byron Johnson, Kim Ju Toing, £ Leshes
Ind Row:  Koby Maddren, Kiera Hunn, Blake Mclaren, Billy Beaton, Pauline Managh (Teacher)

wi Bla Corta, Annaballs Hulehinsen Weng. Neghe Fehim Wioskiyn Jisng. Saphiv Wyl
Front Rew: Chlos Bergersen, Biza Corier, Jock Mclaren, Sophie Whyte, Alzora Tayior Frant Bow Rinal Fiosad (Teacher)
Absenf:  Chlos Booth

absent  lesica At Charlotte tyon. Lext Thomas, Yukoko Yoshima
mgf

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Climate Summit
Thames High School 2025

Saprgt PheloLibe weenphelele.conz D0 301 40 o wonhatstie.

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Debating Team
Thames High School 2025

Back Row: Byron Johnson, Clea Challis Bock Bow: Shannora Smook, luco Yomamelo, Lorento Yamamoic
Znd Row:  Wazira Fohim, Brooklyn Jiang. Kim Ju Taing Front Row: Fallx Milner. Immanuel Huwald, Oscar Thong
Front Row: Rinal Prasad (Teacher) Absent:  Alex Afril

Cappighe Photelite w2 G090 51 040 Phistolife




THAMES HIGH SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOS

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga stball - Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga all - Senior
@=ees  Thames High School ; =5 Thames High School

? i y‘ "t e

|

AL

'\ 4 ._J'. i |

L 22

Back Rew: luca Yamameto, Lyle Owan-Wooeds, Tyler Smith

2nel Row:  Kelly Corter (Manager). Graham Baston, Jesan Frok. Phil Tayler (Coach)
Front Row. Devon 3mith, B O'Nell, Mox White, Koby Moddren, Wyatt Doharly
Absent.  Tyron Bal

Back Row: Cole Muir, Takalia Turner, Brandon Berper
Frond Row: Bloze Houghten, Danlel Burchell. Carsan Astcher. Hayden Cameren, Obe Froser
Absent:  Hunter O'Keeffe

Copyighl Phatobife s i

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga I ‘ Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Band 3 -
Thames High Scheool Thames High School

Bock Rew: Nathan Wanhill. Liom Le Rews, Shileh Ecweards
2ne Row:  Byron Johnson, Tylahzoe Fello-Eketone, Jedi Tayler, Thamenen Keng Tamihana Timaihy, Haris E8ol-Hogg
Front Row: Nikau Rocey-Willlems. Casplan Miiner, Zack McNalr, Nate Whitney, Phosnix Heron
Absent.  Joxon Inch, Fynn Poki
Saprgt PheloLibe wenpheleliv.conz D0 301 40 Cappight Phololite wewghatslie conz 0000 501 040

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Band 2 - Verstiile Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School 2025 5 Thames High School

Present: Ell Lester, Atzora Tavlor, Chios Bergarsen

Fresent: iska Wenhold, Yuzuki Nomura, Glannl Hofawiro, Arabelia King Absent: Sophla Hagkma

Absent: Chice Bacth. Yuking Hosone

Copprgti Phatslite



THAMES HIGH SCHOOL 108 WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

Silver-Jay Daniel Mr Slaney
Thomas Walmsley (Teacher/Kaitiaki)

Absent: Dylan Cooper Wairepo..

Maggie.
Carter

&
{ I\“ II \
g

o Katelyn Shauna Darey
Jiang Keang Mo 2 M wblf—

e




THAMES HIGH SCHOOL 109 WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

Mr Edvards
{Teacher/Kaitiaki)

Absent: Riley Knudsen-Whelan.

- e




THAMES HIGH SCHOOL 1o WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

loby. 5=
MaKgarén =TMECEren

Nevaeh Mikayla by ocky Sylvia Takiari Mrs McLean
Rameka Randall-Whitham Te Raki-Coleman  Tuhakaraina Willoughby Wright (Teacher/Kaitiaki)

Absent: Navaeh Rameka,

o o

u&t B 10AGMK
SR 2025

* Hattie |
- Alsbury

Yizuki
Nomura

L £ ) .'-' -—“'{ %‘; -_-u.—“ .z t
Daniel Arabella Alzora Amisha Teuhi Kayden Isla Mr Grant-Mackie

Reber Simpson Taylor Thayyil Tiraha-Hetet Wenhold (Teacher/Kaitiaki)

Absent: Calais Carroll, Mya Pirrie-Houia.

- Y B



THAMES HIGH SCHOOL m WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

vy

= 2

Julieanna Carbon : Lexi Max : Tim Mr Watson
Sem Te Moananui Thomas fhite ~ Williams. (Teacher/Kaitiaki)

Absent: Shane Luke-Robinson, Tyler Smith,

Uniquewa
“Reynolds oKl —Smi

A




THAMES HIGH SCHOOL WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

B VTR
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Thames High Schx




THAMES HIGH SCHOOL WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

Thames High Schog
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THAMES HIGH SCHOOL 14 WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

Féil.e-‘Eliet-c:g:il'a : !‘Fitf :

|
I

Mr Kumar
{Teachera'Kamakt}

‘Absent: Dylan Cameron.




THAMES HIGH SCHOOL 115 WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

——

UT FRogpy pATRIAE
= &

Diontay-Rain
Corry /

Devon
Hodson

Lexis Taitan Mr Prasad
Paki Roberts Rohrlach Topia (Teacher/Kaitiaki)

Absent: Liam Michael, Benjamin Moxsom, Lawron Waite, Takaimo-Rairia Waite.

>

~ Yukina
- Hosono

Abbey-Bella #—Jaiga._.— —-1 " Chioe
Mobberey .. _Neufeld. ,.--ig'ngnter

M

i
2 d !
Shannara Kyzaiah Anja Matthew Gideon Lorenzo Ms Ferguson
Smook Timothy-Corry Watling Wilson Windthorst ‘Yamamoto (Teacher/Kaitiaki)

Absent: Lincoln Donaldsor.




THAMES HIGH SCHOOL WHANAU & ROPU PHOTOS

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School

Back Row: Chloe Ferguson, Tessa Watts, Frances Crooymans, Cheryl Jordan, Donna Sawyer, Leanne Ardern

4th Row: Tracey Reed, Christine Sutton, Rodney Milner, Cada Gros, Stephen Slaney, Kumar Anukar, Ravenesh Nand, Pauline Managh

Jrd Rew:  Luke Devery, Clive Nixen, Jesse Watson, David Hamison, Michelle Tupper, Justina Lardner-Burke, Shane Major, Michaal Kim

2nd Row: Jennifer Baylosis, Juliet Emery. Diona Maher. Romel Godor, Rawinia MclLean, Gabe Davis, Dianna Phillips, Jonah Caigoy

Front Row: Nichola Voice, len Flefcher, Michele Scoggins, Gareth Wiight (Tumuaki Tuarua / Deputy Principal), Michoel Hart (Tumuaki / Principal),
Chris Ashforth (Tumualki Twarua / Deputy Principal), Daniel Neufeld, Jasmine Yorke, Ewan Grant-Mackie

Absent: Abby Buskermclen, Karen Austen, Sharyn Balker, liso Bamett, Sonya Brown, Xavier Brown, Alicia Costello, Kylie finch, Ann Hoover, Ruth Howes, Lara Balison,
Donna Mills, Sarah Moffitt, Sharen Stevenson, Pio Tai, Caroling Tornero Martos

Copyright PhotoLife wwwphotalife.co.nz 0800 501 040



Autographs
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T o £
( \l Update on Te Tiriti Changes in the Education Act Bl o
7 i I . Saa
t, « Recent law changes remove the requirement for school boards to give effect to Te = \ .
s G 1’ T Tiriti o0 Waitangi. These changes were introduced late in the process and passed - = —_‘,
L0570 without public consultation, T
il ? . i ; e
&( —,~ 1. I have written to the Minister expressing concerns and seeking an amendment to = % =0
t: ; ~1° reverse the change. This is consistent with our board's strategic intent "To give = L ;
a1 effect to Te Titiri o Waitangi”. =
L n s | =,
LK .7 1. We are concerned about: i
L * ™5 - Loss of transparency in the legislative process Sl
o . i il i = -
t{' 1~ - - Equity impacts for Maori learners and whanau E=7.as
C ‘\ 4 + Mixed messages between curriculum and governance ]
kt ¥ 4 + The signal this sends about Te Tiriti obligations in education e S
A - .
LL_ s : Our commitment stands; E A :
(‘("\' '; We will continue to give effect to Te Tiriti and uphold Te Reo Maori, matauranga v s {»i
ae S = R " + - -
S - 3 Maori, tikanga, and our partnership with mana whenua. NN
e A
t. ) 'S Nga manaakitanga, U‘f" 1
ot (:\"5 Michael Hart Ziy 7
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Cover Artists:

Evelyn Darwell Yri2 / Jayme Jamieson Yr 12
Amber Rayment Yr 11/ Bella Bevan Yr 11 /

Shannara Smook Yr 12 / Yukina Hosono Yri2/

Ngila Courtney Yr 11 / Zara Chamberlain Yr 11

Yuki Zhang (Year 9)
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